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THE 


ory-KIGHTH CONGRESS, Ist SESSION. 
ry-& 


-e also announced that the House 


ep tative gs had passed the bill of the Sen- 
a 76) relating to appointments in the naval 
ee d ourts-martial, with amendments; in 
: soncurre nee ofthe Senate was reque sted, 
s eeaaee further announced that the House 
q oa ntatives had agreed to the amendment 

P| gonate to the bill of the House (No. 312) 
sen the pension of the revolutionary pen- 

w on the rolls of the Pension Office. 
; [he message further announced that the House 


ntatives had passed the following bills 


resolution; in which it requested the 
rrell f the Senate: 
1 | No. 297) fixing the date of the loss of 


ted States brig Bainbridge, and for the 


: ers, seamen, and marines of the same, | 
: | for other purposes; ; 5 
\ (No. 300) for the classification of the 
-s to paymasters in the Navy, and graduating || 
pay; 
4 bill (No. 303) to amend an act entitled “An 


establish and equalize the grade of line of- 
sof the United States Navy,’ approved July 


6, 1562; 
pe No. 367) to provide for the collection of 
4 dues from vessels of the United States, 
eoid or transferre d in foreign ports or waters; 
\ bill (No. 369) to appoint certain officers of 
Navy; 
A joint resolution (No. 54) authorizing the 
g ry of the Navy to sell at publicauction lot 


No. 18, in the village of Sackett’s Harbor, New 
York; and 
\ joint resolution (No. 51) relative to theclaim 
and letters patent of William Wheeler Hubbell. 
he message further announced that the House 

f Representatives had disagreed to the amend- 
ts of the Senate to the billof the House (No. 
amend section nine of the act approved 
, 1862, entitled ‘An act to define the pay 
iments of certain officers of the Army, 


~1 > 


the said amendments, asked a con- 
rreeing votes of the two Houses 





i . 
yn, and had 


riep of Ohio, Mr. Moses F. Opeuy of New 
York, and Mr. Naruanren. B. Smirurrs of Del- 
5 , Managers at the same on jts part. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
ry" ’ 
the message also announced that the Speaker 
{ House of Representatives had signed the 


x enrolled bills; which were thereupon 
Vice President: 


tL. No. 34) making appropriations 


vt 


4 bill (H. 


f support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending June 30, 1865; and ; 
A H. R. No. 312) to increase the pension 
revolutionary pensioners now on the rolls 
Pension Office. 
BILLS BECOME LAWS. 
| 


' 
A 


essage further announced that the Presi- 
{ nited States had approved and signed, 
Jnstant, an act (EI. R. No. 341) to 





‘o eflect the convention with Ecuador for 


ual adjustment of claims; and on the 253th 
ane act (H. R. No. 299) to provide for car- 
ying mail from the United States to foreign 
» 20 for other purposes. 

STATISTICAL CENSUS TABLES. 


i V AN WINKLE. [am instructed by the 


' Te Finance, to whom was referred a 
‘ rhe submitted by the Senator from Mis- 
at Mr. Brown,] requiring the Superintend- 

f th ( ensus to prepare statistical tables, ex- 
& si S in full the population of the United 
Sates, class d according to the hydrographic oe 
; { Nor th America, as arranged in a news- 
| art cle accompanying the resolution, and 

relative industrial occupations of the pop- 
ton In each 


hydrographic subdivision, dis- 
_Tural from the town population; 
ne agricultural, manufacturing, and com- 
“\ Statistics of each, to submita report; and 
that the report be read. 
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: 39 
| for other purposes,”’ insisted upon its disa- | 


appointed Mr. James A. Gar- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 1864. 


The Secretary read the report, in which the 
committee say that the Supe 


sus declares that a literal « 


rintendent of the Cen- 
ompliance with the res- 
olution would involve an amount of labor which 


would seriously interfere with the ary legit- 


ordu 
imate business of his office,and unless there exist 
reasons unknown to him why the clerical force 
of his office should be diverted from the current 
duties prescribed by law to perform those pre- 
scribed in the resolution, th 
would not be promote d by its adoption. G 


public interests 
mcur- 
ring in this opinion, and not being able to perceive 
that the required compilation of information to 
| be found in the forthcoming report from the Cen- 
sus Office would be of great or gent ral util lV, 
while the expense under any circumstances would 
, and the diversion of the 
from their duties would necessarily delay the 
completion and publication of the report from 
| that office required by law which will supply the 
|| desired items of information, the committee rec- 
ommend that the resolution do not pass, and ask 
to be discharged from its further consideration. 
|| Mr. BROWN. I ask that the report lie on 
|| the table for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
made to the present consideration of the report, 
it must lie over under the rules. 

\| COST OF SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. HARLAN. I am directed by the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (S. No. 38) explanatory of 
|| thetenth section of an act to reduce the expenses 
| of the survey and sale of the public lands in the 
|| United States, approved the 30th day of May, 
1862, to report it back without amendment and 
with a recommendation that it pass; and as I sup- 
pose there will be no objection to its passage, l 

| move that it be taken up now. 

| There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
| joint resolution. It provides that the tenth sec- 
'| tion of ** An act to reduce the « xpenses of the sur- 
vey and sale of the public lands in the United 
States,”’ approved May 30, 1862, providing for 
the deposit of mone y in a proper United States 
depository to pay for the survey of 
| shall be construed in appropriation of the 
sum so deposited for the objects contemplated in 
that section; and the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
| is to cause the sum deposited under that se 


cle rks 


be considerable 


Objection being 


publiclands, 


t 
to be a 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


‘tion 
| to be placed to the credit of the proper appropri- 
| ations for surveying service; but any expenses 
in the sum so deposited overand above the actual 
|| cost of the survey, comprising all expenses inci- 
| dent thereto for which they were severally de- 
| posited, are to be repaid to the depositors respect- 
\} ively. 
| The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without ame ndment, ordered to be engrrosse d for 
a third reading, and was read the third time, and 


| 
| 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
| The following bills and joint resolution from 
the House of Repri ‘ severally read 
twice by their tith 
| lo Vs 
|} A bill (No. 297 
\| the United State: 
|| lief of officers, s¢ 
i} and for other pur 
Naval Affairs. 
| (No. 300) for the classi 


|} A bill (No. 

1} clerks to paymasters in the Navy, a: 

|} their ommittee on Naval Affairs. 

i A bill (No. 303) toamend an act entitled ** An 
| act to establish and equalize the grade of line offi- 


cers of the United States Navy,’’ approved July 


litalives were 


3, and referred as indicated be- 


1 7 


fixing the date of the loss of 
brig Bainbridge, at d for the re- 
nd marines of the s 


amen, j 


ame, 


poses—to the Committee 


On 





‘ation of the 
d eradu iting 


pay—to the C 


m 16, 1862—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
| <A bill (No. 367) to provide for the collection of 
hospital dues from vessels of the United States, 


|} sold or transferred in foreign ports or 
the Committee on Commerce. 
ih A bili (No. 369 toappointcert ine ficers of 
| Navy—to the C on Naval Affairs. 
| A joint resolution (No. 54) authorizing the Sec- 


waters—to 


mmittes 


all I must yield for good. 


JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


New Senies..... No, 


SA ek cS 


SS. 
retary of the Navy to sell at public auction lot 
No. 13, in village of Sackett’s Harbor, New 
York—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A joint resolution (No. 51) relative to the claim 
and letters patentof William Wheeler Llubb 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


the 


MARYLAND ELECTION OF 1861, 


Mr. JOITNSON submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, al dl ag reed to: 





Resolved, That the Secretary of War is requested to fur 
nish thre ‘nate with the original or a copy of a telegraphic 
dispateh or order, on the tiles of the Department, of Major 
General Dix to Provost Marshal Dodge, of Baltimore, dated 


the Sth of Nove 
Maryland on th 


inber, }Sol, concerning the eleetion held in 


following day. 
TERRITORY 
Mr. WADE. I move to take up House bill 
No. 15 to provide a t mporary government for 
the Territory of Montana, 
Mr. POWELL. I hopethe Senator from Ohio 
will yield to allow me to offer two resolutions 
Mr. WADE. I cannotdo it, sir. It l vield at 
I ask for th yeas and 


OF 


MONTANA, 


| 


nays on my motion, 

The yeas and nays were order d. 

Mr. POWELL. | willask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to present a resolution of in- 
quiry before the yeas and nays are called. | hope 
the Senator from Ohio will yield that much. It 
can take but a moment, as one objection will send 
it over, 

Mr. WADE. I should be glad to yield if I 
could do it without giving up my own proposition; 
but it seems I cannot do that. 

Mr. POWELL. The yeas and nays having 
been ordered, you cannot lose it under the rule. 

The qu stion being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas 29, nays 7; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Conness, Cowan, Davis, Fessenden, Foot, Fuster, Grimes, 
Ilale, Harlan, Howard, Howe, Johnson, Morgan, Morrill, 
Nesmith, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Sumner, Ten byck, 
Van Winkle, Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilso 9, 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Ilendricks, Lane of 
Indiana, Powell, Riddle,and Saulsbury—7. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and will 
be read, 

Mr. POW ELI». I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill until ten minutes be- 
fore one o’clock, in order that we may present 
resolutions properly be longing to the business of 
the morning hour. 

Mr. WADE. I hope not. 

The question being put on the motion to post- 
pone, it was declared that it appeared to be re- 
rected. 

Mr. POWELL. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to postpone. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, but five 
members seconding the call. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the Senate as in ¢ 
will be read. 

The Secretary read the bill. It provides that 
all that part of the te rritory of the United States 
commencing at apoint formed by the intersection 
of the twenty-seventh degree of longitude west 
from Washington with the forty-fifth decree of 


north latitude; thence due west on the forty-fifth 


degree of latitude to a point formed by its inter- 
tion with the thirty-fourth degree of longitude 
west from Washington; thence due south along 
the thirty-fourth degree of longitude to its inter- 
section with the forty-fourth degreg and thirty 
minutes of north latitude; thence due west along 
the forty-fourth deyreeand thirty minutes of north 
latitude to a point formed by its intersection with 
the crestof the Rox ky mountains; thence fol 
ing the crest of the Rocky mountains northward 


The bill 1s be fore 


the Whole, and 


ommiuttee of 


ow- 


till its intersection with the Bitter Root mount- 
ains; thence northward along the crest of the bit- 
ter Root mountains to its Intersection W the 
thirty-ninth devree of longitude west from W ash- 
ington; thence along the thirty-ninth degree of 


longitude northward to the boundary line of the 
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at) Ki thence eastward along Senator Kentucky [Mr. Davis] is entitled HOUSE OF REPRESENT! 








\'T IVES 





i ! ae | Oo y 
“ u : Wepnespay, March 30. 12) 
% ry ’ , : 
. . . vey mi ‘ . The Hor Se met at twe oO 
ree of lo The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom || , * 7° 404 ‘ep 
eae ; 3 : by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuax, 
ar ant 6 K cy is entitled to the floor on the unfinished The] al ol matin he ae 
he J ; Phe Journal of yesterday was ri 
‘I s Mr. TRUMBULL. Thope he will proceed. EMPLOYES IN TREASURY DEPARTYp) 
4 crppr oNT Tnlees the Sena- foal . ws 1 z a 
Ma U , VICE PRESIDENT, Unless the Sena The SPEAKER laid before the 9 
KK Ae eh eins Ba ties ies : iv 24 
4 iy icKY Vi is tl fi r 4 ie motion munication from the Secretary of the r 
s ’ mM ' , be mad transmitting a list ofthe clerks a) | 
t | ay t é en ) ) the ! ‘ ' 
DAVI | i \ t is on tiie in his Department during the year e; 
‘ A " ere - - i ‘ 
' ’ ber 31, 1863; which was-laid u \ { 
| \17 a1 T Z , . . I l et 
I i i W DI Ne t ram I I su 08 d ordered to ve } rinted. 
4 iy scl ! l¢ sfe and t we 
| ‘ throuch with it immediately: but if LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO A MEMBER C 
' e is any wish to take u thet siness I give Mr. BRANDEGEE. I ask 
t l I ritude WAY, ) vine the Senate that | shall move to from this House for LWo Weeks f; 
wer | \\ \ ta tak { to-morrow morn Fa morning, for the purpose of « na noy 
l The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be the un- ||; to Connecticut to record my vot 
d the Rocky finished bu ‘ fthe morning hour to-morrow. tion on Monday next, and to ren 2 
{ t Vard alot the ¢ I Mr. SUMNER. Il suevest that the special or- afew days for the purpe se ofrecru r ry) 
. .- . ry - - P > y \ 
it ou t W t ler b assed over informally for fifteen minutes, There being no objection, leave 
; i ; a 
it 77 t t t nd that wi ive us an opportunity to dispos of granted, 
tward r the forty this bi PERSONAL EXPLANATION. ; 
t ' ‘ m roo ry’ , 
; ititude to the Vir. GRIMES This will come up to-morrow mn oe 
Ww x it Mr. SI Rol SE. ] beg leave t Rinte 
‘ s ; Ol mot . ‘ 1 7 = 1 
; ; i ‘ an . : Speaker, that on my return to this | yy AS 
t | VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished rs : : \ 
, ; . that during the call of the Hous \ 
8 SS Of yesteraay 18 velore the Senate. and on ‘ ; 
: , nearly all my colleagues who left he = 
f A at quest es ator irom Kentu KY 18 eli- a7 7 ; 
! , } : ’ , the Democratic convention in P} 
ae - eal ‘ : excused except myself. I wish t 
§ i { Sey t I : \ FOOT | Wi inquire of the Chair what | i . * nn . | 
, Nr ; , had paired off with Mr. Tuaver, ; 
‘ W t . s the unfinished business of yesterday? What re , ; ' 
rf t t 
: ; : Se from the fifth district. That fact was 
y : W t vas the measure before the Senate that was ici . a 
VW ; a number of gentiemen upon both s 
\ t ! let sISCUBE = i Pe : House; but the House refused to ex SF 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senate joint reso- e 
a they excused every other absentee from ¢ Q 
! ‘ 16, proposing to amend the Constitu- oo eB 2, 
; ae : as | find by the official proceedings as : 
| ’ i om irt ol ne | , was called up, and immediately succeeding ' 2 :_ 
fy ' ' in the Globe. I simply rose to as 
+ ) trbbieuail { 1h W is received from the Liouse bl ti \ " - . Y t ¢ 
1 - ’ 1 43 a | nay ve somewhat of a mat 
MI vv I,l IN MN | sect itive, line two I RR resentatives and business Was suspended, \ 2 : } 
’ . = a —in what respect | have incurred t 
I move t words ** white male in Mr. FOOT. That subject was under consid- a : os 
99 : 1 ' ; lay lli-will of the members of this fi at | ‘ 
I be i t°’*’ ma zen of if nited erat nthe day betore yesterday. : | 2 } 
, ; va oa ; awn * selected as the only party to whom 
Ss we who have declared their inten The VICE PRESIDENT. And was called he , ae 
< : alsa made. ‘The request was made up s 
al e Will read: m yesterday il one oO iOCE immediate! i er . . 
l Lus 7 Ua) : . ‘9 Cry g the House that | should be excus ’ 
' , |) which a communication was received from the |) , \ 
i States, and cae : being made thereto, | was not excus: 
t ne such House of Representatives in regard to the death : ‘i 
: Now, I may take the liberty to say 
en who sha uN illo of its members, which was announced, and ; S 
> resid nt haat the nes about as attentive to my duties as » 
he Senate adjourned. : 
gag his act, sha entided to v at the first el . ae reais : here. Ihave never before been absent, e 
: ‘ Mr. FOO'] It had escaped my recollection. ; ; 
& ; ; ae on account of sickness in my family. 1] ; 
That was the reason of my making the inquiry. a th setae shat oo 
Mr. JOHNSON. | iatamendment is adopted : the first time, anc supposed that it w 
itis a , vhich seems to AMENDMENTS TO TIE CONSTITUTION. been stated to the Chair that I was } 
' ad mrad valine te ' ; ' : eye . say this in justice to myself, and I s 
: = ; ~ ACT he Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, ae J “ ’ 
; he | s respect is : 41 like to know why I was singled out 
: : 2 ites resumed the consideration of the joint resolution : 7 J ; a 
; ACK “ . e of { : ; . : . number of absentees from my State ! 
: . S. No. 16 ro sing amendments to the Con- ° 
( ( fror ) nresent tim Cay ; ; cused. 
’ — imution I ie ited O§tates, the pending ques- my \ . -r ml | . 
I tof - 1 | s ‘ ; : ' Be The SPEAKER. The recollection of the | 
tion being on the amendment reported by the @ : : ; 
l Ll ‘ of 4 j ' ’ is that when the ventieman s name 
am Committee on the Judiciary. the ex was ! ted uf 
On nit t t ‘ ’ ray 7T: the y ‘< , er . 2. mM... ao . 1e excuse yas Ot presented, and ! 
7] re : ancnise in the pro The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from so aie anitenhinaaiel i: se i 
er rritory ' ! wellns white , ‘ , ' tL requiret Iinanimous consent, W was 
owe ) Swell as Wh rt Kentucky is entitled to the floor. That t| ' Ft ( 
1c} > if t t *y heretofore ee?! : e . ‘ used, mat 18 the recoiiection ¢ ¢ 
, : re been ina Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I was, and am, sets inners ie it 
State of siavery t x ut arm hav y ’ 1 Mr. STROUSE. It is so stated in 
" ICE NAV entirely indifferent whether | proceed with the ; : 
oo nA e ‘ t} t ) . “ , report. t 
. _ ay remarks which | intend to make on this subject I : 
attributed t the Presid ¢ . SOLONEL JOSEPH PADDOCK. 
, : i now or at any time hereafter. Indeed, I would COLONEL JOSEPH PADDOCK 
int » for f rae mat @ ' ly wea } . 38 oie } : l = . . t 
e = ee much prefer it if the subject upon which | am Mr. ODELL, by unanimous consent, frot $ 
ay I ito \ sCU | ‘ Re 1 +] ole | . j \ 
sine : oe . about to address the Senate, and the remarks that |} Committee on Military Affairs, reported , 
, : , , a7 may | propose to make in relation to it, were both papers nm relation to the claim of Co 
ve i A pate d ail tt ae 3} ‘ ae a : : 
— : I a, cca Afri vostponed until doomsd Ly. If such an arrange- Paddock, with the recommendatio! : 
\ i e . c S are yet , ’ . } | nre y ‘a 1 . ] a 
; , Aum eure nem ment as that could be made, I assure the Senate ties be permitted to withdraw said papers Ml 
. , - a Can HAarary Oe seriously would meet with my hearty concurrence; but || having been passed on the 24th of Februa : 
. a i t t t bi - - . 
fy 2 [ suppose that 18 impracticable. eranting the relief asked for. MI 
of em ais ( Tra . + . } : is thd 2 e = 
' Mr. DAVIS proceeded to address the Senate Leave was granted for the withdrawal 
; a ’ ’ o 
in opposition to the jointresolution. [His speech papers. 
Ol RELY t gs ! : / j ] . 
| ‘ he pne - 
exercise the right of suffi oy take ne. Car en Se ROE) ' MRS. ROLAS Y ROBALDO. 
| - 7. Mr. SAULSBURY. I move that the further : 
al tl know, i ‘ : TT 7 , mous consent 
Z V; shea consideration of this bill be postponed until to- | Mr. ODELL also, by unanimous 
1 v ‘ " he ol Ye aoe e % e . . a rary t } a 
sory, and may ' {the Terri- || morrow at one o’clock. from the same committee, reported back 
ery. sf they hor it of themselves by their Mr. DAVIS. I omitted in the course of my || pers relating to the claim of Mrs. Roissy 
owl I moti e\ vy be Indu ‘ ty do t . 1 o 1) J ‘ ee ’ a ’ » 
: e ’ oe ret “0! remarks to present an amendment that I intended || baldo for damages incurred in the w ; 
Se ee oe ee ers, and if so we may || ¢o offer. ico in the year 1847, with the re 
ave mong us rerun est ' tae kealy wn , “wT yo wAYTr . te : ithad yt apers 
™ oe S,a question just as likely The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will || that the party have leave to withdraw Mf 
torexcite the public ag the question of the existence || receive it, if there be no objection. The ques- || and present them to the Court of Uiaims 
of giavery 1 itgeit. 1 . ‘ - ; ‘ ] f ference to tl ( 
Id ; ; . : tion is on the motion of the Senator from Dela- Mr. HOLMAN. A referen : 
do not propose to discuss it; IT rose with no || ware Claims can only be made by a vote 
such view; but merely to state mv obijectio ti on « + ° . ee y ll or ioint 8 
cet ae ees © my objections to Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is taken || Houses, and only by a bill or jou 
‘ 1 t that } n th ft io . c+ hee " . 7 = ¢ . ” 
if, and request that when the vote is taken it be on that, | move that the Senate proceed to the I desire to know if it is proposed in 
taken , YeERS any ,U eo 4. : es oe wae nnn ( ] 
taken by yeas and ys. consideration of executive business. I believe to conte! jurisdiction in the case upol , 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour . } of Claims? ; 
) (UB ERNESTINE. e morning hour | that will leave this joint resolution before the |} of Claims: 
, - - _ 1 } 7 . y rie A 
having expired, it becomes the duty of the Chair | Senate as the unfinished business. Mr. ODELL. Oh no; the recommen" 
to call up the unfinished business of yesterday. the Committee on Military Affairs 1s ¢ 
Mr. WADE. l move to suspend; er Si- EXECUTIVE SESSION. ties have leave to withdraw their papers 
ness and proceed with the isideration of this I t was agreed to; and after sometime |; House and present them to the Court 


Mill, ve 


pent in the consideration of executive business, || or elsewhere as they choose. We g! 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Lhopenot. We have had | the doors were 1 ened, and | tions about it. ; fror 
: ‘ » _ anw ( c° ‘UIT 
up the constitutional amendment, on which th The Senate adjourned Mr. HOLMAN. I shall not raise any oF 





bjec- from Ohio {Mr 





a —— 


drawal of the papers, provided 


‘ 
hil 
’ 


| There is no objection to that. 
rranted for the withdrawal of 


VOTES RECORDED. 
DENISON. [ask unanimous consent of 
1rd my vote on the rejection of 
solution of my colleague [Mr. Sre- 
latory of the Constitution. 


to re 
: L 


. etion was made. 
| : ' ' cord y vote in the af. 

*. DENISON. lL record my vote in the af- | 

be r members made a similar request. 
The SPE AKER. If there is no objection, the 
Bains inderstand that leave is granted to gen- | 
rd their votes at the Clerk’s desk on | 

of the joint resolution of Mr. Sre- 

latory of the Constitution of the Uni- 
S : | 
\ { n was made. 

Was Phe following votes were recorded in the af- 
Messrs. Matxiory, Finck, and Joun- | 

ofl sylvania. 


vative: Messrs. Brain of Missouri, 
wWyeunvrn of Massachusetts, and Mitier of 


JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I desire 
to state to the House that my long ab- 
" ssioned by sickness. I arrived in 
Hall last Monday justafter the vote was taken 
it resolution for the amendment of the 
ition. I should have voted for its rejec- 

{ will so vole now. 


Sta WILLIAM WHEELER HUBBELL. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
to be the consideration of reports from 
Committee on Naval Affairs, the question be- 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
\suLey,] to refer to the Committee of Claims 
sulution No. 5], relative to the claim and 

s patent of William Wheeler Hubbell. 
Mr. MOORHEAD. I hope the motion of the 
6 from Ohio will not be agreed to. My 
gue on the committee, [Mr. EpGerron,] to 
ase was referred, is not present to-day. 


a at of eaere regards the jurisdiction of the 
whieh ee and it is therefore a matter 
,, ch Ought to be examined very carefully. I 
ae the Court of Claims has jurisdiction 
“gh already. If wego on extending its juris- 
n every case where a party thinks he has 


uM agains OV | 

° t en the Governm«e nt, we will over- 
u 1 hat court, and viveita jurisdiction which 
* Should not have. 


I appeal to the gentleman 


= 


: Asutey] to Ict this case take the 


myself spent a good deal of time exam- | 
: rit last session, and we were satisfied then 
that the claim was a just one. There are legal 
rh nvolved in it which the gentleman from 
’ | 1 { Mr. EDGERTON] could explain. 1 see 
why the case should go to the Com- 
fClaims. As the claim is for shells used 
( Nav y,it was properly referred to the Com- 
: i) Naval Affairs. This not only provides 
‘\yment of the amount now due to Hub- 
" talso provides for the purchase of the 
' t,so that no account for its use shall be here- 
ning against the Government. I think 
tue Committee of Claims has no jurisdiction in 
the matter unless Congress shallgive it. I hope, 
re, that the motion will be voted down and 
' ihe resolution passed. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The House 
wil recollett that this case is almost parallel to 
5 ‘he one in reference to the broom patent, which 
2 ame here a short time since from the Senate. 
; 7 Mr. ASHLEY. I hope not; for that was alla 
f the Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. When the | 
resolution in that case came here from the Senate, 
e\ving the Court of Claims jurisdiction of it, the 
, r ‘use Very properly sent it to the Committee on 
fa oe ‘He Judiciary. IL think that this case should also 
& pout ‘tr. MOORHEAD. I have no objection; but 
yiex- ' ‘ the case has been before the proper com- 
a mittee, and I desire the action of the House on 
aners the report. 
Mr. W ASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
"the joint resolution to the Committee on the 
“utelary. It is certainly very proper that this 
ae se should go to the Judiciary Committee. The 


| 
| 
| 


} our 


| gentleman had surren 


same direction that the othercase tapk, involving 
the same 


questions as this does 


Mr. ASHLEY. The objection that I have to 
sending it to the Judiciary Committee is this—— 


that | 
d floor t re} an from Ohio. 

SPEAKER. The Chair sup; 

lered the floor. 


No Sir. 


’ 


Mr. MOORHEAD. [ did not know 
had yields floor ren 


The 


the 


osed thi 


Mr. MOORHEAD. 

The SPEAKER. 
Pennsylvania has the floor. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I am opposed to the ref- 
erence of this case to the Judiciary Committee or 


to the Committee of Claims for the reasons given 
in the preamb! 


Then the gentleman from 


ll 
b 5 The case 
is avery voluminous one, comprising an immense 
mass of testimony. During last session the Naval 
Committee sp@ft something like a week 


le to the jointresolution. 


In in- 
vestigating it, and as there seemed to be a good 
deal of conflicting te: timony in it, the committee 
came to the conclusion that it was impossil le for 
a committee of the Houseto give it due consider- 
ation and attend to other public duties. For 
that reason the committee reported this resolu- 


tion. 


1 hope, therefore, that it will not be re- 


ferred to any other committee. I do not wantto 
have another committee of the House burdened 
with it. court, where 
it can be legally investigated and properly adju- 
dicated. I will now yi ld to my colleague, { Mr. 
Broomaui,} who seems anxious to get the floor. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Mr. Speaker, 1 do not see 
any objection to the passage of this bill as it 
stands, and [ see no propriety in referring 
matter either to the C of Cl 


There is involved 


- | | 
1 think it should go to the 


he 


\ 
ymimiltee aims or the 
Committee on 
in the matter a kind of double question, which 
would make it probably not a proper subject for 
any single committee. If the Judiciary Commit- 
tee and the Committee of Cl 
porated they would 
Court of Cl 
cide the whole qu stron. 


The pre amble of the 


lims could be incor- 


proba ly what the 
aims how 1s,a court competent to de- 


make 





joint resolution sets out 
that Hubbell claims c ymMpensalion for the use of 
his patent by the United States Government. It 
also sets out that the does use the 
article claimed to be patented, and thatit is a use- 
ful invention. If tha 

ter for the Court of Cla 
utility and the] 
certall 


Government 


is true—and thatis a mat- 
both the 
gality of the patent—ifthatis true, 


ims to ascertain, 


y the Government does not want to make 
use of absolute power to prevent itself from pay- 
ing what it legitimately owes to one of its own 
citizens. 

It is said that this case 1s on a par with a cer- 
tain broom case which came up here, and was said 
to be wholly founded upon fraud; and that that 
case was disp f by one of the committees 
of this House ascertaining that it was founded 
upon fraud. If this case is founded upon fraud, 
if there never was such a patent, the Court of 
Claims is competent to ascertain that as well as 
any other tribunal. I suppose the case disposed 
of in the summary manner alluded to to-day, if it 
had been referred to the 


Se d oO 


Court of Claims instead 
of to the committee to which it was referred, would 
equally have arrived ata just conclusion; perhaps 
the Court of Claims would have arrived at the 
same conclusion as the committee. We are re- 
ferring the claim of an individual to the court of 
own arbitrator of our own 
choosing; and the idea of his getting an unfair 


] 
seiection—an 


advantage against the Government in a court of 


its own is to me a rather singular one. 
Does it suf- 
Unite | 


It does not, if you will look at it, make 


Is this bill sufficiently guarded? 
ficiently protect the Government of the 
States? 
the decision of the court final, because it allows 


an appeal to the Supre me Court of the United 


States by either party within ninety days If 


] would ike to 
In ole r words, it is allowing 


d to an 


that is not sufficiently guarding it 
know what it is. 


the claim of the individual to be submilts 


arbitrator of our own choosing, to the Court of 


Claims; and if we do not like its award it allows 
us to take an appeal to the Supreme Court of the 
United Sfates. Is there any chance for this indi- 
vidual to get an unfair advantage of the Govern- 
ment of the United States by such a proceeding 
as that? I must confess that I do not see it. 
Again, there 1 by this bill. 
No matter how the Court of Claims or the Su- 
preme Court of the United States may decide upon 


e «tf other na 
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. : ; 
this claim, how just they believe the claim to 


, 
and how much ought to be paid to the claimant, 
they cannot exceed the fixed amount of the bill. 
So that all of the guards thatit seems to me to be 
necessary to piace uponany claimor any | ill are 


placed up 
‘The Court of Claims is a 
tain whether there is a 


yn this claim, 


i rwed, first {oO as 


patent and whether it is 
infringed; and, secondly, to ascertain what i 
should be paid, not for past infringement, but for 


all future use, so that the patent shall be in the 
Governmentitself. The tribunals are of ourown 
1, for one, am not willing to say that 
I will not trust the Court of Claims nor the 
preme Court of the United States. 

It was a grave question whether the C 


5 t 


urt of 


Claims had not power to take cognizance of claims 
of this sort without coming to Congres it 


has been decided ina recent case by the Court of 


Claims itself that it has not jurisdiction unless 
they are specially referred by Congress. That is 
what the bill proposes to do, 

If this fi 


Claims 


claim be referred to the Court of 


it will come up at the next session, and 


not 


again and again until acted upon; and ultimate y 
it will have to be referred to the Court of Claims, 
which seems to me competent to decide with ju 
tice alike t 
of the Unite d States. 

Mr. ASHLEY took the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn 
Sy lvania has the floor. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. 
from Ohio. 

Mr. ASHLEY. 
this Court of Claims to have any more power or 
authority than they have now. Lam opposed to 
allowing any solicitor of the United States to go 
before the court and present cl 


» the individual and to the Government 


I yield to the gentleman 


I am opposed to allowing 


ums for judgment 
iwwainst the United States without first having the 


t 


supervision of Congress. 


t 


This is simply a prop- 
osition to establish a precedent whereby the Court 
of Claims will become a great power in the Gov- 
ernment, and whereby millions of dollars can be 
di iwn from the Tre asury without the s« ruuny 
of Congress. I know nothing of the justness of 
] do not care to know any thing about 
it. lam nota member of the Committee of Claims. 
L asked to be excused and this House excused 
me from serving upon that committee, but I hold 


this claim. 


that it is the only proper and legitimate place to 
which this claim should go, and Lam determined, 
if my vote can carry it there, thatit shall go there. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania who reports 
this bill does not pretend that the committee all 
concur, but simply that a majority concur, In 
thinking that something is due this claimant; and 
thereupon a joint resolution is brought into this 
House giving the Court of Claims jurisdiction, 
and appropriating blindly $100,000 to this claim- 
ant. Such is the proposition before the House 
broadly stated. 

Now Lask gentlemen whether they are willing 
to stand here and put themselves upon the record 


l 
{ 
1 
I 


in favor of allowing claimants, however merito- 
rious their claims may be, to come in here in this 
way, and in favor of blindly appropriating hun- 
dreds and thousands of dollars in advance, and 
author izing acourtto enter upa judgment against 
the Government, where the Government cannot 
in the very nature of things, have that protection 
and care and guardianship of their Tre asury 
which they can have in this House and the Senate, 

In reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
who has just taken his seat, I will say that | do 
not put this case ups 
cease Wh 


distinctly stated 


na par with the patent broom 
eged in here the other day. | 
that l did hot know but th it this 
was a meritorious case; but | object to its 


( h Was iu 


rong 

to the Judiciary Committee simply because | do 

not The 

Committee of Claims was raised and created for 
¢ 


think that is the proper committee. 


l 


the purpose of considering such claims as 


just 
The experience of the Government proves 


this. 
that a committee of this kind is necessary; and 
every possible claim which can be trumped up 
against the Government should be sent to that 
committee; and we ought not to send them tothe 
Judiciary Committee, tothe Military Committee, 
orany committee ¢ xcept the Committers f Claims. 
The report of that committee and t evidence 
in the case should be submitted to the House for 
We should 


sponsibility which belongs to every member here 


their adjudication. Shirk the re 
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| from thts House of hundred 
1 , as tiie e may be l 
il i w the m f 
] y | ( ishing I 
I ‘ rt return to eoldyt y 
(x ! c le! I th Cr yitte 
{ ort H WW n no le dy 
? mmittee, havi charge of these mat 
. 1 hav ra cat to the interests of ] nest 
ed 1 the Government alik 
Ic n that comn es of this House and 
c, ‘ . are un nd 
4 m t ( rtof © ' 
lf : { ! 1 be ri Ih 
1 re | ! ivhint 
ma ve i that w Ww not 
€ ( { cs I Wilh any ad l i 
. 


Mr. STEVENS. Will my colleague yield to 


Mr. MOORHEAD. I will 
Ni TEVENS. I cannot 


neree to the doe- 





7 var ibyt gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
ASHLEY nic yea »>whnen th Ci rt I 
{ AS ( u it wa r the very I 
5 t \ siromt Committee on Pri- 
(cia It was found tl committee of 
t bi W en ; ilied to ( uno vat 
c ! overburdened, and that em 
| f I ere were ] l 
f ur t ir, ul e sl ring a 
‘ iown t nis ray ul warded In « 
i ° f Mv ithe Gov 
ernie \ right flict by its sove1 
i Cour ( \ \ hed; and I had 
it ita i y the terms of th ; 
“ el ito t to rt nand1 
port this Hlou I its i; now there is a 
a t bit, and 3 cont i th il « ins of 
1 are | to decid by that commit- 
le Aud yet you se very sal 
‘ c i rf I us, 1 uns 
r from week to week and from Congress to 
( rress, until the yplicant is driven from | 
A \ & re . weve! 


‘just may be | 





ul s far bet I 
q hed rtain and judge upon the rigl 
o s than any ! > of this Hous | 
io not Know of whom the Committee of Claims 
eo I dare say t é nd mostr 
4 me) | selected; but a¢ rt 
whose s duty it )eXamine witnesses and 
ar ev e and le according to law, 

VAVS ‘ I ua to deter yt these cases 
th y committee of this House can | l know 
no rol emet 3 i If ithas mer 

i i! ( to ward if it hav ho 
mei uurht to heard and thrown out of 
eourt by ti tr ! fter a ear . 

I trust, ‘ nt resolution will 
not pany <« r committee, as it h Ll- 
t | or mm ee, Dut that it w 

‘ to ! ina hat 1s proper const 
tut for d ! , and that ( ver- 





day know 


ent ato anything or mm 


some 


\ :AD. I now demand the pre- 
| t 
lr. WILSON. Lask the gentleman to yield 
‘ 1 me ent ; 
ir, MOORHEAD [ must insist on the pre- 


i Hu ive 1 t ¢ - 
ed i 1 ju ictior 
tx Cla l vy examined the de- 
tne 4 il Tia 8 ret 1 to ques- 
s of this kind . 
Now, Li imy handa « Ss] nad 
the Court of ¢ msina t ise W nh was 
hore e < ra rt 9 i il 
ole » l fi ] 0 Ww wing 
Phe righ ' ia i { : 








put ! i 
ring . a ind if of 
{ | i sed 
is, V i WV i I 
| I i | Lcom 
Kt W i ingem j ‘ 
| 
( r t t sh 1 to be f for Which an 
Ww { »p fate, i not 
t en Bull N. I l erourstatl 
utes in relat to patentrights the same rm of action has 
be ip t 1 I teenth tion of the actot July 
3 ( Wh ver, in any action for damages for 
m using, or hiinmg th { ng whercol the exciusive 
rigiti ecured by any patent heretoto: granted, « rby any 
patent which m ‘ t we granted, a verdict shall be 
rendered for the plaintiff on such action, it shall be in the 
i til ‘ hig nttorany sum above 
I i I rdict the fu fam s 
t by ti t ing ee tim i 
thie i il 1 1 I the ca 
( is And such m na t vered b tion or 
the ina courto mp } liction 
sé] ve ntl t provides * that 
ullact 1 versi ising underany 
law of the United States, grayting or confirming to invent 
ors the excl ‘ ‘ inventions or discoveries, 
shall rig . as well in equity as at law, 
by t t United States, or any district 
court having th ve irisdiction of a circuit court.’ 
I prov t I ‘ designate the 
formoft action } t itt mode orp ding—butspe 
\ ! wi tie rei inust 1dinin 





to tix i ! th urt to in 

I Ww r | nits ” 10 its dis 
r phe | i is tar t according 
l i y We have n ury \ | 
tw s it uted a urt it 
W iy take cognizal ot the cases 
ett ree ; ts ofthe acts of Congress. Besides 

ull t t! ind explicit enactment confini 
the j it ircuitcourts of the United States, 
or any ! iving the powers and jurisdiction of 

a circait 

Now, Mr. § iker, it appears from this opin- 


ion of the Court of Claims that they have not 


he machinery necessary to the adjustment and 


of I e Cases. 
* KELLEY Will the gentleman permit 


ruestion? 


{ tilt iq 
i 
TILSON. Not at this 


Mi 


rm) 


Mr. W moment. The 


q restiol W er we are dis nose d to € stal isn 
A pre \ ultimately resultin civing 
to the Court of Claims a jury with all the ma- 
chinery necessary to the determination of causes 


of this kind. 
It may be said that this 


precede nt: 


is not intended as a 


t this is the second case 


at has come be the House within a few days. 
Committees have reported two cases in which 
hey st extend the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Claims to patent cases. If we intend 
to give parties and the Government that full and 


omplete remedy which the law now provides for 
provide a 


is, therefore, a 


cas , We must go turther and 


tion, and one 


} } ‘ l } . } } xy ¢ 
W ( | ink shoul cons red b | 


U DY bile Ju- 


lace this claimant 


in any better position than any other claimant 
under ay | Government of the 


United States, or, if it will not place him in any 
' laimant in any 


worst it other claimants having sim1- 
| r ¢ Liss 

Now, 1 do think that anless we are prepared 
o f wup t gislation with an act providing 
A jury i her machinery to the Court of 
Cla a 1 better have thi stion fully 


gu 


ves ited fore we conclude to act in the 


ret I willnow yield to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. I LLEY. | 

Mr. KELLEY { desired to ask the gentle- 
ma W » which he referred came into 
the irt of ¢ 3, Whether by congressional 
refer r ul the original petiuon of the 

Limant 

Mr. WILSON. It was upon original petition. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ex vy; then the court had 
no Juris n. but if the centleman will ex- 
amine the first section of the act establishing the 
court, he will find that it provides for the refer- 


ence by Congress to that court of just such cases, 


sund an answer to the inquiry 


put to me yesterday, why the claimant did not 
is claim originally to the Court of Claims? 

» 5 i TT) \ ive the court 
n of conti arising under 
an f Cong , oran order of one of the De- 
, t Ww mi « es nding in 

t ’ » ¥ ( mpl use Of a pat- 
I i ment of the riguts of a citizen, 





Ma 


ict—by a refers f y ( 

to refer this cas@§ to 

extend 1 ju ile ity 
jurisdiction confided to it | : 
creating it, to wit, the refer 
sounding 1n tort as Co; SS 1 


adequate, from want of time,t 
in which there is a real q 
the Government and an honest 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speak 
lution does propose to ext 
the Courtof Claims. The C 
decided ina similar case 
diction. This resolution pr 
expre ssly. 
Mr. STEVENS. Will the cent 


. :% 
t 


Iowa permit me to ask hima q 
Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 
Mr. STEVENS. Intl 

it referred to the Court by Cone 
Mr. WILSON. No, sir; it y 

Court of Cl has jurisdict ! 

no ne 1 rr the } 

not the jurisdiction now, doe 

we ought to ext nad it? 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman w 
act itself to answer. 

Mr. WILSON. [understand w 

Mr. KELLEY. It provides that 
hear and determine all « ‘ ] 


of Cengre: 


exXter 1 +} 


ims 


ceessit {i 


5,oronany reguiati 
Department, or on any cont e3 
plied, with the Government of l 
that may be pres nted to it by 
therein. Now, the case to w } 
refers was not a case: ¢f i 
court had no jurisdiction. Butt 
And also all claiins which may be 
by either House of Congress. 
Ithas been the 
of Congress to refer just su 
clause. Theret 


the re ft rence of this¢ ase is nuotat 


suc 


constant usage of 
court, under tha 
jurisdiction of the court. 
Mr. WILSON. 
not base its want of jurisdicti 
simply that the case was not refer 
addition to that, the courtsays 
vided with a jury, or with the 1 
sary for the trial of the case. D 
man propose to senda jury tothe C 
with this case? The court says 
diction because the case has n 
it by Congress; and that if it had 
the court could not try it beea 
vided with a jury, to which th 
titled. 
Mr. MOORHEAD. 
man my entire time. 
Mr. WILSON. I yield the fl 
Mr. MOORHEAD. 
got into the hands of the 
had a k cal discussion of it. I do 
know much about its legal pou 
fess to know something about 
justice and hon Sly. I think 
does not refer this man’s claim w 
properly examined and adjudicat 
denial of justice to him. 1 bi 
claim, and I have examined it thor 
I hope the matter will be refi 
of Claims, where it can be duly inv 
that the proposition to refer itt 
of Claims will be voted down. I 
for the previous question, and | 


I did not 


referred 


be seconded now, as the question hi 
and thoroughly discussed. 

Mr, SCHENCK. 1 pro; 
tute for the | il if the gentleman W 
the 


revious ques } 


Mr.SCHENCK. 
down. I do not 
tleman first to move the | 
when that is voted down to¢ 


Then 11 


recogniz il 


TheSPEAKER.,. Therearetwon 


ing to refer the bill, one to the C 


Judi iary and the other to U 
Claims, and these would cut off | 
amend. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Ifthe previ 
voted down, will itbe in order to pt 


committee / 


tions 


to the 


The Court of | 


The « im 


rch 


Mr. MOORHEAD declined to w 


i) 


| 


Q 








ab 


Th prey 


R. It will be. 
Kk. Thenif the previous ques- 
wo L will submit an amendment 


MOORHEAD. I hope the House will 
vious question. 
s question was seconded, and the 
fered. 
\SHLEY. [accept the amendment of- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Wasn- 
to the Judiciary Committee. 
y SPRAKER. That can be done only 
i MOORHEAD. I object. 
eing on Mr. Wasnsurne’s 
Mr. AsHLey’s motion, 
\S LEY salled for the yeas and nays, 
tne yeas al d nays. 
‘ 


-and Messrs. AsHLry and 


by 


| aere 
rat ver? mppPomn ted. 
| vided; and the tellers reported— 
'® < and nays were ordered. 
] is taken; and it was decided in 


yeas 51, nays 59; as follows: 
\ a Alley. Allison, Ames, Ashley, John D 
Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, James 8. 
. 5 1 G. Brown, Chanter, Ambrose W. Clark, 
( », Cole, Thomas T. Davis, Dixon, 
| Eliot, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grin 
W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Julian, 
Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Norton, 
. William H. Randall, Edward 


- . Scofield, Smithers, Spalding, Thomas, 
iB. Washburne, William B.Waslburn, 
ind Woodbridge—5l. 

M «, James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
Baily. Augustus C. Baldwin, Baxter, 


ir, Bliss, Brooks, Brooma Nl, Clay, 
9 | ’ ie ge Daag r, Griswold, Hale, 
Harrington, Herrick, Holman, Hotchkiss, 
Kalbfleiseh, Kelley, Law, Lazear, Loug 
M Marey. MeClurg, William H. Miller, Moor 
rt. M . Morrison, Ainos Myers, Leonard 
\ ( « O'Neill, John O'Neill, Patterson, 
Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, 
Scott, Shannon, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, 

aud Winfield—859¥. 











refused to refer the bill to the 
mn the Judiciary. 


| in then recurred on Mr. Asniey’s 
{ fer the bill to the Committee of 


Mr. W ASH] s;URNE, of Illinois, demanded the 
, J 
Phe y and nays were ordered. 
Mr. M AL LORY. If the bill is not referred to 
Committee of Claims, | understand that the 
will then come up on referring it to the 
‘te ums. 
The SPEAKER. The bill prox ides for refer- 
f m to the Court of Claims. 
| ju yn was taken; be it was decided in 
—yeas 53, nays 63; as follows: 
Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Ashley, John D. 
n, Boutwell, Brandegee, James 8. Brown, 
\ se W. Clark, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole 
Davis, Dixon, Douneliy, Dumont, Eldridge, 
Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Higby. Hooper, 
i rd, John H. Ilubbard, Julian, Kasson, 
W. Ke one Samuel F. Mitler, James R. Morris, 
‘ rth, Pendleton, Pomeroy, Price, Edward 


7 ne : Scofield, Shannon, Smithers, Spald 
¥y, Up ! bE tu B. Wash uurne, William B. 
, Wheele: , Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge 


\AYS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
Anderson, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Baxter, 
e, Francis P. Biair, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, Brooks, Broum- 

) m G. Brown, Clay, Cravens, Denison, Driggs. 
idler, Griswold, Hale, Hall, Harding, Benjamin 
Herrick, Holman, Hotchkiss, Philip Jolinson, 
a Kelley, Law, L enon Loan, Longyear, Mal 
c » MeClurg, Moorhe ad, Morrison, Amos Myers, 
Myers, Noble, Charles O’Neill, John O'Neill, Pat 
Perry, Samuel J. Randall, William i Ran- 
Mexander H, Rice, Robinson, Rogers, Seott, St vens, 
sey Stuart, Ward, Whaley, Wilder, Winfield, and 


p 
un 


f 


House refused to refer the bill to the 


uittee of Claims. 
‘il was ordered to be engrossed and read 


1 +i, 
ma time: 


s'y read the third time. 


Mr, IOORHEAD demanded the 
on the passage of the bill. 


previous 


vious question was seconded, and the 
destion ordered. 
= ASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 


nd nays. 
lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. 


y 


THE 


and being engrossed, it was accord- | 


CONGRESS 


the affirmative 67, ys 47 3 ft “ 
YEAS—Messrs. J ( Allen, A 1, Anderson, 
tailv, Baxter, Blaine, I ! P. Blair, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, 
Brooks, Broomall, Clay, Cravens, Denison, Driggs, Eld 
ridge, English, Grider, Grisw Hall, Harding, Benjamin 
G. Harris, Charlies M. Harris. Her ick, Holman, Hoop 
Hotchkiss, P! p Joh , Kalbflei K y, Francis 


W. Ke ev, Lev, Lazear, Loan, I! maki “Mallory, 
Marey, McBride, MeClurg, William H. Miller, Moorhead, 
James R. Morris, At s Mvers. Leonard Myers. Charies 


O'Neill, John O'N Patt on, Pe un, Perry, Pike 
Samuel J. Rand \\ H.R R Rog 
James 8. Rollins, Scott, 8 | , Strouse, Stuart, 


Ward, WI! vy. Wilder, W l, iY nan—67. 
NAYS Messrs. A \ Abhi n, Ames, A ey, John D. 
Baldwin, Beamun, | twe Brand Cha \r 


g ibrose 
VV Clark, Free ni { = ( Dix Pun t, 
Eliot, Finck, I Garfield, G if \ WW 


Hubbard, Join H. Ha 1. Jutia KK . Morrill, Mor 
I 1, Norton, Od ( a ike i 


ward H. R ac li t, Scofield, St Spalding, 
Thomas, Tracey, Up | 1 B. Wa 1 William 
} Washburn, W r, Wilson, Windom, and W d 
bridg 47. 

so t} e WAS 1 ¢ j 

Mr. MOORHEAD moved to reconsider th 
Vote by whi t la noveu 
that the motio! y I er be laid upon the 
sl) : 

The latter mo was agreed to 


NROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 


Ds t ied 
sills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled sof the following titles; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 34) making appropriations 
for the support of t Viilitary Academy for the 
year endir y J a Je LRGOS: ind : 

An act(H.R. No. 312) t icrease tl pension 
of the revolutionary loners now on the rolls 


of the Pension Offi 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

\ messave was ved 

d nessayr was received 


Mr. Forney, their Secret ry, nn tifying the Hou e 


from the Senate, by 


thatthat body had passed Senate jotnt resolution 
No. 38, explanatory of the tenth section of an act 
to reduce the expense 3 of the survey of the pub- 
lic lands of the United States, aly rov a May 30, 
1562; in which he was directed to ask the concur- 


rence of the H 
RESOLUTIONS OF WISCONSIN. 
Mr. COBB, | y unanimous consent 


the resolutions of 


, submitted 
Legislature of Wisconsin 
on the conditi of the country; which were or- 
dered to be printed, and laid upon the table. 


MILITARY ROAD. 
Mr. YEAMAN, by unanimous consent, sub 


mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to inquire intot t t 
nishing and using as a military highway the rai 


ol tur 
oad trom 
Henderson, Kentucky, to Nashville, ‘lennessee; and to 
report by bill or « rwi 
Mr. HOOPER moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and t that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. GRISWOLD. | desire to make one or 
two adverse reports from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, which I apprehend will meet no objec- 





tion. Lask the gentleman from Massachusetts to 

yield to me for that purt 
Mr. HOOPER. Iwi 

the y give rise to} rd 


yield on condition that 


CAPTURES MADE BY ARMED VESSELS. 
Mr.GRISWOLD, yul Animous conser t. from 


the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back a 
bill (H. R. No. 269) in relation to the captures 
made by armed vessels in the service of the Uni 
ted States, with a recommendation that it should 
not pass. 
The bill was laid on the table. 
JAMES M,. WATSON. 
Mr.GRISWOLD also, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, made an 
adverse report upon the petition of James M. Wat- 
son, commander in the United States Navy. 
The report was laid on the table. 
RITCHIE’S COMPASS. 
Mr.GRISWOLD mous consent, 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, made an 


aL 
oa 


LONAL GLOBE. 1349 


diverse report on the resolution to purchase the 
rl of us and mani i Ritchie ’s com 
pass tor tl u oft trot les 

Ihe 1 ition was laid on ib] 


LIEUTENANT JOUN I. RUSSELI 
Mr. MOORHEAD, Lask the sa 


\ t sam Priviiere 
of the gentleman from Massa 
Mr. HOOPER. Certainly 


aitions, 


Mr. MOORHEAD, by unanin ‘ ‘ 


from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 1 rted 
back a joint resolution tendering the thank of 
Congress to Lieutenant John H. Russell and 


men of the steamer Colorado, witha recommend 
ation that it do not pass. 


The resolution was laid on the table 


CAPTAIN HENRY WALKE 
MOOR HEADalso,byu . 
ae m tl Committee on Naval \ Tau , reported 


nanimous consent 





ick a joint rea ull tendering the thanks of 
Congress to Captain H. Walke, with a re 
rharyye la tdor L pa 

Miu SPALDING Before the qu nistaken 
on layit Ss rt ution on the table, Ih he 
conect oritt & round I am ¢ nin it does no im 
] 3 to Captain Wa 

The report, which was read, states thatthe Naval 
Committee, to which was referred the j treso 
lution tendering the thanks of Congress to Cap 
tain Henry Walke for his efficient services ren 
dered the country in connection with the « ng 
of the navigation of the Mississippi river, had had 
the resolution under consideration, and highly 
appreciate the bravery and conduct of Captain 
Walke and his brave associates in connection with 


the navi ition of the Mississippi river, yet from 
Ve) 


i } 


icacy to many other brave and he 


eines OF 6 


( 
roic men, W hom it vould be impossible to name 


idividually, the committee were constrained to 


report adversely on the resolution. 


Mr. W ASHB URNE, of Illinois. As the Com- 


mittee on N ival Affairs have conelud d notto re- 
port ba k th resolution favorably, | could only 
be contented with the result on the ground that 


anks are to be voted for any offic r in like 
rank to that held by Captain Walke, of whose 
services | have known much, and who has ren 
dered brave and gallant services with many othe: 
officers in command upon the western waters. If 
any resolution of thanks we re to be passed to any 
of those gentlemen in thatrank, I should certainly 
be in favor of the passage of the resolution in be- 
half of Captain Walke. 
Mr. FINCK. I think great injustice would be 
done to this gallant officer if the report should be 
concurred in by the House. 


I was not apprised 
by the chairman of the committee that such a re- 
port would be made this morning, or I should 
have been prepared to furnish the House with evi- 
dence which would satisfy it that this resolution 
hould be adopted without a single dissent ng 
voice. No more gallant officer belongs to either 
1 service of the United 

ptain Henry Walke. Fle was the 
first officer of the Nav Vy that undertook to run the 
batteries of Island No. 10, and he accomplished 
it to the satisfaction not only of his superior offi- 
cers, but of the Secretary of the Ni vy, and to the 
entire satisfaction of the whole country. Hehas 
partic ipate d in fourteen « ngagements in the pres- 
ent war, and has been under fire, perhaps, as 


the military or the nava 
States than C 


often if not oftener than any man of his age in 
that arm of the service, and it seems to me ex- 
ceedingly strange that an officer who has done so 
much during this struggle, and who he ag acti d so 

ravely, shou Id 1 ceive at the hands of the Naval 
Committee this kind of gratitude. Wehavebeen 
thanking generals in the Army and commanders 
in the Navy, and I think it would be unjust to 
Captain Walke ifthis House should refuse to pass 
his resolution recognizing his brave and gallant 
services. | therefore trust that the recommenda- 
tion of the committee will not be concurred in, 
but that the resolution of thanks may receive the 
unanimous vote of this House. 

Mr. HOOPER, I must object to any further 
discussion. 

The SPEA KER. The Chair und: rstood the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to yield on con- 
dition that no debate should arise on these adverse 
reports. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I suggest 


aN 
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tt ; y gene ; report be retom- myself, that it is with the greatest diffi ilty that The CHAIRMAN, Del 


ate 
y j Cor Naval Affairs we can rerulate and control our printing offices amendment, 
\I lPOORHEAD | en thanked by t vent the a raction of newspapers Mr. GARFIELD. I was r 
‘ r from the Secretary, W y three cents apiece, while the tempt- ont, 
und the report of the iti here is vast beyond all calculation. Mr. STEVENS. Mr Chairman. if = 
y what the gentleman wi | Let. then, the Comptroller of the Currs ney,who || osition of the gentleman from N; Ww \ ’ 
us to do forn y We do not think we can do as not the issuing of bonds, who has not the Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman ¢-.... » . 
vith ti istice to others, but reculation of the tariff, who has yot the vast in- eyivenin will allow me, I wish to gay : . 
k 1 virtually. and I think the gent terests of the country under his control, as the || ruled down in an at tempt to speak 
rm) had r accept report of t commit S tary of the Treasury has, have the direction || point on which the gentleman from P ‘ 
{ fthis matter. It should be left as much as pos- || 1s declared to be in order, 
Mr. HHOOPER I tj ton my motior e to some other person than the Secretary of The CHAIRMAN. Thegentle; 
he SPEAKER j ( r will have t t { Treasury, and that person, in my judgment, || proposed an amendment to the ame; . \ 
rest t t | nan from Ma I 1 be the Comptroller of the Currency. Mr. GARFIELD. Not until after] y : 
chusetts \ vyoncol that the re t Mr. GARFIELD. I desire to ask the gentle- || down. Lroseto spe ak in opps 
lew ( ti This man from New York if he knows of any wrong ment of the gentleman from Ni w | : 


I, of W me up to-morrow that has been committed in this D partment, and told by the Chair rte it was out 
,butt i if so, what? anything further on that question. Then ] 
f is notd t I do not profess to understand this matter atall, |} an amendment and was ruled out acain — : 
Vi RANDEGEI I tl t 1A t 1 hav me thor rhiy tired of these con- The CHAIRMAN. The Chai ; ‘ 
f P LV W lra port | tant insinuat that there 1s something very that after the gentleman from N cel rhe Is 
yt r tim { l mewhet the management of the Gov- Brooks] proposed his ame ndment t . 
Vi VIOORHEAD Well, | withdraw the ( ae tleman would make some || from Ohio [Mr. Garr LD} ro ind ; \ 
det state wl could be met oracknowl- |} some remarks in the nature of a « 
NATIONAL CURRENCY. lved, I w 1 be ol Ll to him. finally proposed an amendment of 
Mr. BROOKS. Why, Mr. Chairman, I pro- |} amendment. The point of orde; 
Mr. HOOPER. T now t on my motior ' : ‘ : . 
ms ee ; sO lini thai | 1 her public docum nt, o record, from || the Chair held that the gentlema 
' ‘ - ” which | showed that the man who has the print- || should confine his remarks strictly 
or and « of the public money was engaged ment to the amendment, which was ; \\ 
4 le ~ _ rs 7 saat aici most fraudulent trans ction, as reported by a || out the last word. ws: . 
Ho ee shee ir , ea Re ican committer of this Hor eat a previous Mr. GARFIELD. he Chair d 
W ate « Si (iis Mies nsenes . { 4 ress. Whatcould have bi hn more nounced that debate on the am 
’ ite or more particular? And ifthe gentleman ||} gentlemen from New York was ex 
oe ’ 7 at nen Ms |) now will give me a committee, | will undertake Mr. ELDRIDGE. | think t] 
H. R. No. 333) to un exam tl , With associates, that will est ib- taken. Il made the point of order my f 
provid : k ean 7 seve Ami! ey sth of sh thatiaet and much turther facts. I make the The CHAIRMAN. The gentle: an f P a 
United § - ee — f : ¥iGe fOr the Cit charge and | ask for a committee; 1 demand a || sylvania claims the floor and is er j 
Th CH .IRM ‘ \ = 2 ' sat eilenme thes - mimittee to investigate this W ho e subj ct of | Mr. STEVENS. Mr. ¢ yhairma f é 
An Ser a peo rinting the pub money, and if the honorable || of the gentleman from New York involy q 
i — " oa ae ; a dk vy, ‘ a os yentieman will give it me, he will be answefed to || supposition that the Comptrol| 
Mr | ROOKS. | moy to strike out: in the = ms — } ‘ nnn y is a separate De} anwepe ’ 
Bc sce reste lary ales at Mr. GARE IE L D. [willsay, Mr. Speaker—— to take f rom the Secretary of the Ty a . 
; ’ _ . x ee The ¢ HLAIRMAD N. ‘Phe Chair will inform the trolof it. Now,the whole bill coesu : ; 
. S " : yoru l'rea ae? O that rentien from Ohio that debate on ihe posing posit on that the Comptrollership f MI 
cone te ne m Se ar vusted. Treasury D: partment. The very { 
Co Cay ter gee citar ae lye wearin pore fe Mr. GARFIELD, ‘Then I move to amend the || the bill which we have already pa 
yu it iu plates to be engraved, in the best manner amendmet y striking out the last word. 1 will The chief officer of the said bureau shal! be 
» guard ag t i g and fraudulent alterations. say in answer to the gentleman that the document the Comptroller of the Currency, and s| 
Mr. Chairman, the committee will remember to which he refers—— general direction of the Secretary of the Trea \ 
that in the first section of this bill we struck out Mr. ELDRIDGE. I rise to a point of order. Mr. BROOKS. The committee has struck that : 
the provision thatthe Comptroller of the Currency The gentleman from Ohio must be restricted toan |} out. 
shall be appointed by the President on the recom- 1rgument in favor of striking out the last word. || Mr. STEVENS. No, sir. 
mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury. W«° That wasthe rule of the Chair yesterday in regard || Mr. BROOKS. L[ appeal to the Cha 
struck out the phrase ‘on the recommendation || to myself. |} Mr.STEVENS. We only st: 
of the Secretary of the Treasury,’’ and thereby The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not able to |} part of the section that interferes y 
we agreed, or seemed to agree, that the President || ascertain, as yet, to what point the gentleman from || pointment of this officer, requiring 
f the United States should be made to have con- || Ohio is \king. 1) pointed on the nomination of the Secretary » 
trol of this subject through his agent, the Comp- Mr. G ARI ‘IELD. Ido rise to have the last || Treasury. , 
troller of the Currency. To be congruous and || wotd. That is the matter I am discussing. | Mr. BROOKS. Does the gentleman r 


ot incongruous In our action, it Is now neces- Mr. EL DR IDGE. I have no objection to the |} the ninth and tenth lines? a tax 
sary in ser n to strike out the words ** un- rentleman from Ohio making a specch. I only Mr. STEVENS. I refer to tl first ’ . 
the ¢ n of he he point of order because the Chair ruled from the seventh to the tenth lines: 
was that || that upon me yesterday. || ‘The chief officer of the said bureausha 


! } \ i } 
the Comptrollerappointed by the Presidentshould || The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hold the || the Comptroller of the Currency, and sha 
general direction of the Secretary of the [Tt 


have control of this bureau, if 1 may so call it— || gentleman from Ohio to the same rule as was \ ROOKS 
1 . ' - . ; teorrect in 

this aver hen, that in order to be imposed yesterday on the gentleman frora In- |) . * Ir. BROOKS. Am I notcor 

tion. we must follow diana 7 in the eleventh line we struck out the w 

iON, I ( tha, | . f e yer . . 

tup by striking out these words, leaving this fur- Mr. GARFIELD. The last word to which I || the recommendation of the Secretary of : 


: : : 73? | 
r of suitable notes for circulation altogether || refer is the word which the gentleman from New || UY! ~ : . oe 
to the Comptroller of the Currency. Soo ae Brooks] has just uttered on this sub- |} Mr. STEVENS kbeaear dye 
» = 1 ' . . . } . , "1 thes ’ rer 2h s ) nnd - 
Permit me to add that this causing of plates || ject, ar d I answer him provided that this bureau shall 





and dies to be engraved and the printing and cir- Che CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order on || rection of the Secretary of th Pr , 
culation of notes is not a matter which should || what t i rentleman from New York uttered, but struck out only that which seemed 


ng to the Secretary of the Treasury, but one || only on the pending amendment to the amend- the President how he should make his ap 
that should belong to the Comptroller of the Cur- || ment | ments. Unless ya ae to make this as : 
rency. The Secretary of the Treasury has too Mr. GARFIELD. I wish then to say that, in || Department you ought not to ado} .% ee 
much to do already,too much employment. He || regard to striking out this last word, it can only ment of the gentle man from New York. | : 
nnot give sufficient time and attention to the || be justly stricken out, to show that the amend- || 8¢¢ no an for taking 2 ey ‘ , p. 
printing and circulation of these notes,and there- || ment which the wentie man himself proposed to || rection of the Secretary of the Tre Sate 
fore it should be left exclusively, I think, to the || this section is based to a very great extent on the || lieve there has been no honest or U 5 
Comptroller of the Currency. : argument which the rentleman 1as referred to, in this House who has charg: dthed 
Gentlemen will bear in mind that some weeks || namely ; the Treasury with corruption or s! 
aro I called attention to the mode and manner of The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot see the || [t seems to me since the days of Alexanc Se at 
printing in this Department and to those who |} relevancy of the remarks of the gentleman from || ilton no abler and no purer man has fill fee pee : 
were there employed in printing these circu uting || Ohio. The question is on the amendment to the || than the present incumbent. I have don ia 
notes. I had hope i some attention would have || amendment. cially as I see that my time is out. (L ~e 
been paid to this matter to which I called the es- Mr. GARFIELD. I withdraw it. The amendment was rejected, 





pecial attention of the House, but no such atten- The question recurred on Mr. Brooxs’s amend- | Mr. PIKE. I move to strike out the wores c 
tion has been paid toit. T printing of notes ment. 1} *Sone dollar, two dollars, three d jars, Mi ; 

goes on as heretcfore; and if some great mishap Mr. ST E VENS I do not understand that the |) lars, ten dollars, twenty doll irs.”? This 

does not occur, some public calamity, some great mendment of the gentleman from New York has || a addition to ourcurrency, or r ' 

misfortune, it will be to the eredit of the Repub- || yet been opposed. If not, I will say a word in || templates the addition of $300,000,0U¥. 

lean party. I can assure gentlemen,asa printer || opposition to it || question for us to decide is whet her that ad a 





Rc. 





furnished by the General Gov- 





of r = } 1 we 
fg 
‘ | 
\ > t ’ ; 
templated by this Of 
: General Government furnishes the 
this currency it gets all the bene- 
wae < r the currency. It saves the in- 
. ‘s anv resulting benefit from the loss 
i¢ the banks furnish these notes the 
aa efits. They get the interest, 
“ tin there is by ¢t loss of 
N sir, so faras Lama iinted w 
( ul Vy, ev \ ouy we 
irrency of the Gov lent 
2 x coun y they tak { ? 
“ vidity. W s 
banks to Is this $300,000 
s amendme lopted, t 
x ng | k fui i 
> lan rn ¢ n the 
W ft New 
[hat Wh, 
und d un Itisnota k 
hisam hdment places these na- 
me foot the Bank 
i AuKeS the banks authorized 
\ UAT nes Ul det , | nd ] s ul t 
ssity of making them banks of 
\I a} nt cont ii il s { t { it 
: may be usetul by way of ex- 
ny lniterest, may e is ed by 
the smaller bills which enter 
from hand to hand shall be pro- 
mthe United States Government, 
’ filtered through these banks. 
PER if the gentleman from Maine 
s roposition, he wil not object to 
5 tthat l will make to hisamendment. 


¢ 


1, as follows: 


iwful for any person, association, or cor 
any note, check, or other evidence of 
gned or calculated to circulate as money. 


Mr. PIKE. [have noo jection to that amend - 


it as a modification of my own. 
whether Coneress hast laty wer 
iestion. Lshould have no doubt 
has that power, but the gentleman 

Mass setts [Mr. ELooper] is aware that 
Court of the United States has de- 


ues of the State banks are en- 


er and constitutional. That was in 

e Kentucky banks. Consequently 

eman oOliers the amendment, it 

very wellif it could be carried out; 

sru ng in conflict with the decision of 

‘ourt of the United States. We 

ist Congress to obviate that difficulty 

xing these notes out of existence. We laid 

x stdays of the session upon the issues 

ks, upon the ground that we had that 

f we could not prohibit their circula- 

LV ad for that provision, and the Elouse 

it, and we taxed out of existence tht 

of State banks which were sound; and 

e engaged in the process of procuring 

ssues of other banks to take their places, 
which will be no better than they. 


idment to the amendment was not 





dment was not agreed to. 
ROOKS. 


YY) 


Iam going to make one mor 
nend this section in line twenty-four. 


7? , ° ’ 7 ‘ 
umend by striking outthe words ** Sec- 


a f Treasury,’’? and inserting in lieu 
words ** Comptroller of the Curren- 
5 


that the clause shall read: 


said notes shall bearsuch devices and such other 


d shall be in such form, as the Comptroller 
shall, by regulation, direct. 


Insist in urging this subject on the 
on of the committee, but that I feel 


® rriatt 


er of the greatest importance that the 
y power of this country should be di 


as much as possible in its control. The 
-AULON of these immense loans, of this im- 
st ce yf t 


t, of this vast control of the public 
the hands of one man almost without 


stoliity, is a centralization and consolida- 
wer frightful to contemplate and fright- 
Visequences, l there fore, ne rod faith, 
persistent effort to divide, if possible, 


‘lity in the management of this 
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say t .% mm ' \ x I { t 
never knew in ded 1 env 
oped by som lm | 
( 1 Sec ‘ i Vv, j ‘ 
f re, 1 t 
| < } i } ] j 


ind ¢ \ | ) »W | 
| A 1 ’ t 
I \ 
money I ha t d to 
det em by wl } S 
i 
ry of | \ d e450) {it} cc 
n } ‘ 
| t 
»y be ce j >» TaV Ww 
Y ' 


ie ¢ y ) >wWwh l 1 
i navy 
would do no d 
But, sir, a no ( L by 

leman, th } S450 000 ( ck 3 
of ymebody l s wa ' uu 
pe no expe | lt i 
scriptions for the SoU0 UOU UUU loans ) MU 
ran a year before $18,000,000 of it was taken, { \ 
Which WAas ! sé y “i e ¢ ~ 

ed? Wha | ng || 
this money for tl of est ing a 
Lincol: papers | oO not Know. I ca I aly - 
leve that any of these money operators would be 
so generous and disinterested. I have aia 
accustomed so to co lerthem. If it w o 


forthe high authority of the g tleman from New 
i} York I would not be ve aword of it now. | 


1} sir, | do not know that there is any a -Li ie 
vaper or anti-l now 
I suppos ( loes eM 
Clellan \ He ardly rt m. N 
does he refe rtovt y f 4 f Vy | sp 
Mr. BROOKS. [I said Repu 
Mr. STEVENS. His party co sts only of 
himself and one member claiming a seat, | be- || , 
lieve, from Missouri, [laughter,] and I pr i 
they are not to be su sed to 
) EI . 
, and 
ave || A 
l ex f 
i] [Laugh- ||! 
iry 





have not 


| here, so faras the Republican party is concerned. |! tr 
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dela 


! , i pre nce, AisoO, OF SUCIr ¢ 
I 
J i t was avreed to 
HOOPER | iove to amend t 
y riking out the words ** given t ch 
r ol » and riingin leut } 
“ ** forwarded to 1 cialion Wh 
{ canceled.”’ 
wit amendment was agreed to. 
i‘} tion, an ry lod yt tu f , 
ft } n ils, re I ov 
‘ r ve ¢ 
; 
RA 
. “ 
iy ' 
r ! 
( g not \“ il 
' i it ‘ efed ill t 
} b p 
i i ! l ( ) 
A ' ( I , f | 
| thy “= / f tary { 
i iff i i 
‘ f 
i \ ! i 
HALI | nd 
! y 
} } ' 
j y mer } t « ‘ VM ? j I 
. ' | ! Wy ; 1m ' Fe to t 
| { ( i l'} y 
Y | ] \ } ' 
t ’ then My ntion ha 
! } { ilinare 
{ ! \ Lia int of in- 
ter ] ? ‘ i Va a ry is ere 
t ! { WwW tor rey I 
| \ Ww ne t ‘ Lek 
n } } wat 9 ) 
t i ‘ W l ‘ ire el t y 
y \ > on board wi d 
\ I i | lt L ¢ i 
I ru I { 1 t to 
i rity ) l l 
m LW 
‘Ty vend " ed t 
Mr. HOOPER I { | tw y 
x I \ Ly 
per { ! ‘ I rl \ ‘ ’ so 
{ rovis WwW re 
i r na i i Ww 
ira rto t 
i atti i i 
l slat Li gia iol 
| eAtil ' athi ¥ I ed , 
Mr. HOOPER \ } me 
{ } y addi i word ** red d’? the 
Wo! - - »W ul t of the circula 1 is- 
ued I I 
And any “ ‘ 
‘ it i ' = i l 
K il \ in L< 
ion i the ¢ i 
( } i V1 iv 
mou i i i er | it _ } 
it Cn i ( i ) " ! t i 1 eiving 
. vi Trea { e Lnited 
5 al n 
Via mer Was agreed to 
1 ' ‘1 > ' 
Mr. HOOPER I ve to amend the twenty- 
xth clion y out the ist two pro 
visos, a f ~ 
: j A ' f ll not dim 
i i i t t ireasu b 
low the ‘ ; with him 1 l 
J. 
«7 pe i V ) n ’ 
by such a i i t | 
that there shia i \ t l rvi vy i o 
Mtion OL ANY | Visio Ht tilis act tive l iV 
of the creditors « ich associ ; hor sh the ‘Treas 
urer be required to surret rsuci dsinti is 
of less than 81,000, 
Wm . 
he amendment was agreed to 
.pper } 
Mi PRI( KE. I move toam l venty-sixth 
écction by striking out the word **may,’’ and in- 
serting in lieu thereof the word * shall;’’ so that 
it will read: 
But the Comptroller of the Currency shal! give to any 
such banking association powers of attorney to reecive and 


appropriate to its own use the interest 
shall have been so transferred to the 


on the bonds which 


I'reasurer by it. 


dment is obvious. Do 


a re} in default, the Comptroller 
t to them their interest as it be- 
That should not be optional with 
him 

Mr. HOOPER. I have no objection to the 
ul iment 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. I move toamend 
the twenty-seventh section by inserting, after the 
word **imprisoned,’’ the words, “not less than 

o that it'will read: 
\ i fi who shall v te the provisions of this 
I ‘ f t i high misdemeanor, and 
: be puni i fine not exceed 
nt intersigned and delivered, and 
1 t s than i and not exceeding hilteen 
} it t cretion of the court in which he shall be 
tri 

Iti al, in fixing imprisonmentasa punish- 
ment for crime, to insert both the minimum and 
the maximum term Here we place itin the dis- 

the court to imprison a man for fifteen 

years f LV yn of the statute, or to reduce 
nmenttoa rleday. If there beany- 

ul Inthecrime that! worthy of public notice 
t { be punished at all, | ay that the 

iment should exceed one day, orone month, 

! hould a minimum inserted in 
Mr. STEVENS. Ifthe gentleman from New 


amendment b 
word ‘for?’ i ad of *“fand,’’ be 
1,’’ 1 will not ob 

Is,of New Y 


ny amen 


y inserting the 
; 


fore the word 
Mr. DAV 


) 1 
il 


ect to it. 


I accept the mod- 


} 
YJ 
Ork. 
dment. 


»ament modified, was agre ed to. 


th t, as 


] 
A iit I 
Mr. HOLMAN. Imovetoadd the following 


to the twenty eighth section: 
And it shall be the duty of any association having ac 
eal estate noth ary tor its immediate accommo 
the transaction of its business to cause the same 
t l for it public auction at the door of the 
t hou such association within six months after 
tiring ul ithe to the ue (if not previously sold) atter 
‘ such sale; and’such associagion shall sell 
the same at pu vuction if any person will bid 
the uch st m is would be required in the 
iil i xecution in contormity with the 


) 
Ifthe State in WHICh SUCH ASSUCIALION sllali De Organ- 


Mr. Cl ian, I desire to say in behalf of that 

’ n lat its only objectis to prevent these 
from becom! extensive holders of 

They may acquire it in two or three 

mod : by conveyance to them In payme nt of 
( » vy pu or lands sold under executions 
{ r,and soon, There is no proeposi- 

th requiring them to dispose of these 

, and they will become extensive landhold- 

ers, 1 itis not the object of the Government to 


As 
ulring them 
cessary for bank- 


t nnily 
LO Suppi 
pply 


e! them to own extensive tracts of land. 
id, the re 1s no provi 


these 


sion reg 
. s 
to d se of lands not ne 
, 7) n) , ) ) a y? . 
or purposes, and my amendment is 


that want. 
Mr. STEVENS. I think that that would bea 


is and cious amendment to the bill. 

. ose an] itution is obliged to purchase real 
estate w h they do not require, they will dis- 
of it as soon as the condition of the country 

will enable them to do soto advantage. If there 
1a depression as there was in 1837 and 
1857, and uld continue for two or three years, 
t prov would compel the banks to sell the 
land whi ey might hold instead of letting them 
hold it to a future ume when it may be disposed 


of to advantag: 


Mr. HOLM AN. This amendment expressly 


rvides that the lands shall only be sold when 
may be done at the rate ofappraisement under 
thi iws of the State where it may be located. 


EVENS. During the crash some years 


Mr. SI 
igo the lands held by the Bank of the United 


States were taken for debts due by men who be- 
came by the change of times very poor. The 
lands were held by the bank, aid it allowed a 


given time within which they could be redeemed 

y the payment of the debts for which they were 
held. ‘he lands so raised in value that gentle- 
men at Pittsburg and other places who were bank- 
ru t the time, by the sale of the lands were 
ly able to pay their debts to the bank, but 
to me wealthy. They are now among the 
most wealthy men in that region of the country. 


I do not wish to take these privileges from the 


banks, but that they may allow such time for the 
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March at) [8b 


t. 


redemption of these lands as they 
proper 

‘There were, on adivision—ayes 14. 
quorum voting, 


Mr. HOLMAN. If it is 


underst 


shall have the opportunity to offer , si 
ment in the House, I will now withd av 
The CHAIRMAN ordered tellers. an, 
ed Messrs. Myers and Houtman. 
The tellers report d—ayes 20, noes 50 
rum voting, 
Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my am 
The Clerk read, as foilows: ; 
Sec. 28. And be it further en ted, That 
ful for any such association to purcha 
real estate as follows: 1. Such as sha 
immediate accommodation in the trans 
ness. 2. Such as shall be mortgaged t 
way of security tor loans made by such a ’ 
moneys due thereto. 3. Such as shall t ved , ; 
satisfaction of debts eviously co tract 
itsdealings. 4. Suchasit shall purchase at ; res 








ments, decrees, or mortgages held by su 
shali purchase to secure debts due to s 
association shall not purchase or hold 1 
other case or for any other purpose than as s , W 
section. . 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York. Im 
after the word ** association,’’ in t} 
the 


words **in the. 
business. 


sual courses tc 

| ofier this ame dment 

cover under the provi 

banks may accumulate very larer¢ 

money and loan it originally on bond 7 | 
We know in a debt this bond 

the debt, and the mortgage the security, | 
want to prevent these banks from 

ness of loaning money out of the 

banking. $ 


The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BLAINE. Imoveto am 
ty, in line four, by striking out th 
seven per cent. per annum,”’ and i r 
thereof the words * shed y V 
State where the association‘is located.”’ 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to am: 
of a substitute fer the amendment ot 
man from Maine, by striking out * sey 
inserting **six.’’ 

Mr. BLAINE. The gentleman 
floor to offer that amendment now. ‘Tl! 
as I propose to amend it, will read: 


ee] 


Sions of 


ware, 


establi 


asso 


That every iation may take, re 
charge on any loan or discount made, 
bill of exchange, or other evidence o 
rate established by law in the State wh 
is located. 

The object I aim to accomplish w 
entirely by the amendment suggested by - a 
tleman from Indiana. My object is | 
prevent an increase of the rate of inte: 
ities 1 am acquainted with. We have in Jew M 
England at least one advantage, a 


accumulation of capital. it stimulates e, s 
and gives great advantage to men . 
business enterprises. Now, to add x rt 

to the burden of interest imposed upon every 


who wants to enter Into any man 
business operation, is what the Congress 
United States ought nottodo. If tl M 
will insert six per cent., | will go for it : 


my heart. I moved my amendment | | 

thought it the most practical form in W I 

could pre sent it. ce 
Mr. HOLMAN. My amend: M 

propriate to the text of the bill. Iw ; t ‘ 


as an amendment to the amendment, | 
of a substitute. It is to strike out the word "se¥- an 
en’’ and insert ** six.”’ 

Mr. COLE, of California. Lam in |: 
amendment of the gentleman from M 
Bane, ] butuponentirely differentg Sy 
ever, than those specified by him. l 
tion | would have made was to strik 


tire section. That would leave the rat ‘ 7 
on the money which is issued by t — 
establishments under the control of Ue States 0 
spectively. Thet, in my judgment, § : 
done. 

[tis well known to all gentlemen y 
terest varies in different localities. [t 1s ; ¢ 
in new countries than in old countries : ; 
higher in America than in Europe; t's on 
the western States than in the Adantc Stal , nes 
it is higher westof the Rocky mountal , 


this side. This is owing undoubtedly ‘ 
cro W i u 


that persons seeking a new country £ 





a 1p i a 
pursuit of fortunes Those who 


tage in getting high interest which they do not 
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per annum has been paid, the person or persons paying the 
y generally remain at home, as is the || now have, but which indi iduals loaning money pnp Pr » ir legal representatives, may recover back, in 
most of the constituents of the gentle- outside of the banks do have. :; froin aon te cathon oa oo = - t “ - “ +a = 
2 MI (Mr. BLAINE, | I suppose. Now, while | am opposed to Congress inter- vided, That suid action is commer : withthe’ tee yeast 
1 California i interest is by law, where no || fering at all with the rate of interest, | would be |, from the time the usurious transaction occurred ‘ 
ny s; expressed 1 nthe contract, ten percent. per || opp vosed especially to its interfering So as to raise Tt seems to me, Mr. ¢ man, that the pun- 
it Put the rate is left altoge ther to be gov- || the rate of interest; and if the gentleman’samend- | ishment proposed in the first part of the section 
v the contract between the borrower and || ment is adopted, the effect will be thatevery bank | is sufficiently strinzent—the forfeiture of the en- 
~The usual rate of interest there is || inthe Northwest will have just the same facilities | tire interest of the bill or note before its payment. 
' t. per month; And men are very fre- || for shaving at high rates that individuals outside | The proper time to make a defense of this kind 
i to get money at that rate, and are || the banks now have. Ido notthink the Congress | is before paymentof the money. It seems to me 
a to do it. It is frequently an || of the United States ought to do that thing, and || that the only effect of that clause in th ection 
: for persons to pay that and even a || hence I am opposed to the amendment. which [ propose to strike out 1s to make litiga- 
f interest. The persons who pro- The amendment to the amendment was disa- || tion, while it will be, in fact, no particular protec- 
rrow money are probably as compe- || greed to. tion to the borrower. 
f the advantage it will beto them || The question again recurred on Mr. Biaine’s | Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the part 
am nity in gene ral. || amendment. proposed to be stricken out—to strike out seven 
’ +o is noreason forany law upon usury any | Mr. STEVENS. I move to strike out the per cent. and insert six per cent. 
ay there is fora sumptuary law; no more || last word. I believe we had better leave the bill || Mr. BLAINE. After the vote of the House 
econ than there is fora law regulating the price || as itis. This bill professes to establish auniform | amending*the fourth line of the section, itis quite 
7 yheat, or the wages of labor. || system of banking throughout the United States. |! evident that two other points in the section have 
: ‘Teshig provision is adopted, it will interfere That is one of the great objects of the bill. I || to be amended in order to make it consistent. One 
: laws of the several States upon the same || think it ought to be uniform in the matter of in- || is in the eighth line, where it says that **the 
i . ause they vary materially. In New || terest as well as in everything else. But if you | knowingly taking, receiving, reserving, or charg- 
rate of interest is six per cent.; but || adopt this amendment, then, instead of fixing an || ing a rate of interest greater than seven per cent, 
rt + so in the western States. In Iowa it is || interest which the dealers at these banks may per annum, shall be held and adjudged a forfeit- 
5 ’ :: in Michigan I presume it is different; !| take, you allow the States to fix it, and thus you || ure of the entire interest which the note, bill, or 
mine 3s no reason for creating this discord || bre Ak in upon the whole system and take the || other evidence of debt carries with it, or which 
ing a rate of interest for States differ- management away from Congress and vest itin || has been agreed to be paid thereon | want to 
m what prevails there by their own laws, || the States. Now, I think the rate of seven per || amend that by inserting the words ** greater than 
; Therefore ¥ am in favor of striking out the sec- || cent. ought to be adopted, and for the reason that || that established by law.’’ The other is in the 
hereby leaving the matter entirely under || several of the States now take seven per cent., || twelfth line, where it says that in case ‘a greater 
trol of the several States. That is the || although some of them, my own State for instance, || rate of interest than seven per cent. per annum 
sition of the gentleman from Maine. He |} take six,and some higher. || has been paid.”? I want to amend that by making 
' s to leave it to the local legislation of the Sut, sir, | do not unde es the object of the || it read *‘greater than the legal rate of interest.” 
several States entirely. |; gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Buatve.] If you || I presume that that meets the object of the gen- 
Mr. BLAINE intirely, | allow the banks in New —— Massachusetts, || tleman from Indiana. 
Mr. COLE, of California. There is no neces- || or Pennsylvania, under this system, to take seven Mr. HOLMAN. No, sir. I adhere to my 
. sity for an interference by Congress; there is no || per cent., and yet by the law of his State the || own proposition. 
I ich interference, and no reason for it. I || banks there can only take six per cent., what Mr. BLAINE. The adoption of that would 
‘eeeeil any re ason advanced yet WwW hy | will be the consequt nee? It will be to drive cap- make the bill provide, first, that the State 3 should 
Congress should interfere with this matter of in- | ital from the State of Maine, where only six per || establish the rates of interest, and then that any 
st, when it is palpable that interest varies in || cent. can be taken, into those States where a |; bank that should charge more than six per cent. 
way vera! sections of the Union, arising from a || larger percentage ean be taken. should be prosecuted. 
, ssity which has been recognized by the legis- || Now, it is for the purpose of equalizing the op- Mr. HOLMAN. It is in the nature of a pro- 
1 in each. portunities for in vestmentevery where, and — viso on the present power—thatif they docharge 
Mr. DRIGGS. In Michigan the legal interest || cially in Pennsylvania, that I am in favor of this higher than six per cent. it can be recovered back. 
y er cent.; but by contract between the i provision of the bill. ‘The States can still have Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. [lam opposed 
’ s it may be increased to ten percent. Now, || banks taking six per cent. if they please, and if || to the amendment of the amendment, and to the 
s nroposition of my friend upon the right 1} individuals choose to borrow atsix per cent. they amendment itself. I should be glad to havea 
Mr. Buarne] leaves the matter to be regulated || can go to the State banks; they need not come to |} uniform rate of interest throu rhout the whole 
y the laws of the different States. That will || these banks. Thereare banksinthe West where, || United States. I am aware of the plea that is 
r the whole ground, and I certainly hope it || 1am told, eightor ten percent. istaken. If indi- |} made use of in some portions of the western 
prevail. | viduals there wish*to give eight or ten per cent. || States, that we must permit high rates of inter- 
i lheamendmenttothe amendment, in the nature instead of seven, let them go to those banks. I || est in order to draw capital into the country. 1 
- f asubstitute, was not arreed to. \| do not see why gent lemen from that part of the am of the opinion, from some experienc of the 
qT e question recurred on Mr. Buatne’s amend- ||} country should desire to interfere.with those who || matter, that it would be better never to have a 
” || can borrow at seven per cent. dollar brought from the East into the western 
New +. PR ICE. loffe er the following as an amend- Mr. PRICI Will the gentleman from Penn- || States than to have it lent there ata higher rate 
t to theamendme nt: || sylvania allow me to say a word? than ten per cent. I have seen so much of the 
‘ : out in line four the words “ interest at the rate of || Mr. STEVENS. Certa nly.” ruinous effects of lending money at ten, twelve, 
) § t. per annum,” and insert, “such rate of in Mr. PRICE. The reason why I made the prop- || fifteen, and twenty-five per cent. that | want to 
rt scount as is for the time the established rate of osition was that I have letters in my pocket from see no more of them. 1 would be in favor of im- 
lelay in the payment of money under contract < ee 1 
‘ the parties by the laws of the several States in || PePSONS In my State Who Ww ant to establish na- posing Sseverer penalties on those who shall violate 
r which the associations are respectively located, and no || tional banks, but who want that regulation. the section of this law that prohibits the taking of 
1] Mr. STEVENS. I think thatthose who have || more than seven per cent. interest if we cannot 
— AN. Irise to a question of order, || the advantages of these national banks will have || procure money to do business with at seven per 
i that the substitute proposed by the gen- || advantages enough with interest at the rate of |! cent. per annum, let us do without it, and let the 
| teman from lowa is precisely the same as the |} seven per cent. If individuals in places where || business remain undone. Let the wolves and 
il iment of the gentleman from Maine; it is a | there are banks that charge eight or ten per cent. || bears dwell in the country ull money can be ob- 
hange of phraseology. | interest think proper to deal with them, this bill || tained at rates at which men ean afford to do busi- 
, .B LAINE. Oh, no. || does not prohibit them doing so. It is a taste |! ness. The amendment is offered by eastern mem- 
CHAIRMAN. That is a matter for the || which | aati stand. Nobody willdealat | bers who object to a higher rate of interest than 
tee to decide in voting upon it. The Chair || those shops unless they please. But let Congress |! six per cent., because the banks in that section do 
‘ . xclude it on that ground, || fix a uniformity of interestin these national banks, || not receive a higher rate of interest 
-P oR ICE, My purpose in offering this || and not have thirty or forty different rates of in- I am, for one, opposed to this amendment for 
he Iment is to accomplish the same object | terest in different parts of the Union. another reason. They talk about making the rate 
Mr t by the gentleman from Maine, withanad- || Mr. PIKE. I merely wish to suggest that the || of interest subject to the laws where these banks 
a. nal object. The rate of interest in some of || amendment proposed by my colleague is accord- || are established. Iam tired of hearing this talk 
' the States is fixed de ‘finitely. In othersitis fixed || ing to existing law, and that this bill is an inno- |! about States, State corporations, State powers, 
: ‘adefinite point with contract and at another || vation on the existing law. and all that; and I pray to God that we may have 
st Without a contract, My amendment covers the Mr. STEVENS. I withdraw my amendment || a United States by and by; that we may havea 
cing “hole ground. It allows the rate of interest to || to the amendment. nation; that we may have a powersomewhere to 
s re *€ a8 it is established in all the States, whether The question being on Mr. Brarne’s amend- || determine whatkir id of currenc y we may use, and 
a ue tablished rate be fixed withor without con- | ment, what shall be the rate of interest. Weare trying 
net, » thereby accomplishing everything sought Mr. GRINNELL demanded tellers. to dothatnow.. Should any State, then, have the 
; ») ‘Re gentleman from Maine, and leaving the || . Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Buaiwe and || power to come in and say that we shall not have 
, sa of interest to be regulated by the different Dawson were appointed. a uniform rate of interest? New Jersey will not 
- 'aes In which the hookn are located. The House divided; and the tellers reported— || allow any trav ler to cross her bord out 
a n  BLALNE. I do not think that the amend- || ayes 52, noes 41. paying her the tax that she may im 
- soy ata the gentleman from lowa is one that ought So the amendment was agreed to. One of the States may fix the rate of tat 
: dopted by the House. If I understand it, | Mr. BEAMAN. I movetoamend the thirtieth || ten, twenty, or even thirty percent. It will be 
ee ~ he fe of it would be to give to the banks in || section by striking out the following: take n by sanguine men who are d @ | 4 in city 
ern States, for example, acertain advan- || And in case agreater rate of interest than seven per eent. || lots; men who are engaged in speculations, and 
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fl t y intere , thinking thatthey 
W V f rui yn They 
‘ Way or i l i 
t th ; icy h rf u 
I ! em 
I tl e W notarree to ahi r rate of 
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per cent. is ¢ yw I would be i 
( | x rcent. for whole I 
j ( to i of the ion al 
( no per . a rre to that | 
I m l mendment ) 
im tw rey 
| mendmentt the amendment was ager 
to; tl if ’ rs na divis N—aA Ve 47, noe 46. 
Mr. STEVENS. I move that the commit 
, : , Committ f Ways and Meat 
may ler whether they will further pr 
| n ment adopted takes away | 
W Vil 
J moti vas agreed to 
: ym ind the Sy ker hav y 


Ui ni ae yrdin to order, iad ie I 

£ uly u ! leration, and particularly 
Ho { No. 333, to provide a national cur- 
rency st ir2d by apledge of United Sts SSLOCKS, 
and to provide for ie cil a xacaniaaions ion 
thereof, and had come to no conclusion thereo: 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. COBR, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, re rted that they had examined and found 
truly en danact (S N . 108) relatu rto act 
ing assistant | Lymasters in the Navy, and recu- 
latin the apt! ntment of cadets in the Naval 
Academy; when the Speaker signed the same. 

Mr. STEVENS At the suggestion of several 
rentlemen, | move, for the purpose of deba 
only, th ne rules ispende loa the Hou 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
ont tal of tl U ion 

The motion was s l to. 

So the rules were su nded; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bout- 
WELL In the chair,) and resumed the consid ra- 
tion of the President’s annual message. 
LIBERATION AND RESTORATION OF THE SOUTH. 
Mr. ASHLEY. Mr. Speaker, the hour has 
come in which Congress must deal with the great 
crime of the nineteenth century. The leading 
hed by punishments 
commensurate with their terrible deeds. Every 
logal citizen of the United States will expectthis 
of those to whom they have, at this time, confided 
the destinies of the nat They will demand 
that this great crime be so dealt with that the 
Government shall obtain ** indemnity for the past 
i As one of the Repre- 
sentatives of the loyal people of Ohio I demanded 
at the beginning of the rebellion, and | demand 
now, that itshall be so dealt with that alike crime 
from the same cause shallin the future be impos- 


conspirators must be pun 


and security for the future. 


The proper disposition by Congress of the 
causes which produce d the rebe neon all ques- 
tions intimately connected with it, have given me, 
as they doubtless have given every loyal man, 
gre: at anxiety. : 

The question before us is, how shall the State 
wh mse frovernments home, een usurped or over- 
thrown be reéstablished and their loyal citizens 
be reinvested with all the rights, privileges, and 
immunities of citizens of free States in the Amer- 
ican Union? 

This is indeed a question of transcendent im- 
portance, one with w hich the mere politician has 
as little fitness as disposition to grapple. To meet 
and properly disposs 
order of statesmanship. The untried problem of 


of it demands the highest 
reéstablishing loyal State governments over vast 
districts of country, s o long in rebellion, involves 
the gravest responsibility, an d presents questions 
of constitutional power which have never before 


THE 
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been discussed, as they must now be discussed, 

yy the natio Congress. Iam free to confess 
1 nt first my anxiety has been not so 

much how to conquer the revels a how tase 

an honorable and enduring peace after they were 


conquered. This is a question which, until its 
final settlement, will demand the serious consider- 
ation of the ablest statesmen in the nation. 

It may be an unwelcome question to many gen- 
tlemen in this House. I doubt not that itis. I 
have reason to know that it was an unwelcome 
questionto many inthe last Congress, but whether 


annot now be disps sed 
of or excluded from these Halls as it was two 


years avo by parliamentary stratercy and con- 
aaa as a J J 

The los of events is forcing the nation on- 
ward with such rapidity t t we cannot, if we 


,and many gentlemen 
are now prepared to act who were opposed to 


Ali action two ye saco. Thanks to our heroic 
Army, the rebellion is now so far suppressed that 
qui n of reconstruction Is foreed upon and 
mat | our imt diate consid racvion. All can 
now s thatit ought notto have vbeen delayed 
) ma l am sure all w agree that it can- 
ger be neglected without great injustice to 
« 

\ ! e of the re bus districts 
Att utbreak of rebe n, practi men 
uw and urged the importance and necessity of 
an act of Congress to provide temporary govern- 
ments of some kind for the districts of country 
n revellion; to authorize the loyal ciuuzens re sid- 
erein, as soon as the rebellion was sufli- 
ciently suppressed, to reorganize State govern- 


ments, where they had been usurped or over- 
hrown, and to gt 
ments, republican in form, as prescribed by the 
national Constitution. The bill from the select 
committee, now before the House, recognizes fully 
and cle arly the authority of Congress to pass all 
laws which are necessary and proper to carry into 
iLtconstitulse cea The 


iaranty to them State govern- 


practical effect th 
.uthority to legislate on this subj ctonce admitted, 


whether under the war powers or peace powers of 


Congress, the only questions which can possibly 


divide the unconditional Union men in Congress, 
or throughout the country, will be as to matters 
of detail. It will be noticed that the committee 
have sought to avoid the adoption of any especial 


theory in the bill which they have pre sented. 


Whether the rebel usurpation has destroyed the 


constitutional governments of the seceded S ates, 
or whether those State governments are simply 


} 


suspended or in abeyance by reason of the abdi- 


cation of their officers, or whether by the acts of 


treason and rebellion on the part of their citizens 
and constituted authorities, the States thus in re- 
bellion have committed State suicide, the com- 
mittee have thought best to leave to the determ- 
ation of each member for himself. Hence, no 
report is submitted with this bill. For the same 
reason, no report a Accompanit d thevbill submitted 
by me on this bject two p ars ago, with the 
pproval of a maj rity of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories. The sovereignty of ae United States, 
and the power of Congre ss under the Constitu- 
tion, to legislate for the districts of country in re- 
bellion, are fully recognized by this bill. Allthat 
| have ever contended for touching the question 
of congressional power is here admitted. 
Determining from the outbreak of the rebellion 
that slavery should die, I have sought only for 
such congressional action as would restore the 
rebel States to the Union with freedom as their 
fundamental law. For this purpose | then insist- 
ed and now insist that until such timeas the loyal 
citizens, in each of the rebellious States, are nu- 
merous enough to maintain a State government, 
and shall adoptaconstitution prohibiting slavery 
forever, they ought to be treated and governed as 
citizens of the United States residing within the 
ational oven tion, on national territory, with- 
out St tate governments. With me this has been 
from the » rat the all-important point. Practical- 
ly, this idea pervades the entire bill before us. 1 
care not whether the power to govern the districts 
f country declared by the President’s proclama- 


tion to be in rebellion, after they shall have been 


subjugated, is derived from the war powers or the 
ace nowers ¢ f . ingress. I be i1leve either to be 


} } 


nstitutional and sufficient. I nalts ve we may 
stablish either temporary military governments 
r temporary civil governments. eta Con- 
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erTress may, as the represet tative of + 


power of the nation, pass 81 


ACT) Ws 
jon may i necessary t Se 
erties of the yal. peop in t C 


governments have been destroyed 


this end Congress pee 4 aul f 
tional Constitut ion, prescribe s 

the restoration of the States pi 

have ae usurp¢ d or ove rthrow) 

secure the peace and stal lity of 
guaranty to such States 3 republi 

Believing that this can be done in no y 

and so wellas by organizing and , ; 


State governments, as provided f 
| am in favor of its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, in attempting a ¢ 
difficulties which environ us on th 
reconstruction I have sought only fo 
of such measures as would secy 
speedy restoration to the Union of Q 
re be lion, on a basis that would ¢ 

yproval of the ablest state smen ¢ 
| have had and now have no the 
not yield to accomplish this most d 
| believe it to be the imperative duty of ( 
to lay deep the foundation of o iY , 
on this subject. I beliéve it to bi 
clare in the most solemn man) el 


any State shall renounce its a 





tional Constitution and apneal f 
of the ballot-box to the arpitrame 
it shall be subjugated by the sw 
prerogative as a State be tor 
time as Congress provides for it 
or until its loyal citizens shall, in t x 
their inherent rights of self-cov: 
convention al adopta news 
republican in form, in conformity y 
jer t to the Constitution of the Unite ads 
be recognized or readmitted by C 
ercise their proportionate part of t 
power of the country. 

Mr. Speaker, | can give my 
and defend it only on the assumpt 
are no constitutional State governt 
rebel States. Are there any such * 
ments? I hold that there are not. | 
State may forfeit its right as part of the s 
governing power of the Republic. | 
preposition cannot be suces sefully ( \ 
A majority of the electors of any S 
Union may, unquestionably, alter o1 
Written constitution and refuse to « 
other in its stead. If they may, 
do this, then the abolition of a Stat 
in the manner prescribed by the ors 
ute law of the State, and the adoption 
constitution, renouncing their allegiar 
United States, would terminate their 1 
the Constitution fo exercise any part 
erning power of the nation. If, then,aS 
this Union may, by the action of its 
feit its rights under the Constitution to ex 
part of the sovereign power of the ne 


|| any way cease to maintain such a Sta 


ment as can be recognized by Congress u 
Constitution, the assumption that ‘fa Stat 


|| a State is always a State’’ is a fallacy as 


cicus as it is false. 

I trust that no argument is needed at this 
day to refute the illogical and sophist 
soning which was so prevalent in this H 
throughout the country during the 
medie ately preceding the rebellion. 7 W 
membered that it was then, and is now tos 
extent, maintained that if any one or mores 
withdrew from the Union by the actio 
jority of its qualified electors, ‘‘ for reas 


sufficiency of which, before God 

tribunal of human history, they alone § 
the judge,’’ that their action in so doing, 
formity with the laws of their own Si 
stroyed the Government of the United States 


left each State free to act for itself as an! 
ent nation, 
It was only those who were indoctrinat« 


the false theory that the United States we! 
confederated Governmentand nota nation, 0! 


were blinded by the Calhoun doctrine 
rights, who set up sg answer to this s 
sumption the claim ‘* that a State once a 
always a State.”’ 

Mr. W. J. ALLEN 


a loyal State to come in with slavery ¢ 


March 30) 


Will the gentleman & 





t, 









Never. 


‘- ASHLEY f 
M W 1 ALLEN Does my friend regard 
ur. rebellion as out of the Union? 
. SHLEY I am answering that ques: | 
\SHLEY. g 
: we. ALLEN. Do you so regard them? 


\SHLEY. Their acts are good against | 

ALLEN. Do you think they had 
t of the Union? 

. ASHLEY. Ido not. 

uu. W.J. ALL - - Then if they had no 

» out > Union, they are in the 


\SHLEY. I will answer the gentlema 
sad LEN Wis > rent! 9s | 
WJ, ALLEN. I wish the gentleman’s 
\ C apropos. 22 
\SHLEY. Llay it down asa proposition, 
it believe can be controverted, that 
| relations of a State to the na- 
G may terminate, and the State 


| nolitical organization, to be a Stat 
he Constitution with part of the sov- 
one of the 


- -« 
nation, 10 following 


a | 


successful revolution and 
fa lependent government. 
n Power. 
uiy-making power, whereby one 

States, or any part of a State, may 
ation. 

“treason ce rebellion on the part 
uted authorities of a Sta 
ty of its citizens. 


suest of a foreig 
i 


> 
pe 
ont 


te sustained 


: \ efusal of a majority of the electors 
Sis perform their duties as citizens, and 
ing the minority from exercising the 
ra State government under the Con- 
les might be named, and have doubt- 
sted themselves to gentlemen who have 
. lthesubject. These, however, will suf- 

ate the views I desire to present. 
[he first and second propositions will not be 
1, All will concede that by successful 
n or by conquest States may cease to be 

f the Union. 

[here may be some who will deny that by the 
aty-making power the Government of the Uni- 


an cede one or more States or any part 

f. Cante * > 

ia i »a foreign Power. Those who claim 
‘‘a State once a State is always a State”’ 


ry. The power, however, to acquire and to 

rritory is an attrebute of sovereignty fully 
rnized 
|. John Quincy Adams declared, in a speech 
red by him in he House of Representatives 
ago 
Ally ceded to a foreign Power. 
may c led, then two or more 
partofa State may 


‘° many years 


If one State 
States or any 
be ceded. In sett ling the dis- 

1 indary between Great Britain and the 
vera: United States, Mr. Webster ni gotiated a treaty 

e — at britain part of the State of Maine, 
which the Senate of the United States ratified, and 
ame, and is to-day, the law of the land. If 

y had ceded all the territory included 


. the fers of the State save one hundred 
\ would the families oce supying the remaining 
ry have the right to assume the government 
State and put the machine ry of a State gov- 
Erhment in oy pe ; ation, elect themselves to office, 
and send Senators and Representatives to Con- 
ates gress’ If **a State once a State is always a 
cs Siate,”’ this right would be unque stionab le, and 


‘ey Would assure dly be clothed with that power. 
i 3 said if there be but ten or even two loyal’cit- 
zens In any § State, which by the votes o f a ma- 

of its legal electors has, in the manner pre- 
edwby law, abolished its State government, 
ished a new and hostile government, and 
war “against the United States to maintain 


iat the two or ten citizens remaining loy al, or 


° Ser 


7 a ; fessing loyalty, are, by virtue thereof, invested 
rae wei the entire power ‘of the State government as 
c a con before the rebellion; that, ind ed, the 
1s- as utution survives the action of the ma- 
tly which has abolished it and adopted a new 

‘ that the two orten loyal men may, under 

ow num cee augurate officers from their own 
of th » and thus, while assuming that the acts 


® majority are null and void, hold within 


| 
} 


will | 
ss deny any proposition at war with this | 


by the civilized Governments of the | 


, that a State could constitution- | 


the establish- || 
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themselves and perps 
ernment of the 

W hat wonder that we 
ing in Virginia and L 
reconstruction, when we 
Ing to be statesmen in the 
Representat 
| country with such trans 
that which 


tuate the existence and gov- 
State. 
have had such blunder- 
ina on this question Sf 
have loyal men claim- 
Senate and House of 
ives misleading themselves and the 
vendental proj 


se 


Mu1Sl 


ositions as 


assumes that a State once a State 


is always a State,’’ 


and that ten men may set up 
and maintaina State government in a State which 
halfa million of men have voted to abolish 
But 1 desire, more rticularly, to call the at- 
tention of the House to the fourth proposition, 
that the constitutional relations of a State to the 
national Government may be terminated, by the 
action of its constituted authorities, sustained by 
a majority of its ¢ ns, inabolishing their State 
constitution, establishing a new one, and making 
war upon the supreme Government, to maintain 
the new government thus tablished. I 1m 
thata State which is guilty of such action di- 
vests itself of all rightful authority to participate 
in and be part ofthe Government which it is seek- 
ing to ck Stroy, justas every citizen who commits 
treason forfeits his right to citizer ship, property, 
and life. The territory constituting the State is 
still within the nats irisdiction and consti- 
tutes part of the national | tory, Its citizens, 
though In revel n, ar tillcitizens of the Un ted 
States, and under the Constitution they owe a 
paramount allegiance to the national Govern- 
ment: b the State, having been converted by 
the treason of its rulersand citizens into an engine 
of war for the struction of the nation, has justly 
and f gally fork ited all its rights as an organized 


political ¢ the 


vested with of 


Ion. 


ommunity, I 
sovereignty 


part 
of the nat 


Whatever part of national sovereignty was by 


the Constitution and laws of the United States 
vested in such State lapsed by virtue of its trea- 
son and rebellion, or the treason and rebellion of 
its citizens, and remains inthe supreme Govern- 
ment, 


Gentlemen have asked, with an air of apparent 
rravity, ** when did these States cease to exist? 
Was it on the pas their ssion ordi- 
nances? If not, at what precise period of time 
did they cease to be States and get out of the 
Union?” I answer that the te rritory and people 
constituting the State have not and cannot ** get 
Union,’’ as gentlemen are pleased to 
that is, they ¢ withdraw themselves 
and the territory o! State from the constitu- 
tional jurisdiction of the national Government 
except by successful revolution; but when a ma- 
jority of the electors « f any State in compliance 
with the spirit and forms of their organic or 
statute law change their State constitutions and 
rovernments, and renounce their obedience to the 
national Constitution, their State 
cease from that very hour. G 


save of sece 


out of the 
term It; annot 


of the 


rovernments 


ntlemen must re- 


member that this is not a rebellion on the part of 


' 


the mi npersty * or indeed any part of the people of 
the rebel States against the constituted authorj- 
ties and former recognized governments of those 
States, but a rebellion on the part of the consti- 
tuted authorities and a majority of the pe op! e of 
those States against the Government of the United 
States. If it were a rebellion of a minority, or 
even of a majority of the people of those States, 
against their old State government and constituted 
authorities, as well as a rebellion against the na- 
tional Government, the old State governments 
would remain if their constitutions had not been 
abolished and their constituted authorities had re- 
mained loyal; but their State governments would 
be in abeyance while the rebel insurgents held 
posst ssion of the State. The constitutions and 
vovernments of all the rebel States, however, 
having been changed or abolished in the manner 
prescribed in the organic or statute laws of said 
States by the will of a const } 
their qualified electors, surely no lawyer will 
claim that a legal State constitution and govern- 
ment exists in any of those States such as can 
! Congress o yr any department of 


be recognized by 
the national Government. When such a change 


of their constitutions and governments was af- 
fected, their constitutional relations to the national 
Government ceased. They then ce ased to be 
States of this U nion as politic al or: vanizations, in- 


vested by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States with part of the governing power of the 


tutional majority of 
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Republic, but the territory and people remain as 
before, if rally subject to the and Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

ifthis theory be not the true one, then all that 
the conspirators in Congress from the rebel States 
needed to have done, and all they need do in case 
of another rebellion, is to remain in the 


laws 


Senate 
and House, and insist that the States which they 
represent, though waging war against the na- 
tional Government to destroy it, are still States, 
endowed with part of the sovereign power of the 
country, and thatas Representatives from these 
States they have the constitutional right to retain 
their seats as part of the governing power of the 
country. 

Sir, if the conspirators and rebel chiefs could 
have known that a doctrine so fatal as this to our 
very existence as a nation would have been se- 
riously maintained by loyal men in the midst of 
this great rebellion; if they could have known 
that men claiming to be statesmen would assert 
iS A] rin iple that ‘fa State once a State is always 
a State,’ and that the minority of its citizens had 
the constitutional right to send full delegations of 
Senators and Representatives to Congress, though 
a majority, with the constituted authoritic sof 
St were in rebellion against ihe national Gov- 
ernment; if they could have one made to believe 


the 
ite, 


that the Thirty-Seventh Congress would have 
insisted that this minority in any of the rebel 
States, without an organized civil government, 
recognized by Congress, had the right to fill these 


Halls with their Representatives, on condition of 
swearing fealty to the Government, without re- 
rard to the number of th ir constituency, so that 
they ranged anywhere trom ten to one 
hundred professedly | 
ber of Cc 


rebel 


or two 
oy _ voters for each mem- 
ongress; I say, if the conspirators and 
chiefs could have antic ipated all this, they 

would doubtless have materially changed their 
programme, and every vacant chair in Congre ee) 


would have been filled from the outbreak of the 


rebellion to this hour with the open or secret 
enemies of the Government, all laboring for its 
destruction. 


Mr. Speaker, I know, and alas! 


too well, that southern statesmen, for the past 
thirty years, have had good reason to be familiar 
with the stupidity of northern Representatives in 


Congress; 


we all know, 


sir, | venture the assertion that 
no southern man, in the maddest hour of his pas- 
sionate contempt for the .North, ever conteived 
that northern men would be guilty of the stupid- 
ity of claiming to-day that South Carolina, or any 
other rebel State, has a State rovernment in ex- 
istence which entitles it under the national Con- 
stitution to exercise part of the governing power 
of this nation. Gentlemen may insist as long and 
pertinaciously as they please that States cannot 
dissolve their political relations to the national 
Government, and that when they are once States 
they are always States. The fact that States, 
with the approval of a majority of their citizens, 
have abolished their State constitutions ,renounced 
their allegiance to the national Constitution, and 
made war upon the national Government to de- 
stroy it, is as notorious as the fact that ourarmies 
are engaged i 1 putting down the rebellion. I 
hold that no ac oe of rebellion and levying war on 
the part of the constituted authorities of a State, 
and no ordinance of secession passed by a State 
Legislature ora convention in any State, with 
the approval of every elector in it, can legaliy or 
constitutionally affect the rightful jurisdiction of 
the national Government over the people and 
territory of such State, but such ordinances of 
secession and acts of rebellion and levying war 
on the part of the constituted authorities of said 
State, sustained by a majority of its citizens, de- 
stroys, us a matter of fact, the political organiza- 
tion known and recognized as a State by the na- 
tional Constitution, and no State thus in rebellion 
can maintain constitutional relations to the Gen- 
eral Government until it is reorganized by the 
loyal people, subject to and in conformity with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States. 
Before they are thus reorganized, and until Con- 


but, 


te 
L@, 


rress recognizesthem as States and admits their 
Senators and Representatives, the governing 
power heretofore lodged in them as pol or- 
ganizations, having by their acts of treason ar d 
rebellion lapsed, remains in the people of the 


States which are faithful to the national Consti- 


tulion 





dome 





oe ew 
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ed this theory in 1861, and 
cain by the bill introduced by me in March, 
IHG, ‘ dly loyal editors were not wanting 
in my own State who were so narrow-visionedas 


When I first advan: 


to ree me with indorsine the doctrine of se- 
mn Indeed, the minority of my own com- 
mittes i \itted two reports to this House atthe 
first revular session of the last Congress, making 
substantially the same charee. It might be both 
amusing and instructive at this time to review 
those reports did time permit. i ask gentle- 
men if there can be any greater contrast between 
the doctrine of se ssion and that which I then 
claimed nd now claim as rightfully belonging 
to me sovereign power of the nation. | 
held then, and hold now, that the Government 
of the { ted States has the constitutional right 
to maintain its authority over every State in de- | 
fiance of State secession and State rebellion. The | 
o of the introduced by me more than two 
yeni ro was toaidin enforcing this right. That 
is the object of the bill now before us. Gentle- 


men who thisa recognition of th 
sion are evidently remarkab! 
and should be known at once to the great 
masters, in order that their names may be em- 


balmed with those who * were not born to die.’’ 


can discover in 


neht of sece lori- 


‘The leading ideas embodied in the bill reported 
by me from the Committee on Territori 8, in the 
last Congress, and at which many gentlemen on 


the other side professe d to be so ere atly shocke d, 
have all been adopted, as they know, as part of 
the of the Government. Even the libera- 
proclamation has 
been accomplished, and many of these liberated 


policy 
tion of millions of slaves by 
slaves have had the plantations of their rebel mas- 
‘cordance 
With the policy indicated in that bill, and yet, 
the nation ** still lives. 

Phe national 


ters given to them for homesteads, in ac 


Government not oyly lives, but 


i, is powerful enough to put down the rebellion 
and these rebel State governments. Having done 


this, it will dottbtless find constitutional power to 


prescribe such conditions as shall keep them down 


ind maintain its Fupreme aut hority over every 
citizen and every foot of the national te rritory, 
until such time as the loyal citizens of each State 
shall reconstruct new State governments, with 
republican constitutions, and they shall have been 
recocnized by Congress. 

i might fortify my position still further, if it 
were Necessary, by showing that both the execu- 
tive and legislative branches of the Government 
have by their repeated acts recoenized the fact 
that the old constitutional State governments were 





destroyed or had been abolished in all the so- | 


called seceded States. There are many 
theories on this subject; one is that these State 
consututions and governments still exist, not- 


withstanding they have been abolished by the 


action of their citizens and the new State govern- | 


ments are at war with the national Government. 


This legal crotchet possesses the minds of some 
who insist that the old constitutions 
and governments sull remain because the action 
of the majority is illegal, and therefore null and 
void, To this I interpose the stern fact thata 
majority of the legal electors have abolished their 
sovernments, and that there are no Gov- 
ernors, judges, or legislators recognized by the 
stitution in those States; that, there- 
States, as political organizations, are 


rentiemen, 


~in 
olate 


national C« 


j 
hore, those 


clever 


dead. Gentlemen may parade before us the ghosts | 
of these dead States, and call them living and pal- 
pable, but they are no more States with consti- 


tutions and laws which can be recognized by Con- 
gress than the artificial ghosts which are used to 
illustrate the drama are the ghosts of departed 
saints or sinners. The State organization, with 
its Governors, judges, and legislators, and its 
written constitution, is gone. Philosophically 
speaking, perhaps, as Mr. Brownson suggests in 
the January number of his Quarterly, there must 
be, with every people sufficiently numerous and 
intelligent to maintain a republican Government, 
an unwritten before there a written con- 
stitution, and in this sense a constitution may be 
snid to exist in every State. Butall the rebel 
States have writ They may not 
now faithfully reflect the unwritten constitution 
of the people in the rebel States. We shall see 
how that is when they come to act under the pro- 
visions of this bill in reorganizing their State gov- 


crnments and making another written constitu- | 


can be 


ten constitutions, 
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tion. Ifthe action of the constituted authorities 
of the rebel States, sustained by a majority of 
their electors in abolishing their State 
tifns and governments, has not changed the 
relations of these States to the United State 


constitu- 
legal 
8s, then 
the national Government has no legal cause of 
complaint against these States. The fact is, how- 
ever, despite all theories, that the constitutional 
relations of these States to the national Govern- 
ment are changed, and there is not a day passes 
in which this stern fact is not in some way ac- 
knowledged by every department and officer of 
the Government. 

I need not elaborate the fifth proposition. It 
will not be denied that the majority of the legal 
electors of a State may refuse to maintain a State 
rovernment, that the y may re fuse to send Sena- 
tors and Representatives to Congress, and may 
prohibit the min y from exercising the func- 
tions of a State government by abolishing the 
State constitution, by refusing themselves to es- 
tablish, or to permit others to establish, another 
in its stead. The Government of the United 
States cannot compel the people of a State against 
their wishes to maintain and perform the func- 
tions of a State government under the Constitu- 
tion. They cannotcompel the people of a State 
to s¢ nd Senators and Re presentatives to the na- 
tional Coneress; and the only alternative left to 
the Government of the Univ d States, when State 
constitutions are abolished, or the people refuse 
to maintain State eo subject to the Con- 
stitution and laws ofthe United States, is for Con- 
gress, representing the supreme sovereignty of 
the nation, to provide by law for the protec tion of 
the lives and property of its citizens, and for gov- 
erning theterritory formerly within the local juris- 
diction of the State until such time as a constitu- 
tional State government can be formedand recog- 
nized by ¢ And here, sir, I dismiss this 
part of my subject. 
~ Mr. Speaker, I do not claim that this bill is per- 
fect. Under the circumstances, however, | be- 

think it 

iorize the organiza- 
tion of State governments when only one tenth of 
the clectors are loyal to the United States. I ad- 
mit that this provision was in the bill introduced 
by me in the early part of the present session. I 
incorporated it in the bill to make it harmonize 
with the President’s suggestion, and not because 
nof my own judgment. Asa 


yvernments 


song ress. 


lieve itis the best we can get I do not 


safe beyond question to aut 


it had \ 
member of the committee charged with the sub- 
ject of providing for the reorganization of consti- 
tutional State governments by the loyal citizens 
in the rebel States, | have sought to secure the best 
bill I possibly could. It is not all [could desire, 
and I do not intend to offer any ansendments to 
it, butifan amendment is offered increasing the 
number of loyal electors required to organize a 
State government, I shall feel obliged to vote for 
it. I believe the democratic idea the better one, 
that the majority and not the minority ought to 
be invested with the organization and government 
ofa State. Certainly it is safer to intrust a State 
government to the maintenance ofa majoritythan 
to one tenth claiming to be loyal while nine tenths 
are openly disloyal. 

In answer to many objections which have been 
urged by distinguished gentlemen who have writ- 
ten me on the subject of the ten per cent. basis, 
I will say that the loyal one tenth are to represent 
all the inhabitants, loyal and disloyal, in the State; 
that representation in Congress is not based upon 
the number of electors or loyal citazens in any 
State, but upon the whole number of inhabitants. 
Formerly in the South, three fifths of all the slaves 
were included in their enumeration. Since the 
emancipation of the slaves, the three fifths rep- 
resentation clause in the Constitution is practi- 

cally abolished, ant each emancipated slave will 
hereafter be enumerated as an inhabitant. Sothat 
there is no injustice to the North in allowing the 
old representation in Congress from the rebel 
States. That partof the population known as the 
two fifths free and slave, not counted in the enu- 
meration, will now be added, and two fifths of 
four millions will probably exceed the number of 
whites killed or driven from the southern States. 
If we should undertake to apportion Represent- 
atives in Congress from the several States upon 
the number of loyal electors, we should find, I 


the sanctio 


fear, a number of districts in the North quite as | 


disloyal as many in the South. 


I believe that the saf ty 
and justice to loyal men dema; d 
put the entire authority of 
State governments in the rebel 
hands of loyal men and non 
deemed safe to intrust ten per cent, 
of electors in eac h State in 1860 w 
and resp onsibility »so beit. If 
with this power, they must repr: 
box, and in all the off ices, State 
entire population of those States, 
loyal, including all the colored j 

There are some other points 
I am prevented from noticing for y 

Mr. Speaker, if we would avoid 

complications, and the danger of 
| spiracy and rebellion, let us proy 

Congress adjourns, by law, for th 

ment of republican governments by ¢} 

izens in the rebel States. A subiec 
importance must not be left to 
whim of a military commander, 

Mr. Speaker, suppose the doctrine rp » 
that *‘a State once a State is alway Q 


>. } . 
and that a small minority claim 


ith 


may at any time and in any P rtofas 
cupied by our forces call a mass con, 
those favorable to organizing a new & 


ment, and when the convention j 

selects a Governor and State of 

thorizes them to assume the funet of as 
rovernment either under the old « 

was done in Virginia, or under a 
proclaimed by martial law,as was re 

in Louisiana, and that the Governor 
proceeds to issue his proclamat 

tion of a Legislature, and mem 


pursuance of said proclamation, 

some half dozen counties of the State. 
vene and organize as the Legislatu the S 
and frame a law apportioning the State i 
rressional districts, and clect two | S 


Senators, and appointa = Ly upon w R 
sentatives are elected t 

elegtoral vote here for 
dent next winter, 


ire ani 
son eSS,ar 


ees and V 
what action would 


take upon such a condition of things? | 
six or more of the rebel States in w W 
a military force should by the action ofaf 


dred men to thus organize and se! rd 
vote here, and claim,as they would 


be counted, would this House consent Si 


pose the electoral vote thus sent here s 

change the result of the preside: tial 

if counted elect a President in sympathy w 

rebels; or suppose there were three pi 

candidates before the people, and that the v 

of these assumed State organizations are s 

as to defeat an election by the peo 

It necéssary for the House to select P 

do not gentlemen know that the excite 

attends such a contingency would exe: 

lence anything ever witnessed in t! 

and that it might terminate In an 

Are not gentlemen apprehensive 

spirators of the South, driven to des} 

undertake to accomplish their purpos 
such scheme as this? And is not our pres 
| cuarded and loose manner , reorganiz 
| rebel States well calculated to in 
just such an effort as I have suggeste 
confess that I am not entirely free tr 
| hension. 
| Gentlemen may reply that we have a! 
of the States as now represented in ‘ 
that therefore there can be no danger. } 
rejoin that every State so re organiz dw 
its Senators and Representatives h ex 
ter “demanding admission, and if the ex 
| department of the Government has * oo 
them as the true government of the ; 
will be danger that a majority of 
| would yote to admit them as members, © 
did in the last Congress. 1 desire, there? 
guard against any possible Agree gency 
kind now. If we pass this bill, sucha: 
cannot possibly succeed. . 

I think I may safely spe ak fora large 
on this side of the House, when I dec'a 
never, by their authority or consent, W 
electoral vote from any re bel State tor 
or Vice President be counted in this H 


that State shall have reorganized a Stati 


} 


: ° 7 . bec ret 
| ment, republican in form, and it has been re 








ss. In other words, before on 
led States can be permitted 


4 first resume its constitutional 

Zs national Government in con- 

idl subject to the Constitution of 

C :. The State government 8s which 


1rown or destroyed must be re- 

yw vovernments, organized by the 
und these new governments can 
tutional governments when 

rand recognized by ¢ 
y a pointabout which there ought 
ngloyal men. I[ layitdown 

om which we ought not to depart 
annot safely yield, thatthis whole 
struction, whether under the war 
neace powers of the Government, 
ifided by the Constitution ex- 
“ess, and not to the President or 
arged by him with the execu- 


ongeress. 


| ary orders. I desire the House and 
inde rstand that by silence we sanc- 
sumption of d loubtful constitutional 

v department or officer of the Gov- 

[he dominant party In Congress ought 
that itis making history, and will 

sible in history for every dangerous 
restablished with its consent. Itought 
¢ that every act of the Execu- 

| ( vress becomes a precedent, to be re- 
, if occasion offer, by those who 


arged with the administration of 


{ much preter tbat the Presi dent 
Nicer appointed by him shall do no 


horized by the Coustitution 





iat before any doubtful constitutional 
xercised by the President or any officer 
Government the quesuon shall be submit- 
cress for its decision and advice. 1 
to demand the establishment of 
isist On its strict observance by 
d eve ry rite partment of the Gov- 
However ri ady we may be as patti- 
size for or justify the aanaraplion of 
itional power by those endowed 
ithority, as a Repre sentative | am 
that the President of my own choice or 
r of his appointment should exercise 
wer Which | would condemn if exercised 

y ical Opponent, 
aker, | have the most unlimited confi- 
e President. His patriotism no man 
who knows him as well as Ido. That 
snot intend to assume any of the preroga- 
ngress | know. He 1s the last man in 
{whom I would suspect of using unwar- 





r wer for personal or selfish ends. And 
y here is the danger. We have no fear, 
we who know him confide implicitly in 
sty of purpose, and believe that he in- 

severy act forthe public good. But we ought 
» Mr. Speaker, thac the preceds nts, 
W very department of this Governmentare 





g, may be used hereafter by ambitious 
‘men for very different purposes. The 


Way e better way; and that is for every 
artment of the Government to keep strictly 
the limits prescribed for it by the Consti- 

i laws of the Petialineten. Many gen- 

em toactas though the President, during 
luance of the war, could assume the en- 

War power of the Gove rnment, and that our 
sas 5 Re presentatives were suspended until 

se of the war, except to act as mere re- 

= scribes. I protest against such an as- 

‘on, and against that silence which might 
- rpreted into an assent toit. It is true that 


ent of the United States is made, by the 
auon, Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
Vavy, and in that capacity he may issue 
‘ers to the officers and men as he may 
er to accomplish the military object 
Neress when declaring or recognizing 
AL ie sally he can issue such orders Jo r no 
pose. In addition to this, every order 


iit Stric } 


irict conformity with those rules and 


8 of war, which have been or may be 
1 by Congress, or with the well-known 
VS of war 


ir as recognized by civilized nations, 


2 
President ¢ an make no new rule or article of 


.yt of the governing power of 
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war. That, sir, is a rogative which belongs 
to Congress alone. ‘The idea which | wish to 
impress upon the minds of gentlemen is this, that 
Congress, by the eXpress terms of the Coustitu- 


tion, isinvested with the war-making power of the 


x} 
nation, Whatever rules and articles of war it 


adopts must be enforced. Whatever it declares 
shall not be d ne, as an act Of War, cannol prop- 
erly be done. 


The President, in time of war, is authorized to 


do many acts by virtue of the power vested in him 


} | % ‘ ; ‘ : . ] - ¥ e ; . 
by the Constitution as Commander-in-Chief, by 


the rules and articles of war enacted by Congress, 


} 


and by the laws of War recogniz “cd t y CIVILIZE d 
nations, which he cannot do asacivil f Ma- 
fistrate. Asa civil Chi seca ie cannot 


con liseate pr mperty or emancipate siaves by 
lamat ion; but in ume ot war, by the laws of war, 
as Commander-in-Chief he may confiscate ene- 


my’s property and emancipate all slaves. He 
may frovern the country whicn he col quers i y 
martial law, until Congress shall otherwise di 
rect. But I have failed to find any power con- 
ferred by the Constitution, or by the rules and 
articles of war, or by iws of war, authorizing 
President to establish, without the direction 


of Congress, civil State governments over con- 
quere d territor y, or to reo 


new State crov- 
ernments, or to prescribe what kind of cons sutu- 
tions the loyal iuizens should ad ypt, be fore - Wii 
recognize them as States re red to the U 


| believe this entire power is vested by re n- 


stitution In Congress, and not in the President. 
Congress is not only the war-making but the 
law-making power of t untry. Intime of war 
and in time of | ice C rress must exercise the 
sovereion | wer of the cc intry, or there is ho 


sal - for the future of this nation and for repub- 


ca Institu n 
1 ‘ nan] ] ¢ + ~} > 
ir. Speaker, I do not object so much to some 
thines Which have | gone, or the objects 


sought to be accomplished, as I do tothe manner 


In Which they have been done. Ido not intend 
quietly to permit the President or any head of a 
Department, or any general incharge of anarmy, 
to as mans the legistaliss functions of the Govern- 
ment. A great question, such as the one before 


us, of the organization and restoration of States 
to civil life and power, with free constitution 
cannot safely be intrus ted | yvany power but C 
gress. And, sir, that i wieiak tine Constitution 
has placed it. Inaddition to this, sir, I object to 
any effort at forestalling the action of Congress 
by the military power. | object to precipitating 
great civil questions of th magnitude and im- 
portance of this upon the people of the rebel 


States before the loyal resident citizens are pre- 
pared to meet thé m and are pr yperly organized 
to Insure success. I « ject lo itb cause, whether 
the reconstructed Stat rovernmentsare satisfac- 
tory er not to the neonditional Union men of 
tnose States or of Cong: $s, as the Representa- 
tives of the nation we are placed ina position 


whi re we must eliner r fuse to re cognize the 


States so reorganized, and recognized by the mil- 
itary authorities incommand,as the constitutional 
covernments of such Stat s, or we must qui tly 
by the mil- 
itary power and by the executive department of 
the Government, which belo: 
rress, 

Suppose the convention in Louisiana organize 
a gov rnment obnoxious to a majority of the un- 
conditional Union men of that State, and either 


refuse to submit the Constitution to the loyal peo- 


bi y 


submit to the assumption of authority 


1s alone to Con- 


ile for their approval or rejection, or, if it be sub- 
I 





| J ’ 

tt 1 enlimitted » ft Canas I “Am nt 
mitted it is submitted as e Kwansas-Lecompton 
constitution was submitted, and the openly dis- 
lovyaland pro-slavery conservative elements claim- 
ing to be loyal are rmitted to vote for it, thus 


securing a majority in its favor. If the general 
li CC mmand nd ail thie ae 
ernment, except Congress, treat the officers ofa 


tments of the Gov- 


State government thus organized as the consti- 
tutional government, what shall Congress do? 
Submit to it and admit their Se — sand _— - 
sentatives, or reject them? I should like 

genuiemen, if C mgress should refuse to admit 


} 
to ask 


them and refuse to recognize the new government 
as the constitutional government of the State, 
whether the electoral vote of that State, if sent 
here, either under the old State organization or 
under the new one, thus constituted and recog- 
nized, would by the authority of this body be 
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counted, and t roverning power of th suntry, 


to that extent, be placed in the hands of a mere 


handful of oven controll Fa State 
which We retused tor 


rovernment 

‘ rnize. Suppose, further 

that ail the departments of the government but 
| . 

this House should recognize the new oreaniza- 


tion,and that the Senate sh ruld admuitits Senators 


as they have done in the case of East Vir 


while we refuse admission to theirsmembers 


Hlouse, would the electoral vote 
be counted if sent here 


Would this new go 


ernment be the constitutional government of the 


elected io this 


State until recognized by Convgress—l mean by 
the concurrent action of the Senate, House, and 
President? Gendemen who examine this su st 


cannot fail to see the complications and difficultiés 
in Which we may be involved unless some unt- 
form policy Ngee 
is adopted by Congress and strictly observed by 
the Executive Ds partments of the Government 

{tlere the hammer fell.] 

Mr. GRINNELL 
have leave to proceed, 

Leave was eranted, 


Mr. ASHLEY. 


lamation SAYS: 


I move that the gentleman 


The President in his late proc- 


“And [ do further proclaim, declare, and make known 
that wheneverin any of the States of Arkansas, ‘Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, ?ennessee, Alabama,G 
ida, South Carolina, and North Carolina a number of per 
sons not less than one tenth in number of the vote “tin 
such States at the Presideutial electionlof the year of our 


Lord 1860, having taken the oath aforesaid, and not having 
Lire elec 
tion law of the State existing immediately betore 


bexcluding all others, shall re 


‘orgia.klor 


& 


since violated it, and being qualiGed voters under 
called act of secession, ar 
establish a State government, which shail be republican, i 
in nowise contravening said oath, shall be recognized ast 
true government of the State.’’ 


ud 


‘*Shall be recognized as the true government 
of the State’? by whom? The fair interpretation 
of the language used is that the State, when or- 
ranized conformity with the provisions of the 
proclamation, will be recognized by the President. 
The country so understands the proclamatt ym. 
And yet lean speak authoritatively when I say 
that the President does not intend todo anythi 
of the kind without the concurrence of Congress. 
if the rebel States still retain their political organ- 
izations under their old constitutions, neither the 
President nor any general in command can by 
proclamation or orders change those State con- 
stitutions. If the old State constitutions and gov- 
ernments of the rebel States are destroyed, then 
neither the President nor any general under him 
can, With the military power, establish civil State 
governments with such constitutions as they may 
dictate, without the consent of Congress. 

‘The military power and the civil power must 
not be confounde d. 


Above all, itmust not be for- 
gotten that Congressalone isclothed with the war 
power and the civil legislative power of the na- 
t 


Mr. Speaker, suppose the Union men, by un- 
wise divisions and personal ambitions, are.defeat- 


ed in the coming presidential eleetion, and by 


such division a Presidentis elected by 


t 


the opposi- 
ion: would gentlemen on this side of the Llouse 
quietly 


here and permit a pro-slavery Presi- 
dent, — the entire military power of the coun- 
try, and one tenth of the local population of the 
rebel States, professing to be 4 il, to reorganize 
State governments, and recognize them as the 
Constitutional governments of these States, with- 
out the consent of Congress? No, sir From a 
hundred men now on this floor a protest would 
come in the name of an outraged pe ople, protest- 
ing against such a usurpation of the pre rogatives 
of Congress, and against such a flagrant violation 
of the Constitution. Why would we all ec ry out 


with one voice if such a scheme ‘or reorganizi: 


he rebel States was in process of enforcement bY 
an opposition President? The answer is easy. 
We \ 

certain that with such power in the hands of their 
President they would reéstablish slavery and the 
old slave State governments in every rebel Sta 
and thus bring back many of the traitors to the 


vacant seats here. Of course, sir, we would all 


would not submit to it, because we would be 


protest; and as I would protest then so I protest 
now against the adoption of any policy by the 
executive or military departments of the Gov- 


ernment on this question of reconstru¢ » untl 
it shall first have had the sanction of Congress, 
Sir, | want no precede nt established by this Ad- 
| ministration, touching the exercise of doubtful 





2 


serene eve 
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j ge wre 
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mit N i ( § nay y { \ 
oO ) ich a 
TOT | ! menw ! ill wi stra 
} i t es \ iF ; 
Call n, and ‘Tex nnexation, especially dur- 
e Adm \ of Polk, Pierce, 
| s yw find it difficult, in my 
nt, t rea rt ,* i 
{ \ ill atl wer ll 1865, v 
( ] VY nave ret 0} tsuci Cconspil \ 
as | delineated LD entiem LV that 
} I ewer, DY repeating W I 
; ‘ | bef I { t I r yowt . 1 is 
n . ievery dis in W i l have sp I 
{ l “ made if the pro 
very party of untry elect a Preside 
{ r pecu to accom h all I have de- 
pid ,~ a l ( icrate I ei debt W e thie 
ever power employed for that unholy pury 
If they should succeed in an election, no man need 


redi what they wi t atten 


npt. ‘The country 

, ; ; ‘7 1 < 
not yet fors en how the ‘Texas annexation 
as yught through Congress by the 


is pro-slavery rebellion. They had 


but $10,000,000 in bonds to ons rate with, worth 


irom five to seven cents on the dollar: annexatior 


and assumption made thempar. Inthisnew po- 


htiical and hhnancial schem 


he conspirators will 
have three or four thousand million dollars in 
confederat mds with which to effectuate their 
purposes. Sir, when | remember whatinfamous, 
God-defying acts the American Congress under 
the lead of the pre tpro-slavery rebels has been 


guilty of in days that are past, I shudder when ] 





contemplate the terrible ordeal through which the 
nation 1 ils proce SS regeneration must pass 
alter the se ol the war. 

Mr. Speaker, I have already, in passing, re- 
ferred io the action « ; L ia 
lana. Let me call the ise and 
the country to his unwat fi 
assumption of civil authority in that State. In 
the first place, aga t the protest and in defiance 


of the well-known wish 


- 


known to the country, ri 
conditional Union men of Louisiana, G 
Banks issues an order for an election 


of February last, of State officers, under the old 
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in I ¢i nority by f 5 
ver. # tu MOK A LiL further into the mat- 

- After ord ing an election for Stat offi ers 

r the « i} constituts n, whi h, if acquiesced 

ry Congress, will legally revive the old order 
things in that State, General Banks issues an- 
her order directing that an election shall be held 

wr delegates toa vention for the purpose of 
mend e the constitution of the Stat y that it 
may conform to mething—il is diffi uit to say 





what. ‘The follow is his order upon.the sub- 


i ( rthatt 4 ‘ Ww of the tate may be made 
W e people, and | in ze with 
t g vi is to mainta nd preserve 
1 ir i I .an elec 
\ { e revision of the con 
“ t Monday of April, 1864 
‘ ' 
Whence did G Banks derive authority to 
ict rd Certainly not from Con 
] 
I ° i iWS OT War as recognized by 
i nations, nor from any rule or arti of 


var Known to our m tary code. if the power 
l ie the i ris not derived from either of 


urces, then the action of General Banks 

Wi 1 det 8S assumption of 

military W . well 3 an outrage upon the 
y orga l ly of men known and admitted 

to be fre mle men. Asam iitary com- 

n der tm the service of the United States, he 
yvern aA i quer 1 pe pie by martial law 

n Conere or the people, in the exercise ol 
yal, po \ y,1 mize acivil gov- 
erument 8u ct t Constitution of the United 
States, without interference or coercion from him 
y the m tary foree under his command. But 
re ier G el Banks nor the ¢ mmander-in- 
( ym llaw, prociaim a constitu- 
ror { ivi avernm nt of iny State. Gen- 
Banks, however, de res in this extraordi- 

nary proclamation that ** the fundamental law of 
L u ina Tt! i law.’’ lt wy Pventiemancan 
Hou or the country about this 


matter he will entitle himself to the lasting grat- 





1d I i loy men. Will any re} eman tell 

! how **n ir ial law’’ can become the ** funda- 
menta iw?’ of any organized civil State covern- 
t known t the (oo! tution of the United 
Sta Lho neral Banks norany 
other ra if a department has 
uthority to or for State officers in 


y of the rebel States under any fundamental 
iw, whether it be mar ial law or civil law; still 
ess has he any show of power or excuse for or- 





dering an election of ates to a constitutional 
convention if there is an existing fundamental 
law in the State 


If the State officers who have been elected by 


General Banks’s orders assume the functions of 


ivil government they will undoubtedly be rec- 
ognized as officers under the old State constitution 
ot Louisiana, whatever General Banks may say 
about martial law, as the fundamental law of the 
State. If they are not officers of the civil zgov- 
ernment of Louisiana, then the late election was 
a farce, for martial law does not provide that the 
people, or any part of the people over whom it 

| hemselves selectthe officers to 
administer and exercise It. 
at if these recently « lected 


1 undertake to say th 





State officers are installed into ofhice and recog- 


nized by Congress, such recognition will legally 
reéstablish the old State constitution and slave 
code of Louisiana. In addition to this the State 
rovernment, thus established and recognized by 
Congress, may legally refuse to submit to or rec- 
enize the validity of any new State constitution 
adopted by the convention ordered by General 
Banks to be elected in April, after the State offi- 


rs elected under the old constitution are inau- 
i 


vurated and invested with the civil rovernment of 


the State. They undoubtedly will refuse to rec- 
rnize the action of that convention unless it be 


rmity with their wishes, because they can 


properly claim thatthe old State constitution, hav- 


. : , 
Det revived and recoguized by their elecuon 


/ q y ’ ’ 
id inauguration, 


f i c t provides the manner in which 
it may be amende 





March 80, Lob 





med State 6: , & 

t newly ¢ ted Gov ry 

order an election for members of c ' , 
lature and Coner: 8 instanter, i | 

surprised if we have Sen . | 

tives applying here for adn f 

ernment thus organized by the m \ 

before we adjourn. If such 3h | _ 

and they are admitted before th; 

constitutional conve ntion 1S submitted + 

people for their approval, and the i Q 

officers accept and recognize that 

adopted by the people, as the constityt 

State, these officer: may, if they 

disre card the action of that « ) \ i 


main under the old constitution. If the: 


do this what remedy would be left t | 


eress should recognize this assumed S 

ernment, before the constitutional ; vent \\ 
ordered by General Banks to b 
assemble, or before it had adopted 


a constitution to the loyal ele 
for their approval, its whole pow ( 
newly elected officers could and might 8 
defeat the wishes of the free S 


sired by the present State office 





a better way of accompli hing the 

by refusing to accept the cor 

the convention and adopted by ¢ 
have no doubt that the officers 
State government could, if they wi 

by Congress, defeat the adoption of a { S 


constitution in Louisiana if they di 

I do ot say that they will attempt t.§ ( 

eress recoenize them, for [do not k 

only say that the y could easily d 

ferred the old constitution to t 
Gentlemen will readily s¢ 


avoiding such complications, ar 


that the safer and better way 
State constitutions adopted and 
loyal peop! 


; + . 
State officers are ordered by any 


and by Congress fore ¢ , 


we admit either Senators or Ri 
Conere ss from ai y of the rebel S 
I hope we will have no such difficulty in] 
iana as I havesuggested. I havealw 
a high appreciation of the character 
of General Banks, that I regret very 1 | 


have felt it to be my duty to say w | ; 
his acts touching the reorganizat Ss S 
[ cannot, however, shut my eyes t : 
the policy adopted by General | 
every inducement for the secret ¢ 
Government, by uniting with the consery 
tion opposed to a free State . v 
the condition of things | have des is 
we are notto havein Louisianaat 
Missouri troubles. 

If General Banks, instead of ordering 
tion for State officers under the old . 


of Louisiana, had listened to the 1 
and ordered an election of delega 
vention to amend the old constitution ol L 
ana, or to make a new one for the t 
men of the nation might have t 
unauthorized assumption of power or art Ae 
Asitis, loyal men are compelled to prot g 
it, not only because of his exercise of pow 
which there is no law, and his disreg 
wishes of the free State men, but b S 
difficulties and complications which a rej 
of such actsin other States may bring U k 
Here is what the free State men of Li ay 
on this point: ‘ 

“Resolved, That this free State general 
relinquishing its judgment that the on! 
struction is a convention to formanew 
any election for State officers; and notre : 








ful claim to have il 1 

the danger of any 

and not yielding its ¢ a ‘ 
seven executive officers can, by | us : 

stvied the civil government of L« 

less, recognizing the patriotic duty n : 


in office men whose opinions are int 
wants of Louisiana and the spirit of the age, 5 
in the elections.”’ 


The farce of an election was gone tht 
and of course the men representing &! 
tion whose loyalty never was ques! 
defeated, and the candidate of Gr 
elected. It could not well have been ote’ se will m 
A military commander whoannout nes tn me t 
tial law is the fundamental law of ine + 





vy. W 





would not find it very difficult 
vy Ol be m 
vote did not exceed ten or 
candidates in the field. 


ight designate, especially 
wilh three 
whole vote inthe State , as claimé d by his 

« only 6,171, less than one fourth of the 

ny congressione al district. 

“ro fifty-four parishes in the State, only 
¢ which are under our control, Of the 
who voted for Hahn, I have been credi- 

ed that over 1,000 were employed in 
rormaster’s department; about 550 are 
on in the city of New Orleans; city labor- 
1100. and oth r city officers 100; some 1,600 
ree ers claiming to be citizens of Louisiana. 
mavor of New Orleans was removed 
ai Banks, and one appointed who could 
vould control the votes and influence of the 
' r emen, city laborers, and city officers. | 
W ihe military power of the department to 
Hahn, with the votes of all the Govern- 
employes, the Louisiana soldiers and po- 
‘ig entire vote in the twelve parishes is 
6.171, and yet this insignificant vote is pa- 
fore the country, and unblushingly calle . 

State of Louisiana, whict 

50,000. Behn ad 
.< many votes in the entire State as Mrs. 

| Beauregard had sympathizing rebel 

sin attendance upon her funeral in the 
f New Orleans a day or two after thiselec- | 


of the entire S 


i360, gave a vote of over 


ive said nothing of General Banks’s orders 
the freedmen of Louisiana. God 
retosay aword that l ought 
y, but l cannot remain silent when such 
ing committed. lam heart-sick 
ring toreve lsands slave holde rs. Whe n 
er wasin command at New Orleans no 
zed free State man complained of his mas- 
ministration. ‘The rebels and slavehold- 
r, made day and night hideous with 
wiing; and General Butler was removed. 
General Banks has been in command there 
a rebel or pro-slavery complaint, 
{1 manly protests come to us from 
nion men, who have been tried as 
, and whose | oyalty was never tainted by 
gan oath to support the rebel aaaraeanh, 
* voluntarily defending and justifying it. 
Ihis simple fact tells its own story, and I need 
other word, 
Mr. Speaker, let us see to it that there is no 
t of these acts by any other general in an 
t to organize a civil government fora rebel 
without the express authority of Congress. 
this billas a law, and you insure the lib- 
ation, regeng eoenner restoration of the South. 
pass it, and the loyal men of the South 
to the mercy and caprice of military rul- 
Professed‘loyalists and open-throated rebels, 
ive been guilty of eve ry crime, will con- 
together to crush the free State men as the y 
Missouri. Theamne sty oath will be taken 
y thousands, who willat once strike hands with 
rs, robbers, and murderers to destroy the 
who have, from the first, been faithful to the 
nstutution and the Union. 
Mr. Speaker, the war ended, I feel confident 
ie wily enemy willattempt to regain by di- 
lacy much that he has lost by an appe “al to 
8. Therein, sir, as | apprehend, lies our dan- 


The natic n, anxious for peace, willeagerly 


© atmentor 


ihavel »des 


arities are be 


“ten to the voice of the returning prodigal, until 

Ke the song of the siren, it will, as of yore, lall 

“ny loyal but too confiding men into a plausible 
isive security. C unningly devised schemes 

stment, declared by their authors to be 

rabvie to all parties,’’ will be thrust upon us, 

rery form of sophistry employed to conceal 

Le formities and extol their merits. Let us 

, . vese issues now, and meet them like men. 

~t us define ele arly and unmistakably the policy 

he Government upon all questions an hing 

- es "struction and restoration of the rebel 

eae the Union, and thus render forever im- 


| humiliating pn een 


a n of 


The truly 
the North and the South will ex- 


. d demand this of us. They will demand 
Kit ir heroic sacrifices and suffe ‘rings shall not 
““ feen all in vain, And, sir, sucha peopl 
2 right to make such a demand. Theit ir 
z Must be con sulted, must be obe yed. Iknow 
obedience to it will make freedom and justice |! 
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the prominent elements of every newly organized 
State. Mr.S peaker, | believe : may safely say 
that never in the history of any nation has there 
been grander exhibitions of et Be a and hero- 
ism than have illustrated every battle-field of this 
terrible rebellion. Why, sir, when I go through 
my own district and hear the simple and 
story told in almost every 
ers and sons, 


touching 
y household, about fath- 
sands and brothers, who have 
gone into the Army that the Republic might live, 
lam proud of my country, and thank God that 
1 belong to such a heroic 


Mr. Speaker, 


to fill our 


hust 


race, 
Il have witnessed, when aiding 
armies, many beautiful and imposing 
though touching and heart-rending scenes. lt 

the same story of devotion and valor everywhere. 
The scene which | have in my mind’s eye has its 
counterpart everywhere throughout the North. 
The picture is dacuerrt otyped upon the mind and 
soul of every man whose 


struggle. In one of the 


heart has been in this 


my district, around the domestic hearth, before a 
blazing fire, hered a family group. They 
have just returned from a war meeting, and are en- 
The 
can be spared fromhome, 
how many can volunteer to go and fight for their 
country? 


Is gat 


raged in serious and thoughtful discussion. 
question Is, how many 


Atlength,amid the contending struggles 
of patriousm, duty, and affection, it 
Two brothers make the Quietly 
and methodically they prepare for their uncertain 
W he n that they enter their 
names as volunteers, and await, and thatnot long, 
the orders which summon them to the field. The 
day of partingcomes. Atthe 
cathered 


iS 8¢ tule d. 
stern resolve. 


aosence, is done 


railroad station are 
, siste@s, and 
spirits fare- 
owded with 
s, who rend the air with shouts as 
they catch aglim e of the new 
eer yee oner penne aeteesenee 
the tears and sobs of those who are now about to 
pe urt, and comaitta forever. The last shake of the 
he and is Piven, thre last kiss im} 
brows, 
swiftly 


fathers, mothers, brothers 


friends to bid these and other brave 
well. ‘The approaching train is c1 
other voluntee 
recruits—shouts 


ly repress 


rinted ul 
l] uttered; the 
away,and this patriotic family, who have 
given up their soi 8S, turn to we nd their steps to 
their now lesscheerfulhome. Letusaccompany 
them, and strive to realize their condition. 
as they gather around the evening altar, to the 
prayer which from heart and lip ascends to the 
God of nations and of men—a prayer that the 
country may be that the pi 
of the beloved ones who have 
may be spared, and they 
their family and home. 

we are 


nmanly 


the last fare we train moves 


Liste: 9 


saved, and precious lives 
to fight for it 
in due time restored to 
One phase in the 
contemplating is over. ‘Time has healed 
the poignancy of the sorrow which attended the 
parting, and the household moves on in accus- 
tomed routine. Weeks have elapsed. A flash 
wires announces a battle in which the 
absent ones have participated; but alas! it is too 

for miles, 


Away 
haste a company on 


rone 


scene 


along the 


meager to allay their anxiety. 
over a bad and frozen road, 
horseback to get fuller details from the papers. 
Jehold, with what trembling anxiety the 
glances along the column of 
to see if 


j father 
kille d and wounded 
the name of either of his sons is there! 
And when the dread intelligence is found, go now 
to that bereaved family circle and witness the 
more than Roman fortitude with which it is ac- 
cepted, and tell me in what former period of hu- 
man history the world has afforded a more exalted 
exhibition of valor and patriotism. 

Sir, these are common scenes. Thousands of 
homes thus bereft have uttered no complaint, but 
have sent forth other sons to bleed and die, per- 
hs aps, or perl sh by disease, in some future cam- 
paign of this dreadful struggie. Nor has the voice 
of compl laint yet reache d us from the 
from the hos; ital, or from the 
the Libby or Belle island, 
either. Our fellow-cit 


battle-field, 
horrible dens of 
tenfold than 
zens have only asked that 
the war might be prosecuted with vigor, until the 
rebellion was effectually broken, anda triumphant 
peace was achieved, 

At such atime, amid such scene 
presence of such a people, 
} 


worse 


,and in the 
how indefe Sensible ,how 
and partisan strife. Sir, 
must wherever I go, such 


scenes as 1 have so p riy delineated, my heart 


criminal, is all persona 
when | witness, as I 


is filled with the deepest sympathy and 
and | involuntarily ask myst lf what there is that 
can ever compensate for all this ¢ ffl clidl, this en- 


sorrow, 


agricultural counties of 
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durance, and this self-sacrifice. There is but a 
singieanswer. Nothing, absolutely nothing, but 
t regeneration of the Republic by making 


the entire 
liberty and Union one and inst parable ” That 
the earnest 


ss 


nation will 

plish this work | have neve rdoubted. To meit 
is the simple logic of the contest. l have believe ad 
from the first that it must come, because 
believed that Providence would bring to naught 
the counsels of the wicked and the:¢ ratty Indeed 
1 contemplate the future of this struggle with rap- 
ture, 


men Of this grea accom- 


l have 


‘The clouds which to the eyes of many have 
darkened our poultice 


al horizon for three years, have 
all had their silver 


vs for me. 
been dark enough to cause me 


thhin 


No hour has 
to feel one throb or 
My hope] 
would at last triumph; 
we are making assures me 
cated from the fir 
because _ | 


toutterone wail ofdespair. :as been that 


and the 
that it will. 


justice progress 


| advo- 
st the emancipation of allsiaves, 
believed ideas were more 
than armies, justice mor 
and truth a weapon 


formidable 
powerful than prejudice, 
mightier than the sword, 
‘Thank God, that as a nation and people, after 
three years of war and mourning, we are begin- 
ning to comprehend our duty and to feel in this 
life-struggle for national existence 


,» ttint 
* The laws of changeless justice bind 
Oppres rand oppresses 
And, close as sin and suffering joined, 


We march to fate—abreast.”’ 


‘ 
I have believed thatasa nation we shoul dgrow 


stronger and gain victories only as we 
manly and just, and 
emerge 


became 
liberty would 
conflict, changing 
, customs, and laws to meet the re- 
quirements of a higher and better eivi 
and that thus emerging, she 


magic 


that at last 
triumphant from the 
constitutions 
ization; 
would vivify by her 
waste, and ( 
spot consecrated by the 


touch eve ry di solate 


bloom every 


her fallen 


cause to 
blood of 
Anything short of this would 
e hollow mockery; with it accomplished, 
“Who will mourn that in these dark days 
lis lotis east? 
God’s hand within the shadow lays 


The stones whereon His gates of praise 
Shall rise at last.’ 


sons. 


o . * 4 . *. * 7 * . 
“Turn and o’erturn, O outstretched Hand, 
Nor stint nor stay ; 


; 
The yeats have never dropped their sand 
| On mortal issues vast and grand 
As ours to-day.”’ 


Mr. LONG obtained the floor. 
Mr. ANCONA moved that the committee do 
now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Bourwe xt reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the President’s an- 
nual message, and had come to no conclusion 


thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. GRINNELL, (at 
five minutes to five o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE 
Tuurspay, March 31, 1864. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SUNDERLAND. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT wer before the Sen- 
ate a report from the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating,in answertoa isbn of the Senate of 
the 15th instant, statements showing the number 
of men in Kansas subject to military duty, the 
number of regiments and independent organiza- 
tions furnished by the State of Kansas (including 
colored troops) under all calls, and the name, 


number, and description of troops serving In the 
department 
Major General Samuel R. ¢ 
tion of Mr. Pomeroy, 


table and be printed 


surtis; which, on mo- 
was ordered to lie on the 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
Mr. SHERMAN presented a a lientad of the 
Cincinnati Horticultural Society, praying for! = 
eral apy of the Department of 
rredt »>the Committe Cc 


‘ 

ropriations in aid 
Agriculture; which was ref 
on Agriculture. 


so pre sente | a petition of citizens ot Onto 


He al t 


praying for the sale of the mineral lands of th 
Rocky mountain country, and that liberal aid 


@- 


of Kansas subject to the orders of 


io 


oe 





enti. aren sn 


wt Wg 


Pier ea and 0 
yhey 


Pete 1: 
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may ’ | ! nstruction of the North- 
el ( ral P railroads; which was re- 
ferred t! { mm ee on Publ Lands. 

HH o presented a petition of citizens of Knox 
county, Ohio, remor ling against the exten- 
sion of the Goodyear patent for the manufacture 
of vulcanized I L. rubber; which was referred to 
th Committe mn Pa ! ind the Patent Off 

Mr. ‘J lg KYCK pre ented ap tition of ciu- 
zens of Ocean county, New Jersey, praying for 
additional railroad fa ties between the cities of 
New York and Philadelphia; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Mi 

Mr. HALE pr ed a pet tion of citizens of 
Rochester, New Eat hire, praying for the abo- 
lition of 5 y, 1 an amendment of the Con- 
atitutio United States forever prohibiting 
its existence; which was referred to the select 
committee on very and freedmen. 


Mr.CON NES ented the petition of George 
P. Ihrie, late co al and A. A. D. C. on the 


staff of General Grant, praying for compensation 


for the ass of persenal baggage and property, 
captured and burned by the rebel cavalry on or 
it t lith of January, 1863, on the line of 

the M ile and Ohio railroad; which was referred 
to the ¢ nmi »on Claims 

Ile also sented the memorial of commander 
Fal ius Stanly, Uni ed States Navy, protesting 
arvainst the alleged unjust action of the late ad- 
visory board in withholding from him a recom- 
mendation for promotion; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, a bill in regard to such cases hav- 
ing been rep | fron e Committee on Naval 
Altair 

lH ’ ’ f ! lutions of the Levgisla- 
ture of Ca rnia, in favor of opening to preémp- 
tion the Nome Lackee Indian reservation, in the 
Marysville land district, a. same having been 
abandoned by the Indians; which were ordered 
to lie on the table and printed. 


Mr. WILLEY presented a petition of officers, 


non-commissioned officers, and privates of the 
eighth mounted infantry regiment of Virginia 
volunteers, praying for an increase of the pay of 
non-commissioned officers and privates now in 
the service or hereafter mustered in; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia r 

Mr. BUCKALE W presented four petitions of 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying for increased 
railroad faciliti ween thatcity and New York; 
which were referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 

OVERLAND MAIL TO CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to call up a bill 


which was re port d from the 
mittee a short time 
194 

Several Senators. What is it? 

Mr. COLLAMER.,. It is to authorize 
Postmaster General to contract with the 
land Mail Company for carrying the 

Mr. POWELL. lL hope we shall 
get through with the morning busi 
bye 1} 


or two days past 


Post Office Com- 
Senate bill No. 


' 
e i ‘lt vr 
» Veing 


the 
Over- 
mail. 
be allowed to 
ness. Il have 
trying to ectina little resolution of inquiry 
, and unless are 
called for in their regular order | despair of ever 
getung unanimous consent to putitin. I very 
y to interpose this objection 
when U senator trom 


resolutions 


Vermont is on the floor, 


for he is always very courteous indeed. 
Mr. ¢ | LMER I shall be obliged to insist 





on my motion. ‘The bill which I have moved to 
take upisa lreported by the committee unani- 
mously, and the public interests demand its pas- 
sage. It will occasion no debate, 1] am sure. 

Mr. P OW ELL. I suggest to the Senator that 
we be allowed to go through with the morning 


Th se of us 
unanimous conse 
of our mort 
favored cla 


business, who cannot obtain the 


nt of the Senate can get in none 
business, and | am not one of the 
Unless : can present my morning 


business in the morning hour, under the regular 
call, | cannot present it atall, and hence | oppose 
taking up any bill unul the morning business is 
gone through with. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The same remark will 
apply to me. * | cannot get a litde bill of this 
ad passed in the morning hour, about which 


there is no difference of 
passed at all. 


omnion, | cannot get it 
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At one e’clock there come up im- | 


SION 


nt questions, such as the 


amendment of the 
Constitution, and the floor is held on such ques- 


porta 


tions for days and days tog ther r, and | cannot 
vet action on a matter of this died unless | getit 
in the morning hour. I hope my motion will be 


adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the motion of the Senator from Vermont. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill(S. No. 
194) to authorize the 
tract with the Overland Mail Company for the 
carrying the.mail was read the second time, and 
considered as in C Whole. It 
authorizes the in his discre- 
tion, to contract with 
the present route, No. 10773, commonly known 
as the Overland Mail Company, or any other 
competent party, for the term of four years from 
the lst of July next, to carry on that route, to 
commence at Atchison or St. Josep h,and to Fol- 
som, in California, all the mail except that part 
which he is authorized by law to send by water, 
for such price as to him shall be judged best for 
the public interest, not exceeding $1,000,000 per 
annum, tobe conveyed at the rate of sixteen days 
for eight mon cms in the year and twenty days for 
the remainder; but as the Pacific railroad shall be 
constructed it isto be used for the transportation 
of mails upon that route, and the time limited for 


ommittee of the 
r General, 
the pre 


Postmast 


shortened, and the compensation allowed propor- 
tionately diminished. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WADE 

House bi i 

all other business. 


Mr. POWELL. 


I move that the Senate take up 


I hope that may not be done. 


I hope we shall be allowed to dispose of the morn- | 


ing business, to present resolutions and make re- 
ports, 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
bill is. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion to the creation of the 

Mr. WADE. Itis the bill we had up yester- 
day. lask for the yeas and nays on my motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
learue’s motion ordinarily, 
be better to allow us a few minutes to get through 
with the morning business, and then I hope he 
will have an opportunity to pass his bill before 
the morning hour isconcluded. 
more time in this way in endeavoring to get up 
bills than we should by allowing the morning 
business to be presented. 

Mr. WADE. Iam wasting none, sir. 

Mr. CARLILE. As the yeas and nays are 

called for on this question, and as | voted yester- 
day against taking up this bill, I feel it due to 
myself to give the reasons that influence d me then 
and will influence my vote this morning. 
member of the Committee on Territories | would 
always vote with that committee upon any prop- 
osition unless there was some overruling reason, 
Now, sir, if the rules of the Senate, which are 
made for the protection xi the minority in this 
body, are to be set aside by a vote of the major- 
ity, itis very clear that the rights of the minority 
cannot be asserted, and really amount to no rights 
atall. lam satisfied that the Senator from Ohio 
does not make this motion from any consideration 
of that kind, or any desire to withhold from any 
one in this body the rights to which he is entitle d 
under the rules; but although that may not be his 


I desire to know what the 


Itisa bill in rela- 
Territory of Montana. 


intention or his wish, the action of the Senate, if 


conformable to his proposition, will amount to the 
same thing, and therefore I shall feel compelled 
to vote against the motion. 


Mr. WADE. 


usual, | moved to take up this bill yeste rday, and 
l proposed to do what | have always done, after 
I made the motion to allow this formal business 
to be transacted, | still holding the floor; but it 


was ruled that that could not be done, and I sup- | 


pose ruled properly, and I lost the floor by it. I 
have now learned something more about the rules. 
I do not care much about rules ordinarily. I 


think the Senate ought to govern itself with pro- || Commerce, 
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The question is on | 


| discourtesy on this subject 
Postmaster General to con- || 


fore I took up the bill; 


sent contractors on | 
| very little time here; that there are y ry fj 


| this floor than I have. 


| upon the vote of the Senate. If jt is 
|| me, of course thatis allthere is of it. If) 
| ate will agree to take up my bill, I sha 

the trips of the company is to be proportione ately || 


No. 15 for consideration and postpone | 


| to abide by the rules 


I would vote for my col- | 
but I think it would | 





Weare wasting | 


| Ohio is the unfinished busin 


Asa} 





1 certainly did not wish to prac- | 
tice any discourtesy here, or to do anything un- | 
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priety without much reference to ryiec 
has always been my idea; and the poti. , 
Senate of the Unite d States mu t be . 
by rules to bind them to a kind of go d be 
is what I have never studied or pre pantie 
The Senator from Kentuc ky see MS to fer 
because he did not get in his reso! u 
day, and this morning he said som ethine ; 
Now, sir, | , 
driven to this position by what I understand 
the ruling yeste rday. I was disposed and 
to give him a chance to get in his ; 


f 


but I found that if} 
1 could not get itup at all. I believe the 
Senate will bear me witness that I oce 
ators on this floor who have not 
time in debate thanI have. Ido not pret», 
they have done it unduly or improperly. 
more than they ought to have done : but 
felt it their duty to occupy infinitely m 
if the Senate a rree | 
motion and take up the bill, L understand ; 

I may let in such motions as gentlemen , 
make, and Lam disposed to do it; butif th. 


me to stand on my rights, I shal! have to jnsie: 


occupied » 


idverse t 


be ¥ 
ing to let the Senator from Kentucky or any other 
Senator go through with those formal 

that do not consume much time, and | be 
has been a common and usual ws ry of d 
ness here. 

Mr. POWELL. Ibecthat the honorah! 
ator from Ohio will not think ~ atl ams 
tious because I could not get: ort 
offer my resolution yesterday. * hi ve ni 
plaint to make about that; Lam perfectly w 
of the Senate. If they vote 
to take up the Senator’s bill, I shall submit grace. 
fully; but I notify Senators that when the rules 
are constantly in my way, they will find ther 
theirs for the residue of the session. That 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I understandt 
Senator from Ohio asks is to have his | 
up; and then, with the consent of the Sens 
retaining the floor, he proposes to give w 
morning business, and then go on with |} 

I think that is proper. 


Mr. WADE. Ths at is what I propose. 
Mr. SAULSBURY cee the Si 
to agree to that, and I make tha ores 


meet with the approval of the Senate. 

Mr. POWELL. If the bill shall be 
there will have to be a motion made to | 
it in order to let the morning business 
through, or it will have to be received by 
consent. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
eral consent. 


Mr. POWELL. The 


It can be done by 


bill of the Senator from 
ess of the m 
hour anyhow, and the momen: we gett 
with the call of the morning business 1 
before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The yeas anc! 
have been ordered, and the Secretary w 
roll. ; 

Mr. WADE. I withdraw the call for they 
and nays. I wi Il not contend aboutsucn a thing 
in the Senate of the United States. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. [If there & 
jection, the call of the yeasand nays Hy 
pensed with. The C hair hears n I 


tion is on proceeding to the cons! des 
bill indicated in the motion of the Sena 
Ohio. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Sena 
withdraw that motion, and let us go on Wi 
morning business. 

Mr. WADE. I withdraw my motio! L 
morning business fo on. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
mittees are in order. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WILLEY, from the Committee 


District of Columbia, to whom was rec . M 
the bill (S. No. 130) for a charter of - 
Hall Association in Washington city, Dis 
Columbia, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Commite’ | 


to whom was referr dthe oui I(t 


Reports from 
i 
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rumry-E1cuTH Concress, Ist SEsston. 
HIRT 


e preventidn and punishment of 
. 6 yy the | 
: relation to the names of vessels, reported 


mendment 
poOLIT TLE, from the Committee on In- 
\ ;, to whom was referred the bill (EH. 


> N ~ Os) to vacate and sell the present Indian 
7. Utah Territory, and to settle the 
¢said Territory in the Uinta valley, re- 


amendments, 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
\f-. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
cent obtain d, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 
establishing a port of entry at Washington, 
umbia; which was read twice by 
i referred to the Committee on Com- 


Vill 


District of C 


$ > * 


\ ‘MORRILL asked, and by unanimous con- 

ined, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 

1) ro authorize and regulate the writ of attach- 

at in the District of Columbia; which was read 

by its title, and referred to the Committee 
District of Columbia. 


/PROPRIATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. 


Lb ibe 


Mr. POWELL submitted the following reso- 


hat the Secretary of War be directed to trans- 

ie Senate all orders that have been issued from his 
I tment, or by generals of the Army of the United 
States, a izing any person Or persons to take posses 
av chureh or churches, or house dedicated to the 
worship of God, or house or property belonging to any home 
eign mission society, or houses and property belong 

y denomination of Christians inthe United States ; 

: inform the Senate how many churches and 
ymuch property, aud of what kind and description, have 


taken possession of in pursuance of said orders, and | 


\ the same is situated, and to what denomination of | 
Christians the property so taken belonged. 
1 ‘ e } 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there any ob- | 


ion to the consideration of this resolution at | 
resent time? 

Mr. CONNESS., I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 


| 
made, it must go over under the rules. | 
| 


DIRECT TAXES IN INSURRECTIONARY DISTRICTS. 





Mr. POWELL. I offer the following resolu- | 
tion, and ask for its present consideration: 1} 
Re 1, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


ismitto the Senate the amount of money expended, 
number of officers appointed, and the salaries paid 
ue, to carry out the act of Congress entitled ** An 
the collection of direct taxes in the insurrectionary 
ts within the United States, and for other purposes,”’ 
ved June 7, 1862; and that he inform the Senate we 
tol inoney received into the Treasury from direct 
iu the saidinsurrectionary districts, and the quantity 
1 that has been sold for taxes in said districts. 


by unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I suggest that the mover | 
resolution confine the call for information 
es lo the money received in insurrectionary dis- 
‘iets, to money received under the provisions of 
referred to, [ suppose that is what he 
» get at. 


Mr. POWELL. 


of 


It is; and so the resolution 
ovides and cites the act specifically. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The title of the act is re- 
‘; but the latter part of the resolution, if I 
“it read correctly, requires the Secretary of 
*feasery toreport how much money has been 
in lusurrectionary districts. ‘That would 
‘general call; but I suppose the inten- 
‘0 contine it to money received under that 


\ 


ly 


Mr.POWELL. Thatis the intention, and the | 

wisGon says ** the amount of money received 
the Tre asury from direct taxes in the said in- 

rectionary districts.’? I think that is explicit; 

\y. v8 Hot, the Senator can modify it. 

“t, TRUMBULL. There may be—I do not 
W whether it is the fact or not—money re- | 


are these insurrectionary districts under 
ee a and not under the provisions of the 
“~* Feierred to, 


. Mr. POWELL. I will modify the resolution 


'V addin eat i 
- pe is the words ‘under the provisions of 
“i ae . 


The " 


resolution as modified was agreed to. 
> 





| 


| 


FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 1864. 


PAY AND PENSION OF CIIAPLAINS. 


The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 302) to amend sec- 
tion nine of the act approved July‘l7, 1862, en- 
tided **An act to define the pay and emcluments 
of certain officers of the Army, and for other pur- 
pose s,’’ disagreed to | y the Liouse of Repre sent- 
atives; and 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
to the said bill disagreed to by the Ilouse of Representa 
tives, and agree to tw conference asked by the House on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 

Ordered, That the conferees on the partot the Senate be 
appointed by the Vice President. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Win- 
son, Mr. Foster, and Mr. Ripp.e. 

VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the [louse of Representatives to the bill 
of the Senate (No. 76) relating to appointments 
in the naval service and courts-martial, 

The amendments of the House of Kepresenta- 
tives were to strike out the following words after 
the word ** that,’’ 

Hereatter all appointinents in the volunteer naval service 
of the United States shall be submitted to the Senate for 
confirmation, in the same way and mauner as appoint 
ments in the regular Navy are required to be. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Thut. 


} ! 
in jine three: 


and to amend the title so as to read, **An act re- 
lating to naval courts-martial,”’ 

On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 

Ordered, That the amendments be referred to the Com 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

TERRITORY OF MONTANA, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 
business of the morning hour is now before the 
Senate as in Con mittee of the Whole . Lye ine the 
bill (EL. R. No. 15) to provide a temporary gov- 
ernment for the ‘Territory of Montana. ‘The 
pending qu stionis on theamendmentof the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota, [Mr. Wirkinson:] and 
upon the quesuon of agreeing to this amendment, 
the yeas and nays were requ sted by the Senator 
from Maryland, [Mr. Jounson.] 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. 
the amendment. 

The Secretary re d the 


I ask for the reading of 


amendment, which was 


t 
J, | 


" 


in section five of the bil 9 line twe 

the words ‘white male inhabitant,’’ and to in- 

sert * male citizen of the United States, and those 

who have declared their intention to become 
33 

such. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. L ANK, of Indiana. I have just received 
anote from my colleague [Mr. Henpricks] stating 
that he is detained from the Senat by severe in- 
disposition, and that is the reason why le 1s not 
here to vote. 

Mr. POMEROY. My colleague [Mr. Lane, 
of Kansas] is absent from the city. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 17; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Conness, Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Poster, Gr , Ifale, 
Harlan. Harris, Howard, Howe, Morgan, Morrill, Pomeroy, 
Sumner, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson —22. 

NAYS — Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Cowan, Davis, 
Harding, Henderson, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Ne 
Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury, Sherman, Teun Eyck, Trumbull, 
Van Winkle, and Willey—17. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WADE. ] propose to amend the bill on 
page 14, afier the word **annually,’’ in line fifty- 
SIX, by adding ‘Snot to exceed Sixty days,’’ limit- 
ing the time that the Legislature can sit. I think 
itoughtto be done. Itisin most of the territo- 
rial bills. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. l move to amend t 
section ten, line eighteen, by striking out all of 
the section after the word ‘* services,” 
lowing words: 


Os trike out 





} 1: 
ne Uiil In 

+} ‘> | 
In the tol- 


There shall also be appointed by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of th 
Senate, a surveyor. general for said Territory, who shall 


New Senrtes.....No. 86. 


ecretary of the In 
md who l ; 
$, compensation, aud 
allowanees tor clerk bire, office rent, fuel 


locate his oflice at such place as the 
terior shall from time to time direet, 
powers, obligations, responsibilitic 


»and ineidental 
expenses, shall be the same as those of t 


; m\ 
eral of New Mex , under the direction of { ela 
of the Interior, and such instrnetions as he niay from tim 
to time deem ittdvisable to give. 
And to insert in lieu thereof: 
The said Territory shall be att ed to and be a part of 


the surveyor general’s district of Kansas and Nebraska 


Mr. WILKINSON. I hope this 


will not be adopted, I SUP prose the ureunrert 


amendment 


urged its favor \‘v-— 

Mr. HARLAN. If the Senator will permit 
me, the Senator from Ohio suggests that t x 
proposed to be inserted should read, © the said 
ferritory shall for surveyit & purposes be attached 
to and be a part of,” &e., and | make that mod. 
ihention, 

Mr. WADE. 
foes, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
will be so modified. 

Mr. WILKINSON, 


will not be adopted, 


Otherwise the whole Territory 


I hope this amendment 
I think the country is so 
vast, the territorial extent of this new Territory 
is so great—I Suppose two or three limes as large 
as the State of Ohio—— 

Mr. WADE. Three times. 

Mr. WILKINSON. 


aay ‘ : 
hree times as large as 
the State 


of Ohio; and if this surveyor ge neral’s 
office is carried over to Kansas and Nebraska, it 
will remove the surveyor se far from the territory 
to be surveyed that the difference in ¢ X pense will 
not be at all commensurate with the ineonven- 
tence that will arise in the management of that 
office. L was talking the other day with the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, and he dis- 
approved of the action of Congress heretofore in 
consolidating some of these surveyor generals’ 
offices in the other Territories. He thought that 
itwas not good policy. Tor this reason I thint 
it would be wiserand better if this surveyor ge) 
eral’s offic ' 
Territory. 
Mr. HARLAN. The Committee on Public 


Lands had this subj ctunder consideration ashort 


was established in this new and vast 


time since, and there was no dissenting Opioion in 
the committee in relation to the propriety of di 
minishing the number of surveyor generals. {t 
has not been the policy of the Government until 
recently to have so many officers of this elass, 
A surveyor general was appointed for the north- 
western district in the first place, who had charge 
ofthe surveys in that whole vast Territory, and it 
has been only during a very few years last past 
that the effort has been made to establish a sur 
veyor general foreach newly organized ‘Territory. 

There is no neces ity for a surveyor gen ral 
ling in the ‘Territory or being near it. He 
executes no surveys in person, never sees the 


resit 


field surveyed, and never sees a mile of the line 


surveyed. ‘The execution of the survey is ef- 
fected by a deputy surveyor who contracts with 
: a 


the Government to perform these surveys. ‘The 
most convenient pom for the location of tf 


ne sur- 
veyor gene ral’s office is where the hi puty sur- 
lal 


ntes 


veyor can most converte nily secure his SUPT S 
Now the d puty surveyors who may be appoints d 
to survey land in this new Territory must neces- 
irily secure their supplies atthe Missouri river, 
at Sioux City, o1 Lye ow: so th it there is no reason 
pra tically for the locats 
eral in the Territory. 
taches to or becomes any part of the territoria 
’ 


rovernment, 


n of the surveyor gen- 
[tis not an office that at 


| 
In point of fact, the surveys might 
be done under the direction of the Commis 1oner 
of the General Land Office at Washington city 
as wellas under the direction of the surveyor 
general at what may become 
new Territory. 


the capt ul f 


Then there isa propriety in attaching this dis- 
trict to the district of Kansas and Nebraska from 
this fact: the ba 7° line of parallels of t rid nea 
will be projected from the public surveys hereto- 


fore executed in that surveyor general's district. 
The surveyo! eneral’s district for Kansas and 


f 
oS 








a 


bey: 


Reser # 


1 ae ee te 


\ } es t State of Kansas and the 
i ‘ j ‘e res 1 
nf "T's 
) i \ I ney . cis 
\V } few y ' ist | tt irves 
eral w e ofh y os lished at D buque, 
i ‘ led district v f lowa 


' snime 
urves ra sd I t - liv ( it 
d t | il of office ts 
Pai \\ mad > men in the senate 
! | q i to*who oO 1 
Col uve of ( e. It was fi y 
a t my I I ruc, Mi J ICS, 


ind have the 


ui tment ! veyor we ral and the | i 
t m ! inf 1 d Wisconsin, 
‘ fi mr \ nesota nou | nave 

: vy office la ne rveyor general and the 
pat nage that mighta rue in surveys it Min- 
ta here was no public necessity for the 
vision of that district. ‘There is none now for 
ve creation of anew district. It merely makes 
n offi for me ly to fill, nd quarters the in- 
( ) t the ‘Trea iry of the United States, 
Mir. W IL KINSON Of course the chairman 
of the 4 mimittee on Pabli Land is Detter i- 
ned th ib} than Lam,as he has mad 
it ymnewhat of tudy: but im this particular 
iatter | think Tam authorized in say rthat tl 
Comm ioner of the General Land Office disa- 
ery 3 with him Il believe everybody has confi 


dence in the integrity and good judgment of the 


Land It is his 


oOpin- 
ion that the consol dati 1 of these surve yor get 
erals’ offi to the extent to which we have car- 
ned it during t 3 session, | tead of working 


economically will work disastrously, or rathe. 


that de partnre nt. 


| had a conversation with him the other day 


aboutit. So far as lam conce , ldo not « ire 
a figabouttheamendment. | nse as soon 
have this clause stricken out as to have it remain 
in the bill; but that is the opinion of the Com 


ral Land Office 
reason | oppose the ame! 
Ir. HARLAN. I 


that point 


missioner of the Gens ,and for that 


Iment 
unk I 


ought to say on 
that | have not « 


nversed with the 
nd Office | 


ssioner of4he General L ( 
1 did last year; and while 


: 
Commi 


) 


subject this year, but 
the st itement may ve true as presente d by 
Senator from Minnesota in relation to some feat- 


ures of the 





bill that passed at this session, | am 
his opinion has undergone a 
since last year, that the 

t. The bill 
avo for th 
xpenses of the survey and sale of the public 
ands was drawn up in the Land Office. 


WILKINSON 1 understood the Com- 


missioner to say that he thou 


quite sure unless 


, 
reneral statement 
Is Not cori that wa 


two years 


ad rote d some 


purpose of diminishing the 


solida- 


tion had been carried too far at 
did not speak to me about this particular bil 
up at the time 


Session. He 


this 
» VC- 
cause it was not I had the conver- 
sation with him 


Mr. HARLAN 


it wa 


But then, Mr. 


yn that this consolidation should 
not take place, that is, if he 
throw out an 


his Opin 
should care lessly 
that kind, | would 
for it in this way: there are very few of 
‘ads of Departments or bureaus that are will- 
ing to curtail the patronage of their offi I re- 
member now very well that when I proposed 
year ago to consolidate the Dakota district with 


that of Kansas and Nebraska, or with that of 
Minnes hi 


s raised in the offic ’ 
and when I came to inquire into the facts 1 found 
that a brother of the Commissioner was the pres- 
ent incumbent in Dakota; and 
men are influenced by the ord 
sometimes Sway the Jud 


intimation of 
account 


the he 


ola, an ob 


mectolr vio 
j atl Wi 


that 
inary motives that 
f rmentof men, | drew the 
might possibly have a slight 


supposing 


cone usion that tha 


influence on his judgment. The Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, however, can know 
no more about this subject than any ou! 

whose attention has bet n called to it. 

Mr. WADE. lam rather convinced by the 
argumentof the Senator from lowa that we ought 
to make this amendment. save one officer 
and his salary. 

Mr. GRIMES l save half a dozen. 

Mr. WADE. It will save several, and the sal- 


ary of one in particular. I am inclined to favor 


er person 


it will 


It will 


THE CON 


President, if 


‘GRESSION AL 


Mr.GRIMES. I have only one word to say. 
State in which | 


*s office was at Cin- 


V ve t irveyor general 
cinnati, Ohio. His district embraced the States 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Minnesota, and all the country westas far as the 


and it remained so for a great 
I never heard that there was any 
experienced by anyoody: anne 
that time that we connected " those 


‘I ne 


State 


were a 
general *s aiihdan. 
part of the 
ide while we were 1 


surveyor 
} 
ori mal irveys in the ea 


f lowa were m 


tern 
1 that district, 


and the returns sent to Cincinnati. It was only 


me years subsequent to that time, when there 
eemed to be a ereater 
that that di 
cre ated. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
having expire it becomes the 


to ca 


purpose to secure offices, 


trict was subdivided and new districts 


The morning hour 
daty of the Chair 
up the unfinished bysiness of yt sterday. 

My ADE. I move that we informally pass 
yver the oe of the day and continue the 
ideration of this bill [ it will take but 
a few moments to dispose of it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
, the special order will be passed over in- 


formally and the consideration of this bill con- 


con- 


suppose 


ectiol 


tinued, 

Mi SRO TS. I 
that itis with the condition that there 
be no further debate upon it. If we can come to 
i vote on the bill at once I shall not object. 

POMEROY. Ido not care to make any 

about amendment. I will simply 

say that this proposed Territory is not an agri- 
ultural country, and there is no need of any sur- 

veys. The Pacific railroad is going through there: 
nd in all the mineral districts of the country they 

do not go by the Government surveys. They 
surveys of theirown. There is no need, 
therefore, of having a surveyor g 


desire it to be under- 


stood t is to 


remarks this 


have 
fener al *s office 
there at all. 

The amendment was acreed to. 

Mr. POWELL. I should like to make an in- 
quiry of the chairman of the committee who has 
charge of this bill. I should like to know what 

nis embraced within the limits of this 
new Territory? Wohatis hisinformation on that 
suvjyect’ 


Mr. WADE 


I can geton 


L understand, from the best light 
the subject from the delegation from 
the ‘Territory to be divided, that there are 
ul thousand inhabitants on each side of 
in that divides the present Territory, 
and it is very fest increasing. 

Mr. POWELL. Twenty-four thousand peo- 


] 


Mr. WADE 
| in the whole 
thousand in 


about 
yout twelve 


i 
the mounta 


About twenty-four thousand in 
Territory at present; about 
each of the Territories after 
ion is made. Gold mines have been dis- 
there, and the population is increasing 

th great rapidity, and it is filling up very fast. 
I did not calculate to make any observations on 
|, but the necessity for it 3 from the 
fact that there are mountains there 
dividing the present Territory, and it is just as 
necessary to have two Territories as it is to have 
one [t isa vast region. The whole Territory 
saat ided is abouteight times as large as the State 
of Ohio. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. SUMNER. The name of this new Ter- 
itory—Montana—strikes me as very peculiar. I 
wish to ask the chairman of the commiitee what 
has suggested that name? It seemsto me itmust 
have been borrowed from some novelor other. I 
do not know how it originated. 

WADE. [cannot tell anything about that. 

1 do notknow but thatit may have been borrowed 
a novel. JI would rather borrow from the 
ludians, if I could find any proper Indian name. 

Mr. SUMNER. I was going to suggest that 


tWelve 
this divis 


covere d 


arises 
impassable 


trom 


in giving a name tothis Territory, which is to be 
hereafter the name of a State of the Union, I 


r take the 
Ind a hame, 
Mr.WADE. Suggest one and I will agree to it 
Mr. SUMNER. I am not familiar enough | 
with the country to do so. 


would rath name from the soil,a good 


GLOBE. 


| 


| 
| 


Mr. HOWARD. I will 
ym Mass ichusetts that l \ 


when I saw thi 


fe 
name in tt 
under the same difficulty whie} 
friend from M issachuse tts seem 
oblige d to turn to my o id Latin di 
if there was any meaning to the word iM 
and I found there was. 

Mr. SUMNER. What was it? 

Mr. HOWARD. It isa very classic 


pure Latin. It means a mountain 1 ¥ 
mountainous country. 

Mr. WADE. Then the name is w: 
to the Territory. 

Mr. HOWARD. § You will find: 5 


by Livy and some of the oth r Lat nh | 
which is no small praise. 

Mr. WADE 1 do not care anythir 
the name. If there was none in Latin or 
dian [ suppose we have a right to make 
certs uinly just as good a right to make it as 
body else It is a good name enouch. 

Mr. HARLAN. I willask the att 
chairman of the committee to the gey 
section of the bill, in the latter clause of w] 
is provided **that the existing agen 
perint ndencies of said Indians be « 
the same powe r 
scribed by a? 
will not attach the 
affairs in 


ent 


i and dutit S Which ar I 
> 1 will is quire of him 
he supe rintender y of | 

this Territory to Idaho? Ti 
tablishing the 


Territory of Ida ma 
Governor of the Ty rritory the super 
ex officio, of Indian affairs. 

Mr. WADE. 1 think not. 

Mr. WILKINSON. The second s 
the bill provides that the Governor sha 
within this Territory, and ** shall be comn 
in-chief of the militia and superintendent 
dian affairs thereof.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If noame 
be suggested the question will be on ord 
amendments to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

The amendments were ordered to be eng 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was 
the third time. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask for the yeas 
nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. SAULSBURY. My object in ask 
the yeas and nays is simply on 
amendment which has been ad 
Had the bill stood as it originally came f 
Committee on Territories, | should not 
fered any opposition to it,and I shall: 
no opposition further than to ask the priv 
Paar my vote againstit. As I und 

, the amendment which has lopt 
is contended by those who now adminis 
affairs of thisGovernmentya negro is a 
the United States, gives the privilege 
necro in the land who shi iH be in this I 
for the period of thirty days, notonly to ¥ 
to be eligible to any office in that Ter 
it may be, if the people shall be so uns 


been 


do it, that a negro may be ¢ po ed to the off 
legislator of the Territory, or Delegat 

| gress. Being opposed to og whole syst 

giving to this subordinate race any suc! 


leges, I, for this reason, shall record mj 
against the passage of this bill 

“Mr. JOHNSON. 1 ask forthe reading 
part of the bill. 

‘The Secretary read: 

“ That every free male citizen of the United 

Mr. JOHNSON. That willdo. |! \ 
to say, in order to explain my reason ! 
for the reading of the amendment, that 
ject of the Senator from Minn sota [Mr. W1 
son] is to put it be yond a doubt that A 
in the Territ ory shall be permit d to exe 
the political rights that under the bli W 
cised by white men, he had better say 
men,’’ instead of saying * . 
the Supreme Court of the [ nite d Stat 84 
cided, and that qe stion was directly bel 
courtin the Dred S colt ci use, Uh ta persol 


se 


: ” 
ail Cilizelis, 


rican descent is not a citizen of the U iu us 
The objection to the authority of that ¢ 
did not apply at all to that partic ular ques 
was to the other question which a majo! r 


as to the unconstitutionalily 
The opinion of alarg 


court decided 
Missouri restriction 


ep a 





‘ 
aus 
3 ag 
ot 
Ntroy 
A 
UTESD es 
“F Not, 






———— 
—— ee = ean 


ic, not only confined to what may be 
». bat ineluding a great many pro- 
* was that, so far as that quesuion 
orned, the decision of the court was 

: but as far as related to the other 

a she capacity of the African to sue inthe 
; he United States, there was no doubt 
lof anybody that the decision, until it 
reversed by the court itself, is conclu- 

i conclusive upon the question that a per- 

+ African descent is not a citizen of the Uni- 

, Gates within the meaning of the Constitution. 
d to the amendment when it was pro- 


lo te ; ; 
i yy the honorable member from Minnesota, 
sed so | was apprehensive that it might lead to 
ans ficulty in its practical operation in this 


lerritory; but I suggest now to the member 

' rhe really wishes to place Africans upon 

In- came footing with all other persons in the dis- 
‘of any of the political functions which all 

is will be at liberty to discharge, he 

provide that whites as well as blacks, 
ive the qualification stated, of residence, 


: stand upon the same footing. I think he 

( mplish his purpose, if that is his pur- 

s». by the amendment, if the bill shall pass 
| with . present shape, without some additional ex- 
at Mr. WILKINSON. Iam willing thatit shall 
jas itis, and let the decision of the Supreme 

W PSs fF Court be whatever it may. I simply wish to 
out the qualifying term there, and let the 

ndent, iis take care of themselves. I neither want 


* nor ** black’’ put into this bill. 
\ir. SUMNER. I take it that each branch of 
Government can interpret the Constitution 
resid f self, [think that Congress is as good an 
in its interpretation as the Supreme 
t, aud | hope that Congress, in its legisla- 
, will proceed absolutely without any respect 
t ision which has already disgraced the 
ng ry and which ought to be expelled from its 

t sprudence. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 


oOsseg t Sel 


of In- ( 


Mr. President, ifthe opinion 
itor from Massachusetts was conclu- 
as read ve upon all such questions, guided and con- 

! the public mind, it might be considered 


us and w as settled that the decision of the Supreme 
Courtin that case wasadisgrace. ButI have yet 

idvised that the honorable member, either 

cing for ture or by education, has attained so much 
ial celebrity, or possesses such transcend- 

§ ent mental ability as to be able to pronounce ex 
‘a against a decision pronounced by the Su- 

ave Of preme Court of the United States. There are 


yw offer many men, the equals of the honorable Senator, 
ege of y the least, intellectually, who think that that 
sion was anything butan outrage. However 
ey may regret it because of its effects, and how- 
er the ver they may regret that the Constitution should 
zi veen So framed as to leave that question an 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Illinois where slavery did not exist, or having 


been carried north of the Missouri comprom 

line, Where slavery was prohibited—the suit itself 
must be dismissed The Supreme Court decided 
—contrary to the opinion of the court below, who 
ruled against the objection—that the objection 


was well taken; and of ¢ they decided that 
any judgment pronounced in that case by the 
court below, whatever may have been the judg- 
ment, or any judgment which the Supreme Court 
should have pronounced in that case, would be 
of no avail if the court had no jurisdiction over 


the parties to the controversy. 


mirse 


The Chief Justice in giving the opinion of the 
court, however, and speaking in that particular 
for six of the judges, | think, supposed that there 
was a difference between cases brought into the 
Supreme Court of the United States upon writ of 
error or appeal from the cireuit courts of the 
United States and cases brought before it by ap 
peal or writ of errorunder the twenty-fifth section 
of the judiciary act; that in the latter class of 
cases, by the very terms of the judiciary act of 
1789, the jurisdiction of the court was confined to 
certain spe cific que Stions, questions involving the 
Constitution of the United States; questions in- 
volving the constitutionality of a law of a State 
on the ground thatit was in conflict with the Con- 
stitution of the United States; questions Involving 
the constitutionality or construction of an act 
Congress; buthes Ipp ysed, speaking forthe court 
—whether correctly or not 1 am not here to con- 
tend—that in a case brought up from a cireuit 
court of the United States, it was the right ard 
duty of the Supreme Court to decide the e 
upon all the grounds on which it had been decided 
in and 
below decided against the plea to the jurisdiction 
and then went on to decide that having jurisdic 
tion the party was not entitled to his freedom, to 
which the Supreme Court came, yet the Supreme 


nse 


the court be low: inasmuch as the court 


Courtthoughtit proper to examine into the latter 
question as well as the first. 

Now, Mr. President, | think, whatever may b 
the opinion of the honorable member from Mas- 
sachusetts, or ofa 1y other member of the Senate, 
thatif there is any department of the Government 
which, from the beginning of its organization to 
the present hour, the public, in the general, may 
be proud of, it is the judicial department of th 
Government as far as t 
tutes a 


the Supreme Court consti- 
And lam not 


It is not necessary to 


ortion of that department. 
in that opinion. 
advert to what was the impression of the peopl 
of the United States, the bar, and the public, during 
the days when that tribunal was presided over hy 
Marshall, for the purpose of calling to the recol- 
lection of the Senate what I am sure is fresh in 
their remembrance, and to which, therefore, their 
recollection need not be specially called, that there 
was throughout the length and breadth of the 
land the most implicit confidence not only in the 
absolute integrity of every member of the bench, 
but in the unequaled ability of all th 
the court, and especial 


1 
} 
i 

r 


singula 





y of him who in public 
estimation towered above the rest, John Marshall. 
And although it would seem to be perhaps inap- 
propriate, let me say to the honorable member 
from Massachusetts that much as he may now 


| disparagingly think of the venerable man who pre- 
| sides over the deliberations of that tribunal, and 


very open one, yet there are throughout the United 
rritory S ss Lrepeat, the equals of the honorable mem- 
vote but ver trom Massachusetts, and I say it with no 
ry5ame view to disparage him, who think very differently 
se as (0 itopinion; and if the honorable member will 
office of read—prejudice cast aside, if he can cast it aside || 
in | n questions of this description—the opinion 
ystem 0! ‘ie majority of the courtas pronounced by the 
h | Chief Justice, he will I think admit that there is 
my vou ‘aC opinion at least so much plausibility that 
ee ‘ery honest men may think that the conclusion 
ig of Mas Whichit led the learned Chief Justice was right. 
A | have never heard any complaint of that 
‘ion, | mean as to the motives by which itis 
states - $ 


sed it was governed, or any complaint in 


ya t ‘ion to the authoritative character of that de- 
'eXceptthe one to which [alluded just now; 


ift ‘i reference to that one individually, I feltat 
, WiLEIS ‘ime and have felt ever since that there was 
Africans siderable difficulty. 
exel ; © Suit was instituted by Dred Scott, who was 
ex African descent, in the courts of the United 
‘all black ele master against whom the applica- 
» because ie his freedom was instituted pleaded that 
es has Ge “cause he was an African he was not a citizen; 
before WM ae the act of 1789, constituting the circuit 
son of Ab oe the United States, limited the jurisdic- 
ted Suites : : of that court in cases of that description to 
tt decisio? eyo versies between citizens of different States, 
uesilt 


Wing in that respect the language of the Con- 
ion moe he maintained that upon that ground— 
o ona b & of the question whether he was free 

» by having been carried into the State of 


5 


has for the last twenty or thirty years, he is not 
alone in that particular. When his name was 
before the Senate of the United States for confirm- 


|| ation, first as justice of the court, and secondly 


as Chief Justice, his confirmation way resisted 
steadily, zealously, by, among others, Ciay of 
Kentucky. There was hardly an opprobrioy 

>pithet which, as he told me himself afterwards, 
he failed to use against the nomination; and from 
a conviction that the nominee was unfit, and 
would prove to be unfit, for the discharge of th 


duties of the judicial station. 
is due to tl 


But I say it, and it 
1e memory of the dead, and due to him 
who now survives, survives tremblingly, Ins lift 
having been protracted much beyond,as we know, 
the ordinary period of human life, and who has 
devoted himself with untiring energy, and with 
exclusive devotion, and with unsurpassed ability, 
to the duties of his station, that after he had 
been upon that bench some four or five years, and 
Mr. Clay had been the witness, from having prac- 
ticed him and read his decisions, of the 
manner in which his duties had been discharged, 


| etore 


of 


members of 
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»as he told me himself, after hearing an oninion 


he 


de ivered by the presiding jude , Went to his quar- 
fers to see him, and found him alone: he said he 
felt the embarrassment re sarily ineid tothe 
object of his visit: and after exchans r the salu. 
tations suited to the oceasion, and bei t to 
leave him, he took him by the hand d suid: 
** Mr. Chief Justice, there was no man in the ind 


who regretted your appointment to the place you 
now hold more than I did; there was no member 
of the Senate who opposed it more than I did; 
but I have come to say to you, and [| say it now 
, | have wit- 
nessed your judicial career, and it is due to myself 


In parting, perhaps for the last time 


and due to you that [ should say to you whathas 
been the result: that Lam satisfied now that no man 
in the United States could have been selected more 
abundantly able to wear the ermine which Chief 


Justice Marshall honored.’’ And with the tears 


trickling down the cheeks of both—lI speak the 
words of Tlenry Clay—they parted; and that 
opinion he continued to hold up to the last mo 
ment that his life was a blessing to the country 


Mr. President, it is no light 
Chief Justice of the United States « rthat hich tri- 
bunal. 


thing to assai the 


We have an Interest, jurisprudence has 
an Interest, justice lias an interest, the nation has 
an interest In maintaining the character of that 
tribunal againstallunjust reproach. tis no light 
thing to pronounce a decision riven by such a 
tribunal as that as a disgrace. | never deal in 
epithets, Mr. President, if Lknow myself. Ll am 


willing togive, and Lalwaysdo allow,to him who 
differs from me upon any question about which 
itis possible for a difference of opinion to exist, 
the credit of sincerity and honest conviction; id 
[ cannot therefore stand still and hear a tribunal 
like that assailed, as | think unnecessarily, by 
anyb dy, and particularly by the honorable me m- 


ber from Massachusetts inds, in the esti- 


, who st 
mation of his friends, so high aloft that hi 
the lan 
potential, 
Mr.SUMNER. 
us that two 
! 


i voice 
is heard dover, and is, in their impression, 
The multiplication table tells 

and two make Now, if a tr 
honored like the Supreme Court should un 
dertake to declare that two and two make five, and 


1 Senator as distinguished as the Senator from 


four. 


Duna 


Maryland should uphold the high tribunal in its 
decision, I do not think that it would be pre- 
sumptuous in me to call that decision In question, 
But the Dred Scott decis was as absurd and 
irrational as such a reversal of the multiplication 
table, besides shocking the moral sense of man- 
kind. The Senator will pardon the little scruple 
with which | now denounce it. 
for myself. I may be weak. 

the measure of my abilities as God has given 
them to 


ion 


I claim nothing 


gut, according to 


me, I enter a standing protest against 
that atrocious judgment, which was false in law 
and also false in the history with which it sought 
to maintain its false 

The Senator seems to imply that I am not fa- 
miliar with that case. Sir, | know it too well. I 
have read carefully the opinion of the Chief Jus 
tice which the Senator now vaunts, and I have read 


| iw. 


also the opposing opinions, by the side of which 
that much-vaunted opinion of the Chief Justice is 
dwarfed into the pettiness which becomes a pro- 
duction in sucha cause; ignoble in character and 
impotentexcept in that litle briefauthority which 

The Senator 
s for this judgment in the name of jurispru- 
dence, of justice, and of the Sir, in the 
same name I denounce it; in the name of juris- 


is incident to the judicial position. 
plead 


nation. 


prudence, which it disgraces; of justice, which it 
denies; and of the nation, which it has offended. 
Among the influencesand agencies which helped 
forward the present rebellion and set fellow-citi- 
zens in bloody battle with each other, the Dred 
Scott decision can never be forgotten. It gave 
to conspirators new confidence, It filled patriots 
for a while with despair. It was the platform of 
slavery, whose behests would have triumphed 
had this decision been allowed fully to prevail. 
Hating the rebellion in its origin and the circum- 
stances which nursed it into being, we must hate 
this decision. 
ut the Senator wandered into a eulogy of that 


old Supreme Court, now departed, when Mar- 
shall was Chief Justice, and claimed from the 
past consideration for the present. Sir, | have 
not been a careless student of the decisions of 


that court in its palmy days. I know their learn- 
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t i mem rs an M ichu- 
i fi ! ii it lint oun fo-~] y itis 

rely that very judging men may 
! \ A cht of authority is in the right 
hand Ido. Ly that itis 

ihe | ra member | been a guest of 
{ i J AY | l am ui to hear ‘ee 

\ wh wy tl the teachings that 
‘ ( i i ive P] ire 'y 

entirely forgotten. Did he ever learn 
t of ha hat W ( ner WIst 
( iit, r poliluic, Or statesima ixe, lO % sail 
“ vitu rative ¢ decision of the 
highest tribunal in th al d? That mal Was as- 
sailed in s day and generation. He who led 
the Der t vy, controlled by prejudice, under 
wh »as | think, the honorable member from 
VI issachnusetts, more or iess, now stands, pre- 
ceeding and during the trial of Burr, and preceding 


umd durti 


r the decision of the case, McCulloch 


\ 
vs. The State of M uyland, denounced the Chief 


Justice in terms of biting severity, which, I have 


no doubt, he regretted before he was called to his 


account. He charged Marshall with willfally 
dismissing the prosecution against Burr; and yet 


who now remembers, unles§ his attention is called 


i 


CONGRESSIONAL 


to it, thea hem of Jefferson, and who has not 
. i . 2 i 

it I , ‘ \? i i ws t ! i 

] i d mat i of M re 

As to the capacity of the present Chief Justice, 

me sayt tne onora le mMembvel ] ami Sone 


in he is; itwas my good fortune to 


! W the present Chief Just ce and oppe sed 
him while at the bar, and almost every d ly for 
years; and for consummate ability in his profes-_ 
sion, for unsullied integrity in all the relations of 
, wil } ed aud honored our bar, there 
was no m in the Government, and no man in 
iny other Government, a quainted with his char- 
or, wi would think him fat all disparaged 
VY having i ney cor lered, in th wwderment ol 
en ew him, t i And without 
meaning to ofl | the honorable member from 
Vl ichusetts, and with all the personal regard 
| feel rhim, and reco cling tire ¢ purlesy 
{ fe ! ‘ aed »>m which I have re- 
( iro th om of my hea i y to 
1, W wt y purpose of offense, that if lam 
Hoon thi weight of authority upon 
of constitutional law, | shall prefer 
1 ¢ baney than hoidin oO 

‘ ie honorable member 

Vir. HALI Mir. President, | lieve it ot 
many years since the Senate of the Stat 
of New York was a supreme court of erro ,» to 
\ t ' dings of the highest judicial tri- 
i of th State. Ll was not awere that such 
W our } ition, that the Senate of the United 
Sia \ a court for the revision of the errors 
the Supreme Court of the United States; but 
ecms to ve 80 con idered. l do not propose 
to enter into this discussion, but simply to make 


£ conan to dif- 
fer with my honorable friend from Massachu- 
etts. Ele suys thatthe Dred Scott decision was 


a disgrace to the Supreme Court of the United 
| 





States. Ido not believe that I think any better 
of that deci moth he does: I think it was an 
sutrage upon the civilization of the ve and a 


vl upon the law; but ldo not think it was a 
vrace to the Supreme Court of the United 


States. romaoeee 

Mr. TRUMBUL * I feel bound to interpose. 
It was understood t this bill was not to be 
discussed; and unless groom discussion ceases, I 


must ¢ | for the order of the day. If a vote can 


‘ ken, I have no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The S cretary 
will call the roll on the passage of the bill. 

Tha question bel Inge _- n by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 8; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Clark, Collamer, Conness, Dix 
on, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Haie, 
Harlan. Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Lane of In 
liana, Morga Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sher 


Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 


; 


NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Davis, Johnson, Powell, 
Riddie, Saulsbury, Van Winkle, and Willey 


So the bill was p ussed,. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
\ message from the House of Representatives, 
, its Chief Clerk, announced that 
presentatives had passed the bill 
of the Net No. SU) to provid for the better 
“Indian affairs in California. 
ag hddgheb Guaheine’ d that the House 
of Represent ois s had passed a bill (No. 272) 
for the relief of Julia A. Ames; in which it re- 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


N 





he message 


1 
qui Stcqa 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed an 
enrolled bill (S. No. 108) relating to acting as- 
sistant paymasters in the Navy, and regulating 
the appointment of cadets in the Naval Academy; 
which was thereupon signed by the Vice Presi- 
dent. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the joint resolution 
(S. No. 16) proposing amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States 

The joint resolution, as originally introduced 

y Mr. Henpverson, proposed the follawing arti- 
cles as amendments to the Constitution of the 


| 





LOBE. 


; 


rislatures of three fourths of 
shall be valid,to a intents and 
of the Consutution: 


Art. 1. Slavery or invol 








punistiinent tor crime, s xi ; I 
Art.2. The Congress, whenever a, 

bers elected to each House iall n 

propose anv ndments to the ¢ 

cation of the Legislatures Lin 

shall calla convention for proposi ' 

in either case shall t \ lt I} j 

part of the Constitution, when ratifi 


of two thirds of the several Stat 
two thirds thereol, as the one or the ¢ 
Lion may be proposed by Congress 


The Committee on the Judi \ 
amendment to strike out all after 
clause and insert the followi 

(Two thirds of both Houses ¢ ae 
lowing article be proposed to the L 
Slates as an amendment to thre ¢ 


States, which, when’ ratified by thu 
gislatures, shali be valid yall int 


part of the said Constitution, name} 


Sec. 1. Neitherslavery nor involantar 


asa punishment for erune, Wher 


been duly convicted, s eXist W 

or any place subject to th c 
Sec. 2. Congress l have power 

bY appropriate legislation, 


Yesterday Mr. Dayis moved 


amendment by striking out 


‘Sthat,’’? and insertit 

The States of Maine, New I \ 
formed into and shall constitut 
States, to be ealled North New j 
of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and R 
ing the Providens Plantation j 
stitute one State of the | t 


New England; and Congr shall 
and proper to give full efiect to this amy 
stitution. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. Mr. Pre 
resolution now before the Senat 
Committee on the Judiciary , pro 
ment to the Constitution to provide tl 
Siavery hor involuntary servitud e> 
punishment for crime », Whereo 
been duly convicted, shall exist 
le d States, or any piace subject t 
tion.’’ Lengave in the discuss 
amendment to the Constitution, not fi 
sire to treat of a subject not only 
myself, but which I believe is d 
country, but from a sense of du 
I x preset nt. 

We have grown, Mr. President, v 
to imagine that had we been the 
universe and of all things that exi 
could improve upon the workm 
mighty. Had such been the case,no Ky 
have pluck d the forbidden fruit; no Adam w 
have been doomed to earn his bread | 
of his brow; the earth would not hav 
cursed as to bring forth briers and 





air would have been always | } 
of man would have been manna; ever} 
would have been as those of Levanon, 
twig as the majestic tree of the forest. \ 
nado’s blast, no earthquake shock w 
affrighte d or alarmed the world, or destroy 
portion of the human race. Verna flowers W 
have bloomed throughout the year; not 
happiness, universal happiness, would 
2xisted. But, sir, we were not the creatol 
universe or of existence anywhere, and \ 
look at questions in a practical light, view 
according to the circumstances by which ¥ 
surrounded and by the light of current es 
that light I propose to view the question ! 
fore the Senate. ' 
Slavery had existed under some for! 


from the first period of recorded history. 1° 


back even beyond the period of Abra 
father of the faithful, in whose seed all 
tions of the earth were to be bie ssed. \W 
that immejliately after the flood t \ 
for purposes inscrutabie tous, ¢ ondem! 

race to servitude: ** Vayomer Orur Anoan 
Afoatim Yeahio Le-echot:’’ * And hes id, © 
be Canaan; slave of slaves he shail Ye 
brethren.’’ . 

It continued among all people until the ® 
of the Christian era. It was recognizee © 
new dispensation which was to supe! ne 
It has the sanction of God’s own ap 
when Paul sent ‘back Onesimus to I 


United States, which, when adopted by the Le- i] whom did he send? A freeman’ No, si! 








\os, {doulos,} a slave, born as such, not 
mndrapodon, Who was such by captivity 
{mong all people and in all ages has 
wy, if such it is to be called, existed 
suntenance of wise and good men, 
e Christian church itself until these 
nes, up at least to the nineteenth cen- 
exists in this country, and has existed 
beginning. 
1783 there existed on the 


resident, 1n 
‘ slope of what was once the United States 
\ a. and which I trust will yet in the 


fGod again become the United States 

thirteen independent, free, absolute 

relgnties. In the tre aty between 

and the colonies which recognized 

nce, those colonies were distinctly 

e, and each was recognized as an 

i a nt and sovereign State. The y had in 
independent since the 4th of July, 1776; 

re their recognition by the mother coun- 


» they had entered into Arucles of Confedera- 
. y V 1 they were to be governe d. Al- 


| am no secessionist, and never have 
|] never expect to be, it may be refresh- 
to call the attention of the Sen- 
‘the country to one very important fact 


times 


s connection, and that is that the Articles of 
leration were entered into not for any tem- 
y purpose; they were articles existing be- 


ill the thirteen original colonies, and the 
ereby formed was declared to be a per- 
Union, and the faith of each and of all was 
| to the maintenance and the preservation 
t perpetual Union. Sir, weare sprung from 
ra f secessionists, however much we may 
the name now, and however excited may 

ir feelings toward those deluded brethren 

\ ive undertaken to assert the right of seces- 
d to act upon it, in our judgment without 

nt cause, unwisely for themselves, injuri- 

y to us, injuriously to the world both now 

| r¢ iwhout future time. 

( leration it is declared thus: 
Whereas the delegates of the United States of America 
sassembled did, on the 15th day of November, 
ur of our Lord 1777, and in the second year of the 
ndenee of America, agree to certain articles of con- 


ieration and perpetual union between the States of New 


Hampshire, Massaciiusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Provi- 

» Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 

% Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro 

7 , South Carolina, and Georgia, in the words following, 
ely 2? 

en Ihen,after reciting the Articles of Confedera- 

: , the convention of ratification goes on to 
leclare: 

, ; * And whereas it hath pleased the great Governor of the 

ve Ww world to incline the hearts of the Legislatures we respect- 

mW y represent in Congress to approve of, and to author- 

gweat ize us to ratify, the said articles of confederation and per- 

petualunion: Know ye, that we the undersigned delegates, 

Virtue of the power and authority to us given for that 

pirpose, do hy these presents, in the name and in behali 

the food ; ur respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and 

dee oopdar meach and every of the said articles of confederation 

a ea ind perpetual union, and all and singular the matters and 

—— tiligs therein contained ; and we do further solemnly plight 

No /engage the faith of our respective constituents that 


wuld hat ll abide by the determinations of the United States 
as y ‘ongress assembled, on all questions which by the said 


leration are submitted tothem; and that the articles 


ers shall be inviolably observed by the States We re 
thing ‘pretively represent, and that the union shall be perpet- 
ay 
rs And yet, sir, in nine short years, in violation 
lw ‘he solemn stipulations contained in the Articles 
ew ‘Confederation, and in violation of that spirit of 
hw to the preservation of which the faith of 
vents ‘ch and every one of those States, and of the 
n now thereof, was pledged, what do we find? 
A the other States seceding from New York, 
not : siniay North Carolina, and Rhode Island. 
y. Itda have we followed the example which our fathers 
anat 


*. US In treating of the great question which now 
ill the a m “siatesand which for three years past has agitated 


We find ys Public mind ? Have we done as John Quincy 
Almighty, ““ams said would be wise, in 1839, in a public 
ed a whole , dress in New York, that when the affections of 
‘noan bjet mae pec ple of one portion of the country became 
id, Cursed hated ‘rom the other, and nothing could keep 

be to lis > ler the alienated parts but force, then we 

Lom - i d recur to the early precedents in our his- 
the adver ,2*,0low those examples, endeavor to reunite 
zed in ties see by peaceful and wise remedies? No, 
de the old. _, ut war desolates the land, and nothing, it 
pos “ts, but blood can satisfy the people. 
Phiale me - " President, at the time the colonies declared 
De sit. 


‘iemselve =o - 
“ives free of the parent country slavery ex- 


In those Articles of 


i} Union, and if three fourths of the 
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isted in every one of the It had been trans- 
planted from other shores, transplanted here to 
a great eXtent against the 1 


t emonstrances of the 
W he n Dee F 
Independence was formed, which is often quoted 
as evidence that these mod 


colonies themseives. the iration of 


rn doctrines tn reter- 


ence to slavery are t correct doctrines, every 
one of the colonies which helped to frame that 


declaration was a slaveholding col 





my, al d most 
of the men who were members of that Congress 
were slaveholders. Because they inserted in the 
beginning of that declaration a general specula- 
tive truth that *‘*all men are created equi he "itis 
said that was an a iowledgment by them thi 
slave ry itse lf was wrong. Why, Mr. President, 
how absurd! The authors of the very instru 
ment, themselves slaveholders, declaring to the 
world that they were criminals, and up to the 
time of their death, by holdi slaves in bond 


rimivnals! No, sir. They 


were speaking pot of tl 


age, contlint d to be « 


erightsof the subj 
In theirown midst, butol 


race 
those nmaehts t 
which distinct 
nd that as 


pyinu 


» free and 
independeut government 
communities had, a 
tinct 


poliucal 
| - dis- 
had 





political ¢ ies a St 


parate 


peopl 
arightto fFOVern itse lt, and derived that: ight from 
their Creator. 
contended 
Constitution 


It might with as nruch 
that bec 


reason be 
the 


ye opie of the 


1use in the preamble to 
it is said ** We, the 


United States,’’ that thereby is meant the 


negro race, the Ssiaves at that day, hel pe d to form 


that 


the Constitution of the United States because they 
are persons. but in the sense in which the in- 
strument was formed they constitute no people, 
having no voice in the Government under which 


the y ilve. 
Slavery being 


the Siave trad 


transplanted to thiscountry, and 


ontinued too in the Constitution 
of the United States by the ramers of that instru- 
ment for twenty years P 
some 


, and that by the 
of the New England 
we are told in the face of these facts that the fram- 
ers of the Declaration of Inde pe ndenes 
framers of the Constitution of 


vote of 
two or thre States, 
and the 
the United States 
were opposed to the existence of slavery, that 
they bore testimony against it, and that the desire 
expressed now by some of us that it should not 
be interfered with isa departure from the wisdom 
and the policy of the fathers. 

Why, sir, inthatinstrumentthey not only con- 
tinued the foreign slave trade for twenty years, 
but they guarded and protected the right of the 
master to his slave by provisions which if they 
had been faithfully observed these unhappy times 
would not now be upon us. ‘They provided for 
the return of theescaped fugitive, and in the lan- 
guage of Justice Story that provision was essen- 
tial to the formation of the Union, and unless it 
had been incorporated in 
Union could have 

Sut, sir, the fathers 
but during the first Administration, during the 
period that Washington was Pri 
ted States, to carry out in good faith this provision 


the Constitution no 
been formed. 
left the matter not there; 
sident of the Uni- 


of the Federal Constitution, the first fugitive slave 


act was formed. r men was the 


D 


He, who amon 
foremost of all men, whose memory not only the 
people of this country have honored, but whose 
memory is dear to freemen everywhere through- 
out the world, gave the sanction of his great name 
to the first fugitive slave law that was formed, 
He did not profess to be wiser than the Almighty, 
nor better than Paul, who ret 
his master; and although 


irned the slave to 
men dare 
these deluded days, and amid the wild excite- 
ment which now rages through the North, arraign 
his me mory or Stain lis character, they cannot 
withdraw him from the class to whichhe belonged, 


the class of s 


not, even In 


laveholders, and the attempt now to 
repeal the fugitive slave act is only an attempt to 
repeal that which, had he been living at the pres- 


ent day, would have received his sanction, if we 


| can judge by his act when he signed the bill of 


1793. 

Mr. President, the question before the Senate 
is whether the resolution proposed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary shall be adopted by this 
body and the proposed constitutional amend- 
ments be submitted to the States. I may be about 
to announce a heresy, butif it be heresy I firinly 
believe in the truth of it, that if the 
United States were to adopt this jointresoluuon, 
and were to submit it to all the States of this 
States should 


Penate of the 
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ratify the ame ndment, it would notbe binding on 
iny State w 


1ose interest was affected by it if that 
State protested against it | know the popular 
doctrin » thatuf a convention is called vy two 
thirds of the State sand proposesany amendments 
whatever to the Constitution, which imendments 


are wie? 


ratified by three fourths of the $ es, such 
amendments then become the supreme law of the 
land, and are binding on each and every Stat 

those who had notassented tothem as well as those 
who had. Such is not the opinion which Lente: 


tain of thismatter. I may be inerror; lL know my 


erst 


Wh 


view Is against the popular opinion; but letust 
it and see who is right and who is wrong 
Who made 1! 
Nhe preamble to the Constitution commences, 


-" We, the peo} le 


some 


framed this Constitntion? 


| of the United States,’’ and henes 
Say that this is a popular Government, 
and they would have you believe that it has the 
same effect as though the people in mass meeting 
had framed it. Sir, that clause of the Constitution 
is susceptible of a rendering perfectly legitimate 
which would do away with this idea, even if the 
preamble to the Constitution could govern its pro- 
visions, and thatis, ** We, the people of the States 
united,’’ who are but the people of the United 
States. Suir, that Constitution was framed by the 
States, by the ye ople of the States, who elected 


de legates to their conventions or Legislatures. It 


was submitted separately to enc h State, It never 
was submitted to the people of the United States 
as an aggregate body. It was not even submit 
ted to the Congress of the United States elected 
by the pe ople trom the particular States lt was 
not submitted to a general convention of delegates 
elected in the different States, but it was submit 
ted directly and immediately to the States them 
selves. It was to bind no State, and had no effect 
in any State except those States which, in their 
independent and separate character, ratified it 

Our seceding fathers withdrew not en masse from 
the old Articles of Confederation. ‘The State which 
I have the honor in part to represent, although 
now one of the least populous in the Union, was 
the firstseceder. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
other States followed, until finally New Hamp- 
shire made secession complete from the other 
States by ratifying thatConstitution. New York, 
Virginia, North Carolina,and Rhode Island were 
left to determine the great issue of peaceable sep- 
aration or forcible opposition to it. ‘They were 
left to try the power of military coercion or to 
exclaim that their wayward sisters might depart 
in peace. New York and Virginia soon seceded 
from the old Confederation and came in, and finally 
North Carolina: but Rhode Island would 
whip them hack again. 

lam not going to discuss the question of the 
powe rof the Fede ral Gove rnmenttocoerce States 
back into the Union. This is not 
cuss any such question. kt 


not 


the time to dis- 
has been discussed 
heretofore. We are now engaged in war,and we 
must look to the creat and momentous tissues of 
war and to the 


surrounded. 


circumstances by which we are 
| do not propose to enter into any 
discussion of that character; but I will say this, 


as a historical and legal truth, that there wa 


Jas 
much authority in Rhode Island and these other 
States, when the nine left them, to coerce them 
back and make them live up to their plighted 


for 
Union,’ 


faith, the preservation of this ‘* perpetual 
to which their honors were plighted, es 
there isin the Federal Government to coerce any 
Those, how- 
Practical men lived in 

'Phey pursued a different plan, and 
rfect Union’’ was formed than 
created by the Articles of Confederation. If out 
of all this terrible war and the struggles between 
the several perfect Union shall bs 
formed,a Union in which the rights of the citizen 


andoftheS 


of tine seceded eiates back arvain. 
ever, were practi ijdays. 
those days. 
a * 


more p that 


States a more 
States shall be respected, and in whi 
civil liberty shall be preserved, no one wall be 
more rejoiced than myself, 

But, sir, | denied the proposition that it was 
competent for three fourths of the States by an 
amendment of the Cor 
senting State 


stitution to say toany dis- 


, * This shall be your Constituuon, 
and you shail live in this Union notwithstanding 
we have interfered with your inde pendent control 
over your domestic rights.’’ Let us test the doc- 
trine. 

| shall not test it in reference to the subject of 


slavery; for notwithstanding what may be the 
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oT ne ot my onor rif rie? 3 | ! 
; ! me por of the p oOptle at large , for t 
qu n of very | re not | am not so fond 
of the prinetple of human bondage, or of bondag: 
of any i he it | advocate it for the love of it. 
| have no interest or very iittie in the institution 


of siavery nore than any member on this fj or 
a Could | have had my way, could I have 
been the creator and gove rnor of all things, per- 
haps no bondman would have ever trod the so) 


the infants, even, would have been cherubs, and 


the men would have beenarchangels. We vainly 
imagine that we could have made all things bet- 
ter l look at the subject of slavery only in a 
practic wht and in its legal constitutional as 
pect Convince me that your policy is author- 
ized by the Constitution of the United States and 
by the right f the States, and will conduce to 
the ivancement of the white race and the im- 
provement of the negro race, and | will support 
it Senators on the other de have as much 
fondness for the system of human slavery as | 
have, although we differ in our theories in refer- 
ence to it. IL look at it in a practical light; they 
mn a theoretical tight, | rerard it neither as un- 
co itional, illegal, immoral, impious, or sinful 
in any rT of the case, but in perfect vccord 
atrrcee with the ways of Providence to man. 

Mr. President, ifthe ratification of your proposed 
amendment by three fourths of the States can give 
iL tine validity of 1 cor titutional provision, obliga 
tory upona protesting State, then would aratifica- 
tion by three fourtl of the people in reference to 
any olher matler, except that simple one th iteach 
Stute shall have tw » Senators, be obligatory. | 
know that the popular eory isthata convention 
can frame a consti tion, and if three fourths of 
the States ratify it it is obligatory in reference to 
anythi and everything they do; that absolut 
sovereignty is with them, notonly in reference to 


the purposes of genefal government, but absolut 


sovereignty in respect to every right which the 
people of the States have. I have not so read 
ether the Constitution of my country or the teach- 
ings of those who t 
the States say that you should have no manufac- 
tories, that you should plant no corn, that you 
should not have property in anything else which 
is the subject of property? 

I sofurther. If it would be competent for them 
to make such a provision as this the paramount 
law of the land, as the constitution of that land, 
and if this theo y be true, that omnipotent power, 
so far as the purposes of government are con 
cerned, resides with three fourths of the States, 
then they could blot out of existence any State in 
this Union Does any gentleman suppose that it 
would be competent for a convention to so frame 
the Constitution, and for three fourths of the States 
to ratify it, that property should not be held in 
any State of this Union, or that all existing prop- 
erty should be swept away? Would it be com- 
petent for such a conve ntion, with such a ratifica- 
tion, to provide that all the mills and factories of 
New England should never run more, and that 
ne property should exist in anything which was 
the product or the manufacture of those mills and 
factorte 

Sir, property 1s not regulated and was not in- 
tended to be regulated by the Constitution of the 
United States. Prope rty is the creature of the 
law of the State,and whenever this Government 
undertakes, either by legislative enactment or op- 
erating through and by three fourths of the States, 
to say to the people of any State, ‘* We will say 
whatshall be property and whatshall not be prop- 
erty within your midst; that subject shall be ree- 
ulated by a Federal Constitution or bya Federal 
law,’’ they violate the purposes and objects for 
which the Constitution was framed, and do that 
which, if they had proclaimed had been their ob- 
ject in the beginning, would have prevented the 


formation of that Constitution and of the Union. | 


Sir, my motives may be misinterpreted and my 
views may be erroneous. They are honestly en- 
tertained. It may be said that I wish to justify 
what has been done by the seceded States, and 
that I may want their example followed. It is 
vain in these days for any man to attempt to de- 
clare what his own honest purposes are. A too 
willing public lends a too ready ear to miscon- 
strucuonand misrepresentation. 1 want secession 
to be imitated! What have I or my people to gain 


framed that Constitution. If 
that be so, then | ask you, could three fourths of 


THE 


ith 
on to us. We were happy, contented, and free, 


until it took place. Since 
bondmen: and such is the fate which threatens 
usin the 
power shall continue to govern this country. 
What good could separation bring to us on the 
border, exposed to and in front of hostile people? 
We have never courted and never desired sucha 
thine: but we are resolved, even amid the din of 
arms, to cling zealously to our constitutional 
ights, and to adhere to those fundamental prin- 
ciples of government which are essential to our 


mit to Senators this que stion: if you were to pro- 
pose an amendment to the Constitution in the 
form you do this, and that amendment should be 
ratified by three 

State of Delhware and the State of Maryland 
should hereafter existand be but one State, would 
that be binding upon the people of Delaware and 
the people of Maryland, unless they assented to 
it? lL hold it would be a justifiable cause for se- 
cession. 
miczht be don 
this great strug j 
never heard accused of looking into a law book, 
or reading the 
devise ascheme in his first report for uniting Dela- 
ware and some portion of Maryland into one 
State, and some portions of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia into another. He was going to do thething 
speedily; and therefore, inasmuch as he was hon- 
ored with the high position of Secretary of War, 
| presume there must be men in this country who 
think 
not competent by a simple act of the national 
Legislature it is competent by a national conven- 
tion, or by an amendment of the Constitution by 
the ratification of three fourths of the States, so as 
to effect that result. 


tract made for the government of the people of the 
whole United States. 
in the language of Mr. Madison, the States them- 
selves are ; 
any other contract is to be construed, by its own 

terms and by the surrounding circumstances | 
showing the objects and the purposes for’ which 

it was formed. 


trusted with the interests of the States so far as 
intercourse with foreign nations were concerned, 
with the regulation of commerce, with the coin- 
age of money, and many other things. 
framers of that instrument show in it the object 
which they had in forming it, because they del- 
egate the powers 
ment should have, and then declare that the pow- 
ers not therein delegated, and not prohibited to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively || among those with whom it exists 18 1 
or to the people. voked as affording power, in the absen 
tion of that Constitution, it had been suggested 
that, by allowing it to be amended by the ratifi- 
cation of three fourths of the States, a future con- 
vention would undertake to invade the rights of 
the States and to determine what should be prop- 
erty in the States, or to regulate the relation of 
parent and child, husband and wife, master and || professes to be wiser than the Almig 
slave, within those States, that the fathers would || whose providence thissystem of human 
ever have entered intosuch an agreement? Why, 
sir, even with the omission from that Constitu- 
tion of the provision which provides for the ren- | 
dition of fugitive slaves, we are told by so high 
an authority as Justice Story, the Constitution 
could not have been framed. 
that men who were so tenacious of their rights— 
men who had waged a long seven years’ war for 
the achievement or preservation of those rights, | 
after all their experience in that bloody conflict— | 
would ever have committed to any body of men, | 
present or in the future, the power to regulate | 
the relation of parent and child or husband and | 
wife? | 
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yany su¢ thingas that? It was ruin and desola- 


e enioyment of all our constitutional rights, 


then we have been 


future, if the policy of those now in 


fety. 
ut, sir, to recur again to the argument, I sub- 


fourths of the States, that the 


The popular theory would be that it 
- foreven in the earlier moments of 
rle, a Secretary of War, whom I 


Constitution of his country, did 


like him, and think that if such a thing is 


The Constitution of the United States is a con- 
It is a contract to which, 


varties, and itis to be construed just as 


W hat were those purposes? To 


form a union among the States for common pur- 
poses, not to give them the control over the do- | 
mestic relations existing in the States, not to reg- 
ulate the right and title to property in the States; 
but there were great common purposes to be sub- 
served by the formation of this Union which could 
be better subserved by the States in the aggregate 
than 


by the States separately. They were in- 


But the 


which the Federal Govern- 


Do any suppose if, at the time of the forma- 


Do you suppose 





to regulate the relation of mast. 
can go into a State and attemnt to 
relation between parentand child or | 
wife. 


rights, but it absolutely proposes by ' 
ment of the Constitution to sweep away 


ence to slavery. 
ification of a proposed amendment 
stitution, by three fourths of the Stat 
question of slavery than it has over any 
scription of property: 
Slaves were as much property in the ey 
| framers of that instrument, in the eye of 
isting Constitution, as any other species 
If three fourths of the States hav 
to destroy property in slaves they have at 
| destroy it in anything else. 
as extensive, and no more, in refer 
species of property as'any other; for | 
we are not to be asked to amend the Co! 
upoh humanitarian grounds. 


erty. 


never could agree. 


thatis his.’’ 





Sir, if you can go into the States a, 


aster and s 


If you have a right to go int 


any such provision as that. Why,sir, 
is just as likely now to be done in the fy 
it was likely, when that Constitution was { 
that In seventy-five years a dominant ; 
this country would attempt to invade aS 
determine the question of what should 
erty by abolishing an existing institu: 


Sut, sir, this provision goes further, 


out hundreds of millions of dollars’ wort} 
erty in the States. dest 
property. 


That is the 


y 


Let it be known 


Zut it may be said it can only be do 


What more power 


Show me the 


The sinfulness of slavery or the evil 


thing else, to make this proposed c! 
that be the source whence is derived 
ity to make this amendment to the C 
itis an authority against which I can 
for the simple reason that I and my an! 
| In my judgmenthea 
a sickly sentiment, I a practical quest 


ey 
tl 


servant, (slave,) his ox, his ass, nor a!) 
. ° a) 

W hat is the meaning of 

Among the people to whom that law was g 


Then I ask, wh: 


ive 


‘ 
say that one particular species of pro ies * 
has heretofore been property shall no 
ture be property, you have a rizht to env 
any other subject of property heretofore s} ; 
be property in the future; and you have « 
to say in that case, by way of amendm: 
there shall be no such thing as property 
It will not do to answer me by sayine 
convention of the States would do this: | 
fourths of the States could not be fou, dt 


t 


i 


" 


only prospective in character so as to affect { 


) 


It operates for the destru tlon« 
erty, because if this amendment beco: 
porated in the Constitution and is subn 
that property ceases. 
difference in principle between the destr 
thisamount of property invested ins 
destruction of thatamount of property iny 
manufactures, in agriculture, or in the mé 
arts? 

Again, can a convention frame an an 
or can Congress propose an amend 
Constitution, which, being ratified 
of the States, shall become the suprem 
land, by which there shall be made a 
tribution of property throughout the Units 
Can they do that? 
within the power of three fourths of the 
do that, and a party may rise up int 
most clamorous for the exercise of 1 

I apprehend, however, it will be admitted t 
convention of three fourths of the State 
propose an amendment, which, being 
three fourths of the States, can do 
things that | have mentioned. 


Hit 
n 


it S 


) 


Their power Is 


I 


I 


hty, 


has been allowed to exist in all ages of Ui 
wiser than the Saviour of the world, who 
he was on earth never interfered with the 
| slavery, although he walked up and 
plains of Judea, where there were siaves, 8" 
law of whose people re 
slavery—the law that was given 
Mount Sinai, amid lightning and thun le ry 
smoke and flame; and recognizing th exis 
not only of this relation but the right! 5 
‘Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's ife, 


Ww 
LW 


dow! 
i 


cognized the existe! 
to them 


‘ 


1iness 


serva 


Mareh 31 


$ 


fn 


wi 


PD 








-ore hired servants; there were bondmen 
inaids Efet, the original in the He- 
sa re, which means a slave, means a 
S a nas such, justas much as dovdos, [doulos,] 
Greek, means a slave born as such, I cannot 
rue with such an antagonist, because he sets his 
d pment up against the history of the race and of 
nkind in all past ages. 
| presume, therefore, that this amendment, if 
. adopted, must be upon the ground that in the 
nion of Senators, three fourths of the States 
id have the right to ratify it and incorporate 
nthe fundamental law of the land. I have no 
eht to question the honesty of the opinion of 
sny Senator who so thinks, and [ do not question 
“1 only claim for my own opinion the same 
esty that I yield to others. . 
Rut, Mr. President, we are told that the reason 
why this amendment should be made is, that sla- 
yery has caused the present national difficulties; 
shat if it had not been for the existence of sla- 
very there would be no war. The honorable 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee tells us that 


eave 


Ww 


even if the present troubles have been broughton | 


by the interference of northern fanatics with the 
stitution of slavery, then if slavery had not ex- 


sted there would have been nothing for them to | 


terfere with, and the rebellion would not have 
tuken place; that if it was brought on by the de- 
sire of the people of the South to strengthen and 
encourage the institution, then if it had not ex- 
sted the rebellion would not have taken place; 
and he seems to think that to it we owe the loss 
‘freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and 
most of the ills under which we are now suffer- 
He therefore propose as the great remedy, 


| presume not only to heal our present troubles, | 
tas a bond of peace in the future, that the in- | 
stitution of slavery shall be wiped out by achange | 


of the Constitution. 
If there had been no fire, so large a portion of 
» city of New York as was burned down in 
1835 would not have been burned down. If there 
was no water, there would be no overflowing 
loods. If there was no sun in the heavens, no 
nan would fall prostrate to the earth and die from 
heat of that sun. Let the Senator correct all 
theillsof life. Let him quench the fire that warms 
all the human race, and no incendiary then could 
burn our dwellings; let him dry up the fountains 


of the deep and close the windows of heaven that 
| 


there shall be no more water; let him pluck the | 


sun from on high that his heat shall no more 
cause death. 

But, sir, I hold that if you adopt this amend- 
ment, and youcould get three fourths of the States 


to raufy it, it would not be obligatory upon the | 
others for another reason; and that is, that you | 


cannot propose this amendment to all the States, 
as contemplated by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. ‘There are confessedly some eight or 
nine of these States now out of the Unien, over 


which the Federal Government does not pretend | 


to exercise control. What is the meaning of the 


clause that the Congress of the United States may | 


propose amendments, which, when ratified by 
liree fourths of the States, shall become a part of 
the Constitution ? 


pose these amendments, not to a portion of the 
Stales, but to all the States, so-that all the States 
May have the power to act upon them. I ask 
you, Suppose we were at peace to-day; suppose 
Mus revolution had never occurred, and it had 

*n considered proper and necessary by a ma- 


y of the people of the United States to change 
hel 


It means that you shall pro- | 


‘fundamental law by making amendments to | 


the Constitution; suppose, in reference to this 


ww Orin reference to any other matter, you 
had adopted a joint resolution proposing those 
amendments, and you submitted them to three 


fourths of the States, and not to the other one | 


fo oi and that they had been ratified by three 
“aan the States, would you tell me that they 
Solon : . part and parcel of the Constitution 
+ ar ley were ratified by three fourths of the 
thay ance oecurs the principle with which I started, 
aan nstitution of the United States is the 
a oe contract. It is a contract be- 
ede tates, who, in the language of Mr. 

/» are parties to it,and the plain, evident, 


Ones . ; : 
vest import of this clause of the Constitution 
g'ving the 


* 


power of ratification to three fourths | 
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| another ground. 


of the States isand must be so understood by all 
right-think:ng men, that all the States shall have 
the power of pass pon that proposed amend- 
ment, of ratifying or rejecting it, and that if any 
State is denied that privilege,if your amendment 
is not proposed to any State, it eannot operate 
upon that State, because it would be in violation 
of the just terms and fair interpretation of the 
Consutution. The correctness of this principle 
would not be denied at all in reference to a con- 
tract between parties in a court. 

Then | say you cannot propose to or have your 
proposition acted on by a portion of the States, 
because you have actually declared them a hostile 
power, and are engaged in a war with them. You 
have recognized as between you and those very 
States belligerent rights. This only shows the 
impropriety of this proposition at the present 
time. If you wish to make anamendment to the 
Constitution of the United States which shall be 
binding and obligatory in all future time upon the 
parties to that Constitution, why not wait till 
peace is restored; why not wait till passion ceases 
to inflame the breast and madness to warp the 
judgment and craze the brain of men? The fun- 
damental law of a great people should never be 
changed amid the shock of arms. Reason should 
sit calmly on her throne; judgment should be 
brought to the ‘*‘line’’ before acting on such a 


| question, 


But, sir, l oppose this proposed amendmenton 
It is impossible for it to be rati- 
fied by a vote of three fourths of the States. The 

enator from Illinois, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, said it would require 
twenty-eight States, and he named the States 
which he supposed would vote to ratify it. He 
included all the adhering States with the excep- 
tion of my own, and he thought she could not 
stand against it. Let me tell the honorable Sen- 
ator that if the resolution is passed, | do not 
suppose my State will bein the way of it; not be- 
cause she will approve of it; not because the ma- 


jority of her people will not be honestly opposed 


to it and would not vote against it, but because 
you do notintend that they shall ever act upon it. 
‘The Senator said that Mar yland had inaugurated 
this policy, and she would be in favor of it. 1 
have some acquaintance with the people of that 
State. She will agree to it, just as the Senator, 
if met by a highwayman, solitary, alone, and un- 
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armed, presenting a pistol at his head and de- || 


manding his purse, would agree to give it up. 

But he expects to receive accessions from Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Louis- 
iana in favor of this proposed amendment. 1 
appeal to the honorable Senator, would he have 
an amendment to the Constitution and get up in 
his place in the Senate of the United States and 
declare that that was an amendment adopted by 
the people of Arkansas, Tennessee, North Car- 
olina, or Louisiana, if the election were to be held 
at the present time? Does the Senator believe 
that if the people of those States were free to act, 
and could pass upon his proposed amendmentac- 
cording to their wish or judgment, there would 
be one man in ten who would vote to ratify it? 
It is impossible for the Senator so to believe. 

What is your government in Arkansas, in 
Louisiana, and in ‘Tennessee? 
soldiers, and there would be scarcely one man in 
fifty in either of those States that would either 
approve your amendment or recognize your au- 
thority. And yet the Senator would affect the 
rights of nearly one half of what was once this 
Union by going through—I say it in no disre- 
spect to the honorable Senator, but I say it be- 
cause | believe it and think it—going through the 
farce of an election under military control and 
restraint, and then come in the presence of the 
Senate of the United States and before the people 
of the country and of the world, and proclaim that 
the people of three fourths of the States of the 
Union, in the spirit which their fathers intended 
them to act and in the free exercise of their judg- 
ments and their opinions as ruarantied to them 
by their fathers, have agreed toamend their Con- 
stitution and forever hereafter wipe out the foul 
blot of slavery ! 

Mr. President, nothing is to be gained by this 
except one thing, and that you may accomplish. 
You may succeed by suchan amendment as this, 
by an election—no, not by an election, but by a 


Take away your | 
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far ‘e enacted inthe border States and by a worse 
farce enacted in some of the seceded States—you 
may succeed in abolishing slavery in the Stat 

of Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Mis- 
sourl. That is what you cando. You ean suc- 
ceed in injuring those who never tried to injure 
you; but unless you conquer the South, unless 
you subjugate them, unless you make them pASS 
under the yoke as you avow your purpose to do, 
unless you take bodily hold of their slaves and 
draw them within your lines and keep them there 
you have accomplished nothing. You have re 
garded them as belligerents, and conse quently the 
Slave you take to-day from them and put your 
uniform upon, if he 1s reeaptured by them, is not 
tree, though proclamations and legislative enact 


ments may so declare, but is a slave still, and not 
only a slave by reason of the fact that he is in 
possession of his original master, but, by asound 
principle of the law of nations, the jus postliminii, 
he reverts to his original owner, 

But, sir, I shall not pursue the speech of the 
Senator from Illinois, to which | have referred 
simply to show ina few words the unsoundness 
of the principle which he assumes, that because 
slavery exists and people intermeddle with it and 
have brought on this state of affairs, or because 
those who were interested in it were unreason- 
able in their demands and thereby contributed to 
such a result, that therefore slavery must be wiped 
out. ‘There is nothing good in lite which by that 
mode of argumentation and reasoning the honot 
able Senator could not wipe out and abolish for- 
ever. The ve ry tood which man eats is often the 
agengy which destroys life; and the reasoning 
would be just as sound t6 say that food must be 
destroyed because it has killed men as that sla- 
very must be abolished because intermeddlers 


with it have brought about the present state of 


affairs. 

1 believe that there has been wrong on both 
sides of this question; that the aboliuontsts of 
this country and what are sometimes called the 
fire-eaters of the South, the secessionists per se, 
have been cooperators and cownorl ker sin the Bae 
damnable cause; that history w ill judge them both 
criminal, and humanity in all ages of the world 
will curse their memory. Had political aboli 
tionists refrained from intermeddling with the just 
rights of the South in respect to slavery, there 
would have been no secessionists. Abolitionists, 
therefore, are the real disunionists, and primarily 
responsible for our present troubles. But, sir, 
while discussing the authority of this measure, l 
do not mean to be led into a question of party 
polities. 

As was said in reference to another matter, the 
subject of military interference with elections, by 
the honorable Senator from Michigan, {Mr. 
Howagp,] the time is unpropitious for such a 
measure as this. 
peace returns, and then, if it is found necessary 
or wise in the judgment of the people of this coun 
try to attempt changes in theirorganic law, apply 
yourselves to that high office in the same 


Spirit, 
with the same singleness of purpose, with the 
same honesty of intention, with the same fairness 
of disposition, and with the same lofty patriotism 
in which it was formed by your fathers. 

Mi CLARK. Mr. Presidk nt, I do not pro- 
pose to discuss at large the power of Congress to 
propose this ame ndment to the States l find in 
the Constitution a& it now stands this provision: 

“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this 
Constitution, or, on the application of the Legislatures of 
two thirds of the several States, shall call a couvention for 
proposing amendments, which, in either case, shail be valid 
to allintents and purposes, as partof this Constitution, when 
ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several 
States,’ &e. 

I understand that course to be now proposed. 
I understand that Congress is about to propose 
to the States certain amendments to this Co 
tution. I understand that when those amend- 
ments shall be ratified, if they ever are, by three 
fourths of the States, they will be, in the language 
of the Constitution now, * valid to all intents and 


purposes.’ gut, says the Senator from Dela- 
rare y . ‘ t e I the Constitutior i is 
ware, you cannot amend th 

particular; the framers of the Constitution did not 

anticipate that such an ame ndment would be pro- 


Has the Senator from Delaware careful 
considered the provisions of thie Constitution? 


osed. 


Wait in hope until the day of 
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The framet of the Constitution said that you 
i vamend it ip this way and itshould be valid 
to iat ! ind purposes except in t ree part 
irs: one was in gard to the slave trade; 
0 r W in regard to the capitation tax: and th 
urd Wa in regard to the equa representat rol 
the States in this branch of Coners Why, sir, 
mrt five of this Constitution shows conclusive y 
the framers of the Constitution had the sub- 
t of ivery directly under their thought and 
control when they ud, you shall not amend tt 
in regard to the slave trade for twenty years, but 
“ Ht as to everything else in regard to it, and 
you may amend it. There 1s no provision here 
that you | not abolish domestic servitude 
Lhe W ind is a provision that you should not 
to } ave trade within twenty years, but 
you might abolish slavery. ‘The implication is 
clear and toreivbie that you may do it whenever 
vo thirds of both Houses of Congress see fit to 
the amendment and three fourths of the 
tate to accept it 
But, Mr. President, Ido not propose to pursue 
this constitutional arrwument. | propose to show 
that the greatevils of slavery as it now exists in 
these United States have arisen from this very 
Constitution, Yes, sir, slavery in the United 
Siates owes its giant growth to the Constitution; 
not thatit was created by it, for it existed before, 
butthatit was planted init,fenced round and pro- 


tected by it, so that no national power could weed 


it out short of an amendmentto the Constitution. 


Sir, this fearful destruction of life, this devasta- 


tion of homes, this marching 


aughtlering sraves voy Manassas 


and Vial ve rn tly ,~uy tne Ray 
idan, by the Cc 


armies, these \ \ 
ipahannock and Rap 
hickahominy and the Chickamauga» 
by Cedar and Lookout and South Mountains, at 
Shiloh and Murfreesboro’, at Vicksburg and Port 
liudson, at Wagner and James’s Island, at An- 
id Gettysburg; these hospitals with their 
»ws of sickened and maimed inmates; 


house 


Liclam at 
these dead- 
s out of which 1s carted away the dead sol- 
ften unattended, to rest in the soil he gave 
‘ widows’ *these 
but the harvest 
immunities, the protection, and the cul- 


to ce fend: these 


: ’ 9 
‘forphans’ tears, are 


his lif weeds, 
terrible 


from the 


ture secured by the Constitution to the accursed 
justiution, And there is another ‘harvest, too, 
where by the shores, and in the bays, the rive rs, 


and the ee eads, in the caverns of the ** deep 
blue sea,’’ lit many a boy 
this terrible reaper. ; 

Mr. President, lam not now about to call to ac- 
count or blame the founders of this Government. 
They were wise and patriotic men. They were 

The y had 
great difficulties to contend with, and in the main 
red them with admirable skill and judg- 
They did the best they could, as well, per- 
haps,asany mencould then havedone. The form 
of government which they conceived and present- 
ed to the American people, with its admirable di- 
vision of State and national powers; with itsgrant- 
ed and reserved rights; its checks and its balances; 
generally 
clearly marked division of legislative, judicial, and 
executive functions; ils protection of the liberties 


oft the 


sailor cut down by 


statesmen of broad and patriotic views. 


they mana 


ment. 


its restraints and ample ré sources; its 


people, with its guards against the abuse of 
power, has excited the admiration of the world. 
Commentators have examined and illustrated it; 
nations have « opied it; generations have blessed it. 
It wa the crowning gfries of Waslring- 
that he presi ded over the Convention 
which de vised and re ported it to the people ior 
ther adop ‘tion, 


s one of 


ton Ss lile 


The general peace and prosperity of the coun- 
try under its administration; the wonderful de- 
velopment of its resources, never half apprecia- 
ted until now; the expansion of its territory; the 
inerease of its population; its advancement in 
intellectual and moral culture, as weil as politi- 
cal power, all attest the value of the w ork the y 
achieved. 

Sull it was not perfect. It could not beso. It 
was of human wisdom, looking sharply to the 
future, but sometimes failing to ** pierce the y ail,’ 
and unable to provide for all the emergencies 
which misdirected, combined, and hellish passion 
or ambition should create. Nay, it rather bore 
within itself the seeds of weakness and disease, 
and secured food and incitement to those very 
passions which it had most to dread, 
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and struggling of 


Mr. President, the honorable Senator 


from 


M yia yvno sits nearest me, [Mr. Jounson,]} 
with et foree and justice the other day declared 
that ‘four present difficulties were the awful retri- 
butions of Providence upon astupendous crime.’ 
‘They are ee true 1s it that they are 
but the ne rrowth and harvest of our own 
it Had there Soiemetamnbsaaelianes 
inthe Constitution: had itsidea and substance not 
been admitted or allowed there; had it received no 
countenal or protection from the national Gov- 
ernment; had the Constitution provided for its 


' 


ymin the old States and its utter 
exclusion from the new, slavery would not now 
have hrow of that Constitution 


ever been its best and strongest pro- 


eradual extinct! 


sought the overt 
which has 
tector. 
When Wa n laid aside the robesof office, 
he besought his countrymen to cherish the Union 
they had formed. A as! that the section of the 
country in which he lived, his own Virginia, 
should been the first battle-field with those 
in arms to overthrow it; that his own home 
itnow be safely visited by Union-loving men 
without throwing out a picket guard to protect 
1 their 


shinet 


have 
and 


Canine 


their liberties ai lives, 

Alas! that in Richmond, the capital of hisown 
State, men should be imprisoned and starved till 
their eye giare upon vacancy, because they 
will fight for the supremacy of that Constitution 
which he so counseled them to cherish and de- 
fend; and this, because in the very Instrument 


which formed that Union there was wrapped up 
a very Pandora’s box of evil. 

Mr. Preside: things in the material 
world cannot exist together in the same place and 
at the same Fire cannot dwell with water. 
Thrown together they hiss and sputter untl one 
is extinguished or the other evaporates in steam. 
So of acids and alkaline They foam and 
effervesce untilne is destroyed or both are neu- 
tralized. In the moral and political world there 
isthe same law of antagonisms: vice repels virtue 
and virtue abhors vice; Innocence preclude $s gullt 
and guilt shuts out the very idea of innocence; 
government represses anarchy and anarchy over- 
throws government; tyranny de stroys liberty 
while liberty prostrates tyranny; freedom strikes 
at slavery and slave ry seizes her chains and en- 
deavors to bind themupon freedom. Neither will 
nor can rest in the presence of the other. Both 
will struggle for the mastery until one or the other 
must succumb; and in the contest they are ** like 
the troubled sea, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt.”’ 

‘The framers of the Constitution forgot, or over- 
looked, or disregarded this law in human affairs 
They attempted to form a more perfect Union, 
and yet in that very bond of Union they admitted 
antagonistic forces which have well nigh rent 
that Union asunder. They established justice upon 
a foundation apparently stable, but with a mate- 
rial in it so unfitted for the structure that it has 
well nigh toppled the whole to destruction. They 
thought to insure domestic tranquillity by plant- 
ing together seeds of discord, which have ripened 
toanawful harvestof civil warand blood. Seeking 
liberty to themselves and posterity, but denying 
it to an inferior and subject race, they have nearly 
lost it to both. 

‘**Can a man take fire in his bosom and not be 
burned ?’’ 
human bondage into the charter of a free Gov- 
ernment and not find it in the end a blackened 
scroll crumbling to ashes in his grasp. 

r,, Mr. Madison, with scrupulous care, ex- 
cluded the word *‘slave’’ from the Constitution, 
but by a fatal mistake allowed the thing itself to 
remain. Ue chased away the shadow but left 
the substance, with the same fatuity that would in- 
duce a parent to call an asp or a scorpion a pretty 
bird, and leave it to sting his offspring to death. 
True it may be and is that he and his compeers 
thought slavery would gradually die out, but they 
litte knew.the terrific vitality of the fiend which 
should so grow and strengthen that in seventy- 
five short years of the nation’s life it should wind 
itself in and about it with the grasp of an ana- 
conda, and with impious breath claim it was of 
divine sanction and origin. 

Here is the issue clearly made up and plainly 
stated. Slaver A aye ‘* Lam of God and eternal 
and absolute rig ’ Liberty cries, ‘* You are of 


it, certain 


time. 


salts. 


No nfore can man admit the idea of 


rLOBE. 


| and she 





your father the devil, and his 
Now, can these two warring fore: 
and did not the framers of the C 
they admitted into the hasten. as 
ment the idea of human bond we | 
element of unrest, 
Let us consider 


wi rk 


Ss eX! 


su 
strife, and death ? 
Slavery 
ion into the Const 
has achieved a great and almost f 


nition and admis 


has nestled into the very bosom of the pa: 


life. It has secured the 
has allied with its 
has an anchorage-ground from which 
rales ean drive it; a fortress where yo 
can assault it, and whence 


nation’s pro 


defense the 


it can go 


cure new triumphs as the nation advay 
True, her name is not} 


ritorial power. 


stitution; but, alas! she is there—t} 


nation’ 


5 y 


' 


procures its 


uly 


0 


work 


S 


ho 


‘ 
i 


and strength—and in the very first arti: 


instrument she provides for her repr 
Congress, where her voice and her 
been of signal potency. She gain 
the legislative hall, and ever since | 
hissed and writhed about the nati 
‘True, again, her name was not in th: 
but her power was there. 

For years before she had freighted 
Africa to these . laden with hur 
to endure the tortures of the 


shores 


if they escaped those to be fore ver bo 


bondwomen. She said these men 


rights which the white man is bound to 
demanded in that instrument 


middle pi 


aS sa 


ns 


iSSAaAY’ 


btt)t 


iV 


inhuman traflic should not be prohibited t 
| for twenty years and more, and that 
have time and leisure and opportunity to f 


land with slaves before any prohibi 


So said and s 
lieved the fathers; but why, 


| 
iUt 


o Ith 


then, this p: 


tion t 
| a nominal tax could be laid upon the tr 
|| Slavery to die out? 


for an unlimited supply of victims for twe 


years, upon which she could feed a 
increase ? 


lnstrument. 


made him free, and if chains are put 
upon opportunity given he will slip 
escape. Who shall return 
free? ** In nowise,’’ says the Constit 
shall not thereby’’—that is, by ru 
to another opera" be discharged s 
or labor, kut shall be delivered 

the party to whom such service or lal 
due. 
States, s 
thus 
strous functions and powers 
the sea-side, and, 
across the 


said those who interpreted the 


She c 


whom she could seize and fetter. 


reaching her hun 
Atlantic, sweep the wretched coast 
Africa and draw to herself the miseri 


upe 


them 
him? Shall 


ul 


uch 
on 


iaWw 


nid 


ouid 


are 


d fatt 
True, again, her name was not 
But see, slaves will runaway. 


black or white, does not love bondage; G 


; 


\ 


Deliveredup? By whom? BytheU 
A 


by this Constitution slavery assumed n 


! 
able b 
she cou d 


turn inland, and?if any of her panting, sweat 
bleeding victims escaped from her house of| 


age she. could demand the aid of the ¢ 
with all its power to return the fug 
clutch; and then she could ascend it 
of legislation to de mand new guaral 
lash with her ** se orpion’s s tail’’all whe 


herright or spoke of her with other thi 


obsequious respect. 
Such was slavery inand by the 
Such are now its provisions In reg ard 


rove 
ilive 
rt) 
}tLees 
Ig i 


ind 


‘ 
iit 


-onstl 


to 


that the time for her to carry on hercruet! 


slave trade has expired. 


Shall she keep her position? Or sha 
cast put as a@emon, and forever preven’ 


again entering the halls of justic e, the 


Congress, or the national domain? 


To determine more fully and clear! 
tion I propose to examine for a lit 
history of slavery in connection wit 
ernment; not to go into detail or par! 
but into great national, 
which may serve to show how caret 
used the power which she gained. by 


nition in the Cc onstitution, 
| 


And here I accuse her of divers and sun 
icniy d 


pus ret 


grievous misdoings for which she 


to die, aud for which now in the night 


butions of Providence she must suff 


Slavery is intrinsically aud by nature 
essati 


and encroaching. Her animus ne 
tile to freedom and free territory; 


as tran 


He 


y this 


ie W 


wy 


ier 


r. 


j 
ana 


yi 
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the framers of the Government had ap- 
i the territory of the United States to 
si of free States, no sooner Was sue in- 
Constitution, and Vermont was ad- 
State, than she looked about for 
» States, and Kentucky was born of Vir- 
ley the Constitution, a slave State. 


+“ To st 


a Tree 


eure the blessings of liberty,’’ says the 
was the Constitution ordained and es- 
od. How did slavery then pervert its end 
And to-day there is no State among the 
@ccding States so wedded to this institution 
slave State Kentucky. Halt- 
r patriotism, limping in her support of 
Government, divide d betwixt her love for the 
d her love for slavery, preferring to sac- 
er white sons to subdue rebellion rather 
ther slaves in the Army, she is & most 
holy spectacle, showing to the world how 
w this accursed weight could drag down the 
d State, how, torpedo-like, it could be- 
a its energies, paralyze its efforts, and divide 

nd arm ifs cluzens against themselves. 
L ok at these two States of Vermontand Ken- 
How nobly did the Green 
\i tineers ** march to the music and keep the 
f the Union!”? How cravenly and unpa- 
ily did the gallant Kentuckians mount the 
wm of neutrality, and leave the old flag to 
re and upheld by other hands! They have 
r to choose between patriots and rebels! 
Mr. President, why was it, and why is it so? 
Plainly and simply because Vermont had no 
Kentucky had* Amend the Consti- 
ce slavery impossible in Kentucky, she 
e more patriotic, and will in the end rest 
, quiet, and prosperous in the Union, and 

ve an untold rain. 

If allthe new States admitted after the forma- 
f the Constitution had been free States, sla- 
ry never could have increased as it has, nay, 
st rather have diminished, and we should have 
ed this cruel civil war. 
ion slavery ran a race with freedom to secure 
slave State as often as there was admitted a free 
Sate; yes, and more; for the first half century of 
Governmentsix free States were admitted and 


porn 


y in this struggle. 


 eeeel 
; 1 

] 
| 


n,ma 


ive States: Vermont in 1791; Ohio in 1802; | 


Indiana in 1816; Illinois in 1818; Maine in 1820; 
j gan in 1837; Kentucky in 1792; Tennessee 
1796; Louisiana in 1812; Mississippi in 1817; 
Yabama in 1819; Missouri in 1821; Arkansas in 
Is36; Florida in 1845; Texas in 1845. 
Mr. President, | would amend the Constitution 
( banish slavery from the United States for 
She has spread herself since the formation 
e Constitution over millions of square miles 
and among millions of people. She has excluded 
irom that territory free schools and those insti- 
ions of learning which are accessible to the 
ir, and thus kept the people in comparative 
rance. She has degraded labor and increased 
poverty and vice. She has reared an aristocracy 


She has denied 


1 


aid trampled down the masses. 


‘rights under the Constitution. She has shut 

‘othem the liberty of speech and the press. 
“uc has assaulted them, imprisoned them, lynched 

*m, eXpatriated them, murdered them, for no 
i’, but because they testified against her. She 
‘Sdebarred from that territory most of the im- 

ements which mark a free people. She has 
perverted Knowledge. She has opened in parts 
foreign slave trade, and obstructed the 
shmentof the kidnapper and the pirate. In 


er 


prov 


Nous business of raising hegroes for sale, and 
ig upon their increase. 
 ABe, destroyed the sanctity of marriage, and 
— and broken the domestic ties. She has 
we’ men, women, and children, robbed them, 
vat them, bruised and mangled them, burned 
* ONerwise murdered them. 


coe UEtS, and taken from tifem the 


7 — their oppressors. 
elier t 1e 


power to 
She has com- 
» “tem to submit in silence and labor in tears. 
aha their instruction, and mocked 
then a the pretense she was christianizing 
=e igh suffering, 
» le has devised arid set up the doctrine of State 
; ‘nation! that her people owed allegiance to 
‘s overnment, thus weakening their 
Heat to it and sapping its foundations. 


But under the Con- 


times in those States to citizens of other States | 


rts she has degraded the people to the in- 


She has practiced con- | 


To their cries | 
‘as turned a deaf ear, to their complaints shut | 


|| tion of slavery. 


She has claimed to nullify the acts of Congress 
and to yield obedience to those only which she 
chose to obey. 

She agreed toa div n of the nationat domain 
by the line of 36° 30’, abided by it till she had ap- 
propriated the part assigned to her, then abro- 
gated it, and filled Kansas with fraud, violence, 
and bloed to secure the rest. 

She stole into Texas, caused it to rebel arainst 
Mexico, and then erected it into a slave State in 
the Union, and made the nation pay the debts of 
the adventure. : 

She made war again on Mexico for more terri- 
tory; and when California, a part of the territory 
obtained by the war, asked to be admitted asa 
free State, she refused her assent until appeased 
vy new compromise s. 

She went into the court, and, 

* Squat like a toad,”’ 

she whispered into the ear of the Chief Magis- 
trate that the negro had no ‘rights which the 
white man was bound to re spect.”’ She caused the 
court to deny him the rights of a citizen, and, 
breaking down the old landmarks, drive him from 
the justice-hall a castaway without aid and with- 
out hope. Failing to elect a President agreeable 
to herself, she prepared to revolt. She sent as- 
sassins to murder the Chief Magistrate-elect on 
his way to the capital. She emptied the ‘Treas- 
ury; she sent away the Army and the Navy; 
she transferred arms from the North to the south- 
ern arsenals, and stole them when they reached 
there; she beleaguered and assaulted and cap- 
tured the fortifications of the United States; she 
threatened the capital; she burned bridges to ob- 
struct the arrival of succor; she shot down Union 
soldiers in the streets of Baltimore; she has set 
armies in the field, and she now seeks the nation’s 
life and the destruction of the Government. To 
this end she has waged this war of rebellion three 
long years, and will continue to wage it till sub- 
dued by superior force and arms. — 

Mr. President, this rebellion is slavery in arms; 
and slavery is the ward if not the child of the 
Constitution. Right well has the guardian dis- 
charged the trust. But the creature thus pro- 
tected and warmed into life has stolen to the 
bosom of its protector and aimed its dagger at the 
life of the Government. Sir, it is time this dis- 
astrous relation should cease. Let the letters of 
guardianship be revoked. Reviewing this his- 
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tory and recounting this catalogue of crimes, let | 


Senators, Mr. President, tell me if slavery should 
longer be tolerated in our Government. Should 
it not cease to exist? Should not the Constitu- 
tion be amended so as to entirely forbid and pro- 
hibit it? } ' 
suppose the wise framers of the Constitution 
would not have provided some means for its ex- 
tinction could they have anticipated the hideous 
proportions it would assume or the atrocities it 
would commit and the destruction it would 
threaten ? 

And here let no one tell me that it is already 
dead, for it isnotso. It is wounded, sick, and 
it may be of litile value, but it is not dead; it is 
vital in every part, and cannot but by annthila- 
tion die. It exists in Virginia, it exists in Ken- 
tucky, it exists all through the States where it 
formerly existed, unless it has been extirpated by 


r 


Nay, Sir, can any one for a moment | 


the action of one or two States—Arkansas, Vir- | 


vinia, possibly, and Louisiana; but itis not dead; 
and if you do not make a final finish of it it will 
rise again to torment and to punish you for the 
loss of this opportunity. 


I would not only, like the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts, smite it on every occasion, but, as the 
son of Jesse did to the giant of Gath, I would cut 
off its head with itsown sword. I would so fight 
this rebellion as to finish it, and 1 would make 
its future existence forever impossible by the 
adoption of the proposed amendment of the Con 
stitution. 

There is, Mr. President, an essential difference 
between the emancipation of slaves and the abo- 
lition of slavery. The act of Congress of the 
(7th July, 1862, set free certain classes of slaves. 
The President’s proclamation of January 1, 1563, 


| proclaimed freedom to those of certain districts. 


3oth were measures of emancipation. They con- 
cerned the persons of slaves, and not the institu- 
Whatever be their force and 


| extent, no one pretends they altered or abol- 


ished the laws of servitude in any of the slave 
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They rescued some of its vietims, but 
th left the institution 
The y let out some of the prisoners, did not 
tear down the hated | rison, ‘They mancipated, 
let go from the hand, but the y left 


they othe 


rwise untouche d, 


but 


the hand un- 
lopped, to clutch again such unfortunate creatures 
as it could lay hold upon. This amendment of 
the Constituuion is of wider scope and more 
searching operation. It goes des p into the soil, 
and upiurns the roots of this poisonous plant to 
dry and wither. [t notonly sets free the present 
slave, but it provides for the future, and makes 
slavery impossible so long as this provision shall 


remaina partofthe Constitution, Si 
ment will be most propitious, 


, this amend- 
On all the slave- 
accursed soil it shall plant new institutions of 
freedom, and a new or regenerated people shall 
rise up, with an undying, ever-strengthening 
fealty to that Government which has bestowed 

thing but benefits and blessings. 

isven to old Virginia, beat down the rebellion 

and make her a free State, prosperity would re- 

turn. Her people would learn to labor, and she 

would respect its dignity. Commerce would cover 

her bays and rlide into he r noble rive rs; products 

would fill her marts and luxuriant grains wave 

in all her fields. Withamildclimate,arich soil, 

abundant harbors, bays,rivers,and water-courses, 

with rich and undeveloped mineral resources, she 

would become the land of abundance, and on 

every hand would grow villages and towns, with 

schools and churches, and all the institutions of 
a higher civilization. 

But, sir, | am told that this is not the time for 
such an,amendment of the Constitution. Pray 
when, sir, will it come? Will it be when the 
President has issued more and more calls for two 
or three hundred thousand men of the country’s 
bravest and best? Will it be when more fath- 
ers and husbands and sons have fallen, and their 
graves are thicker by the banks of the rivers 
and streamlets and hillsides? Will it be when 
there are more scenes like this I hold inmy hand 
—an artist’s picture, a photograph of an actuality 
—of a quiet spot by the side of a river, with the 
moon shining upon the water, and a lonely sen- 
tinel keeping guard, and here in the open space 
the head-boards marking the burial-places of many 
a soldier boy, and an open grave to receive another 
inmate, and underneath the words, ‘*All quiet on 
the Potomac?”’? [Exhibiting a photograph to the 
Senate.] Will it be when such scenes of quiet 
are more numerous, not only along the Potomac 
but by the Rapidan, the Chickahominy, the Stone, 
the ‘l'ennessee, the Cumberland, the Big Black, 
and the Red? Sir, now, in nry judgment, is the 
time, and the fittingtime. Never until now could 
this amendment have been carried, and now L hope 
and believe itcan. ‘** Whom the gods would de- 
stroy they first make mad.”’ 

Maddened by its profits, its growth, and its 
strength, to preserve and perpetuate slave ry, to 
found an empire on its hateful basis, eleven of the 
slave States have revolted from and armed them- 
selves against this Government. In theory and 
law no State can secede from this Union. ‘They 
are bound in indissolable constitutional ties; but 
actually, and in fact, these States have broken 
away from the Union; the y are practically out of 
it; they take no part in it, and we have nocontrol 
over them, exc pe so far as we have taken and now 
hold the country by force of arms. They are 
revolted States. ‘There remains to us the right 
to compel them to submit, to reduce them under 
the sway of the Constitution and the laws, and 
we mean to doit. But what has been the effect 
of this revolt and separation on slavery? 

Slavery’s strongest and safest guarantees were 
in the Constitution, and its supporters were mad 
when they cast away and threw off those guaran- 
tees. Remaining in the Union, no one would 
probably hage moved for an amendment of the 
Constitution. Loyal to the Government, hostile 
armies would not have set free their slaves, nor 
laws now necessary and expedient have authorized 
their employment against their masters in arms. 

But now, sir, every free State will gladly, it 1s 
hope d and believed, vote for the propose d amend 
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ment. Most would rejoice to do it; while! um~ 
bers of the slave States, aghast at the miserics of 
secession and the horrors of this crue! « war, 
recognizing slavery as the cause of all this dis- 


: oak hint 
turbance and all these woes, would be among the 
foremost to sweep it forever away. 
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Now, sir, 1s the time to do it. And not only 


, but the necessity and the duty 
ot dome it are upon UB. We can have noT r- 


l ! w the time 


manent peace nor restored Union unul it is done. 

There are those whocry ** The Union as it was 
and the Constitution as itis!’’ But lam free and 
bold to confess that I am fora Union without sla- 


very, and an amended Constitution making it for- 


ever impossible. This revolt was to preserve 
slavery, and we shall fail of our whole duty if we 
do notremove the inciting cause. Torestore this 


Union with slavery in it when we have subdued 


the rebel armies, would be again to build your 
house on its smoking ruins when you had not put 
out the fire which burned it down. 

If the dire calamities now befalling us be the 
‘retributions of Providence upon a stupendous 
crime,’’ what mad folly to hug that crime, and 
seek to avoid its future punishment! Let my 
jut Pharaoh would notletthem go; 
and then came sufferings, and plagues, and thi 


ywonle go.”’ 
J pie rO. 


amiting of the first-born. Oh! how many of our 
first-born have been smitten and fallen. Let us 
be wise and heed the teaching. There isa Prov- 
idence in the greatevents now transpiring. ‘The 
people see the hand. It points the way. They 
are filled with hope and faith. They follow the 
pillar and the cloud, and will struggle and endure. 


I know, Mr. President, that the suppression of 


} 


the rebellion will necessarily wound and maim sla- 
very. I know that every victory over the rebels 
is a victory also over the cause of the rebellion, 
and I know, too, that the arming of the slaves 
will make the future enslaving of these men and 
their kindred well nigh impossible; but slavery 
will stid exist, not in much vigor or strength, but 
in the root and principle. This amendment will 
dig out the root and repudiate the principle. 

Mr, President, in a quiet church-yard, near his 
home, is the grave of a soldier who returned to 
die. At the head of his grave is a marble slab, 
and on it these few but expressive words, ‘* Mus- 
tered out.”’ Let both Houses of Congress, by a 
two-thirds vote, recommend this amendment abol- 
ishing slavery, and let three fourths of the States, 
burying slavery by their ratification, come and 
write its epitaph on the Constitution, ‘* Mustered 
out.’’ 


The soldie r was ** mustered out,’’ we trust, to 


enlist again in the shining cohorts in advance of 


earth’s extreme picket line, but let this be ‘* mus- | 


tered out’’ to go, like Judas, to its own place. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Suer- | 


MAN.) ‘The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Kentucky {[Mr. Davis] to the 
amendment reported by the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. I withdraw thatamendment, and 
offer this one which I now send to the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky as now mod- 
ified will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment to the amend- 
ment, which was to strike out all after the word 
‘*namely,’’in line eightof the committee’s amend- 
ment, and insert: 

No negro, or person whose mother or grandmother is or 
was a negro, shall be a citizen of the United States, or be 
eligible to any civil or military office, or to any place of 
trust or profit under the United States 

Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and taken with the following 
result: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Davis, Powell, Rid 
dle, and Saulsburv—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Chandler, Clark, Cowan, Dix 
on, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Harris, 
Henderson, Howard, Howe, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, 
McDougall, Morgan, Morrill, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, and 
Wilson—28. 

Mr. JOHNSON (when his name was called) 
voted ** yea;’’ but before the result was announced 
said: Tam not sure that | understood the propo- 
sition on which | voted in the affirmative. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It isa propo- | 


sition to strike out the amendment reported by 
the committee, and to insert the amendment of 
the Senator from Kentucky in lieu of it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I vote “nay.” 1 
thought it was an independent proposition, 

Mr. VAN WINKLE. I wish to state that 
my colleague (Mr. Witvey] has gone away, sup- 
posing that no vote would be taken this after- 
noon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER announced the 
voteyeas 6, nays 28; not a quorum voting. 


| 
| 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I move thatthe Sergeant- 
at-Arms be directed to request the attendance of 

psent Senators. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Thatis perfectly useless, 
let me suggest to the Senator, because they are |} 
not obliged tocome. Itisnow after four o’clock, 
and I move an adjournment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not think it is use- 
less, on the ground that the Senator from Maine 
suggests, that they are not oblige dtocome. Cer- 
tainly Senators will not wait to be compelled to 
be brought to the Senate when they are notified 
that we are without a quorum. I should think 
when they were so notified they would attend. 
At any rate, we might as well make the effort to 
secure their attendance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maine submits a motion to adjourn; it is not 
debatable. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. . I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I renew it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Michi- 
gan has hardly got the floor for that purpose, I 
think. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will not persist in the 


motion if there isan indisposition in the Senate to 





take measures to secure the presence of a quorum, 
but I think we ought to have an understanding 
that Senators shall stay here to transact the pub- 
lic business. If we be left every day without a 
quorum at this hour of the day, I do not know 
when we shall be able to get through. | 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The only understanding 
we can have is the understanding that gentlemen 
shall stay here until the Senate adjourns, and not 
roaway and leave us in thiscondition. We have 
no power to compel their attendance, and by the 
attempt to do so now we should only waste con- 
siderable time and thenadjourn. I think the only 
remedy is to call the yeas and nays, and let it 
appear on the record who are the absentees, who 
prevent the business of the Senate from being 
done, and then leave it to the sense of gentlemen 
at this period of the session whether they will 
remain or not. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I! desire to address the Sen- 
ate upon the constitutional amendment which is 
proposed. It is too late in the day now, and I 
am so situated that I shall be unable to do it to- 
morrow, because lam under an engagement in | 
the Supreme Court of the United States. I now | 
move that the Senate adjourn, intending, if the 
Senate will permit me, to address them on Satur- 
day, if they sit on Saturday, or on Monday. | 
move now that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


: cainaducanenniedienies | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuvukspay, March 31, 1864. 

The House metat twelve o’clock, m. Prayer by | 
the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuawnnine. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. | 
Mr. ELIOT asked leave of absence for Mr. 
Demine for ten days after to-morrow. 
Leave of absence was granted. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. SHANNON. I ask unanimous consent to 
report back from the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
a Senate bill (No. 80) having reference to Indian 
affairs in California, for the purpose of having || 
the same acted on now. |] 

The bill was read for information. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not desire to make any 
objection to this bill being acted on now, if an 
opportunity is had for obtaining the necessary 
information upon which the House canact. This 
is a Senate bill. I desire to submit to the gen- | 


| tleman from California some inquiries in refer- || 


ence to the system which now prevails in that 
State. This bill provides for the organization of 
the State of California into a single district for 
the purposes of Indian superintendency. It then 
proposes to subdivide the State into four such 
sub-superintendencies, and the appointment of a* 
superintendent for each one of those reservations; 
and fixes the salary of the general superintend- 
ent at $3,600 per annum, and that of the sub- 
superintendents at $1,800 per annum. I desire || 
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to know of the gentleman in what ma 

recion of country is now divided for + 

of the superintendence of Indian atluirs ‘ 

salaries now paid. M 
Mr. SHANNON. The State of Cot; ' 

now divided into two superintendencies ns ’ M 

are two superintendents in the State. " ' = 


ner 


four reservations, and the agents and as 
mentioned in the bill now fill those p! . 
salary provided in this bill, $1,800. ‘Ty 


poses to consolidate the two superinten: Pe 


com W 


\ 


into one, giving One superintendent t) 
all the Indian affairs of that State. ther, 
to the Government one salary of 83 60 
Therefore the Government will sav: 
of money; and the reorganization of thy 
system of Indian affairs cont mplated by - 
will save a great many thousand dollars S 
from that. It proposes to dispense wit 
ent reservations and locate them in 
part of the State, more conducive to { 
of the Indians as well as to that of the y 
ple. ‘Those reservations will sell for more, Vi 
than new lands will cost under the . 
the Land Office. Asa matter of fact 
to the interest of the General Governn 
thing pertaining to dian affairs. | 
Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentle: 
what is the present number of Indians y 
State, and to what extent this measur 
mended by either the Commissi ( 
Affairs or by the Se cretary of the Interior? \| 
Mr. SHANNON. LI[cannotinform 
man what the numberof Indians is. ‘J \f 
understand, meets the approbation of the ( 
missioner of Indian Affairs, and of the ¢ 
delegation, who know something abou 
fection and absurdity growing out of 


a 


system in California, as well as of a great M 
other places. . We propose a reformatior 
bill, and if it becomesa law it will by 
tion in this Government so far as thy 
money and the interests of the Indians 
cerned. I hope there will be no objecti 
No objection being made, the bill w iS} L 
ordered to be read a third time, read th 
time, and passed. MI 
Mr. SHANNON moved to reconsider the 1 y 
last taken; and also moved to lay the mot \I 
reconsider on the table. M 
The latter motion was agreed to. the ( 


JULIA A. AMES. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. | 


unanimous consent to report back from the ¢ M 
mittee on Invalid Pensionsa bill (H. R.N 
for the relief of Julia A. Ames, widow of J 


E. Ames, late sergeantof the sixth regiment M M 

sachusetts volunteers, who died of injuries 

ceived in Baltimore on the 19th of April, 1>6] few 
The bill, which was read for information, ( f 

rects the Secretary of the Interior t 

name of Julia A. Ames, widow of Jolin E, Ames, Post 

upon the pension roll at the rate of eight doliars tw 


per month from April 19, 1861, to continue ¢ 
her widowhood. 

Mr. HARRINGTON. I would ask theg 
tleman whether the reason for reporting U 
is because it is a special case, and becaus 
sergeant was not mustered in? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. As! 


law now is, there 1s no way to cover this cas 


except by a special law. This is the only ca shov 
of the kind we have acted on. fact 
Mr. HARRINGTON. I have no objectiol of } 
then to the bill. now 
No objection being made, the bill was repor'™’ cess 
back, ordered to be engrossed and read a Wir New 
time; and being engrossed, it was according’) mere 
read the third time, and passed. “ 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, mov" Mr 
to reconsider the vote last taken; and also move we 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the tabi A 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
RAILROAD TO NEW YORK. Detit 
The SPEAKER. The business next in ore? 18 ins 
is the consideration of House bill No. 30:," i : - 
clare certain roads military roads and post _ : h 
|| and to regulate commerce; on which th st oe 
| man from Ohio [Mr.Garrrevp] ts entutice © route 
floor. at oe ns 
Mr. STEVENS. I wish the gentleman [0° ee 
hors 


Ohio would let that bill go over, and let us 6°" 
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ue curing 
r the g 
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cause We 


Iso moves 
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tavie 


xt in order 
307, to ee 
post roads 


the ge! 
itled tot 


eman from 
et us go 08 


renew bill at once and finish it. This bill 
wme up neXt in order. 
Vy. GARFIELD. Does that meet the views 
/ vontieman who reported the bill? 
\r. DEMING. I have no objection to it, 
Mr. STEVENS. l will move, then, that the 
en into Committee of the Whole on the 
fthe Union. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I do not quite understand 
eentleman desires to do, 
wr STEVENS. Togointo Committee of th: 
WI 1) the state of the Union on the currency 
This bill willeome up afterwards. 
Vir. GARFIELD. I would ask the Char when 
i eome up? 
1 » SPEAKER. The Chair would answer the 
man from Ohio that if the currency bill 
1 finished in Committee of the Whole on 
state of the Union to-day and the House should 
ule the voting upon it to-day, this bill will 
mm di itely afterwards, If not, it will 
me iy on Saturd Ly morning. 
Mr. ALLEY. | would like to inquire whether, 


ee 


s arrangement is carried into effect, it will 
terfere with other committees reporting? If 
| «} obreect. 


The SPEAKER. It depends entirely upon the 
teman from Ohio, [Mr. Garrietp.] If he 
4 nders the floor, the gentleman from Penn- 
vania has a right to move to zo into Commit- 
Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. STEVENS. 1 withdraw the motion, as 
| rstund the gentleman desires to go on now. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I have no personal desire 
matter; but that seems to be the wish of 
friends of the measure. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Mr. STEVENS. I desire to ask leave of ab- 
for my friend, Mr. Hupsarp, of Connec- 
ticut, for one week after to-morrow. He isalit- 
ubtful about going away without leave of 
e after what transpired on Friday last. 
Laughter. ] 
Leave of absence was cranted. 
RECIPROCITY TREATY. 
Mr. WARD. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
vive way to me for a moment. 
Mr.GARFIELD. I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. WARD. I desire to make a report from 
the Committee on Commerce in relation to the 
procity treaty, with a view to have the joint 
resolution and report printed and postponed for 
some two or three weeks. 


Mr. ALLEY. . I object. 
RAILROAD TO NEW YORK—AGAIN. 


Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. Speaker, when this 
subject was last before the House, I submitted a 
lew remarks, but the morning hour expired be- 
fore lconeluded. I then undertook to show by 
th reports of the Quartermaster General and the 
I stmaster General that our communications be- 
tween this city and the city of New York were 
notoriously insufficient for the wants of the Gov- 

nment and the general public. That statement 
was demonstrated by quotations from official re- 
’. I then made the point that if any State 
hibited the construction of more than one line 
‘communication, and that line was not sufficient 


. ] 
for all ti 


Ul the business required, it was pro tanto an 
inuibition of transportation across that State. I 
oa d, 1 think, conclusively, that such was the 
cl in regard to transportation across the State 
New Jersey, and that the prohibition which 
/OW eXists Is, in fact, a refusal to grant the ne- 
sary rights of transit across the territory of 


or 


- 

Ney Mane. au o > ; 

aoe Jersey, and a direct interference with com- 

“Ly between the States. 

, know that the gentleman who preceded me, 
‘, BROOMALL,] made the point that while he 


. ina favor of an ‘air line’’ or direct route across 
wate of New Jersey, he was not in favor of 
“bow line” or circuitous route. I answer, 
» ‘i route is a circuitous one, it cannot be com- | 
. 


P aioe transportation by the usual route 
wie eek = - If youallow that itis insufficient, 
rather 1 permit the use of the circuitous route 
oy st ah cripple the commerce of the country ? 
whic road is competitive, because the old 
wishiieveel ae Sufficient. The Government has 
past ‘season Hd the “tlbow route”’ during the 
Orses ail jog 5394 United States troops, 620 

* Scar loads of baggage for the troops 


thus transported. The roadisacompetitive route, 


and a New Jersey court has so decided. Why 
competitive? Because in railroad traveling time 


iS a More important element than distance, and 
the running time Of the new road between Phila- 


delphia and New York is ten minutes less than 


that of the Camden and Amboy between the same 
places. It is true, the distance is twenty-three 


ars ‘ly settled 
country through which it passes, there are fewer 


miles greater, yet because of the sy 





stopping places, fewer hinderanees to travel, and 
hence itis a quicker route. It does its business 
more rapidly and promptly than the Camden and 
Amboy. 

The monopoly complains because greater facil- 
ities have been afforded to the American people. 
The road itself has furnished testimony of its in- 
abilitygto meet all the demands of commerce. In 
a document which its directors have circulated 
among the members of this House they attempt 
to show that they have filled all orders promptly 
and thoroughly. One of their own witnesses, a 
captain in the Army, says: 

“Tn answer tothe several interrogations contained in 
the pencil memorandum which you handed me yesterday 
I have to state as follows, namely: 

*Pourth interrogation.—* Camden and Amboy railroad 
could have carried more tro ps atany time than were of 
fered.” | have vo means of Knowing how many troops 
could have been carried if the whole facilities of that road 
had been given tothe Government; but the demands at 
times have been very heavy, probably more than any one 
road in this Or any other country « 


th uuld have met without 
considerable delay. Tro 


ps have been often sentby steam 
ers to Washington to relieve the railroads. 
*D. STIMSON, 
** Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.”’ 

I wish to ask this House who it is that com- 
plains of these increased facilities, who comes 
into court and claims to be aggrieved? Itis the 
Camden and Amboy railroad, and none other. 

I hold in my hand a book which ought to be 
called the Register of Greatness and Official Dig- 
nitaries, or rather the Blue Book of the State of 
New Jersey. 


j [tis a collection of the re ports ot 
the Camden and Amboy monopoly from the form- 
ation of the company to the present time, and I 
venture to say that such another book cannot be 
found in America as this. The monopoly has 
taken New Jersey under its protection. It praises, 
admonishes, or censures New Jersey according 
as she follows or disregards the standard of the 
Camden and Amboy monopoly theory of polit- 
ical economy. I venture to say a parallel cannot 
be found in the history of the Republic to the 
records of this book. I will read a few passages. 
In 1846 the monopoly issued an address to the 
people of New Jersey. It tells them that New 
Jersey is vastly superior to her sister States in 
the management of public concerns; it goes on 
to say that Pennsylvania and New York have 


foolishly expended money in building public im- 


provements and developing their material wealth, 
and then concludes with an air of triumph, as 
follows: 

“¢ New Jersey has no coal lands or salt springs to be con 
verted into monopolies; but she has a most enviable geo- 
graphical position in the Union, which it is her duty to 
improve for the benefit of her citizens. She has done so 
in the manner deemed most advisable and profitable ; and 


has reason to be proud of the wisdom which dictated her |} 


policy.” 

She has ‘* improved her geographical position”’ by 
creating a sweeping monopoly and taxing all 
freight and passengers between the great com- 
mercial cities of Pennsylvania and New York. 
The monopoly congratulates New Jersey on her 
cunning device to raise taxes without cost to her- 
self, 

This monopoly is sometimes as ‘* ’umble”’ as 
Uriah Heep, and at others as proud as Lucifer. 
When it wants favors from the Legislature of 
New Jersey it is very humble, but when the State 
wanted favors from it, it has been exceedingly 
haughty. In 1860 the monopoly came before the 
country for a loan of $6,000,000. ‘To secure this 
on reasonable terms it became necessary to ex- 
hibit the resources of the company. I willreada 
passage from another of the company’s proclama- 
tions to the people of New Jersey. 

Let it be remembered that this monopoly tells 
the people of New Jersey that it relies chiefly 
on New York and Philadelphia for the money it 
makes. Now, what has this company dete? It 
exhibits its condition as follows: 


‘1. The peculiar advantage of their geographical po 
sition. 2. The extent and number of railway lines now 
belonging to the joint companies compared with their sin- 
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line of sixty-one miles in [834. 8 The revenues of the 
companies now compared with the estimate of probable 
revenue in the intane 


vy of their ent rprise 
‘The cities of New York mid Philadelphia, which are 
connected together by our canal 


; wid railways, are still in 
advance 


MW all other cities in the United States in wealth, 
population, and commercial advantages. It has been upon 
their growth and prosperity that we have chiefly relied tor 
revenue and its progr@ssive increase. This reliance has 
not been indulged unwisely.”’ * * * * 

** Tn 1834 the net income of the company was $450,000. 
By reference to the annual sworn re port of the State di 
rectors, made in January, 1560, to the Legislature of New 
Jersey, it will be seen that the net income of the Camden 
and Amboy Railroad Company trom their different through 
iines of railway was S911,.242, and that of the canal com 
pany was $335,129; in all, $1,246,371; being nearly three 
times greater in amount than the original estimates of in 
come in 1834.”" e ® 

* The population of the United States doubles in a litte 
over twenty-three years, and that of the citiesof New York 
and Philadelphia in about eighteen years; but the revenues 
of the jot companies tncrease in a ratio exceeding that 
of the increase of the population of New York and Phila 
delphia; and when in twenty-five years New York and 
Philadelphia may each contain two million peopte and the 
United States sixty million, the annual revenues of the 
joint companies may be safely estimated at 85,000,000, 

** It is no exaggeration to say that there is not on the 
continent of North America any railway oreanal franchise 
so valuable as that of the joint companies, They possess 
Lcapacious canal, itself worth more this day than the whole 
amount which We propose to borrow upon the security of 
the united companies. 


* 


* * . * * 


“They are proprietors likewise of one entire through line, 
and of two thirds of a second line of railway connecting two 
great cities, the commercial emporiums of the western 
world. They have a controlling property also in a line of 
railway, more than one hundred miles in extent, reac hing 
into the coal and iron fields of Pennsylvania, the products 
of which annually augment with the unbounded demand 
which is ever in advance of their supply. 

“The interest of the State of New Jersey is identified 
with that of the joint companies as we have said before, 
and she is relieved from the necessity of imposing any State 
tax by the ample revenue which she derives from the com 
panies. 

* New Jersey is distinguished for the conservative char 
acter of her people and hertegislation; and when her citi 
zens have invested their capital in works designed for the 
public benefit, she has always refused to impair the valine 
of a franchise devoted to such objeets by the creation of a 
rival. Efforts indeed have within the pastthirty years been 
sometimes made to induce the Legislature of New Jersey 
to grant charters tor rival railroads, but invariably without 
suceess, What could not be done when,in the infancy of 
the companies, the revenuctot the State derived from them 
was small, need excite no apprehensions now, when the 
whole expeuse of the State governmentis provided for from 
the income furnished by the business of our railroads and 
eanal.”’ 


There is a list of seventeen names appended to 
this official report of the company, and it em- 
braces a large share of the leading politicians of 
New Jersey. The road toglory in that Sta 
pears to be a railroad. 





sap- 
Were [ acitizen of ll 
Jersey and desirous of advancement among my 
fellow-citizens, [ would pray all my friends to 
get me appointed brakeman or baggage-master, 
and I might then hope to be promoted to Con- 
gress, and ultimately become a director of the 
company that controls New Jersey. 

Was there ever anything so barefaced? The 
monopoly comes here boasting of wealth unpre- 
cedented, of rightsand franchises unprecedented, 
and that it draws fts chief wealth from citizens 
outside of New Jersey, because that State has a 


geographical position which enables her to make 


money out of the cities of other States. And this 
is the party which comes here and asks us to for- 
bid the Raritan road to exercise the right of trans- 
portation between New York and Philadelphia! 

How have they managed their matters and 
made their money? The charter of their road 
prohibited them from charging more than three 
doll irs passenge r fare between Philadelphia and 
New York, and yet from the year 1835 to 1849 
they charged four dollars in the face of the law. 





In 1842, however, the Legislature of New Jersey ° 


determined that one half of all the company 
charged above three dollars should be paid into 
the treasury of New Jersey; in other words, they 
said to this company, *‘ If you will steal give us 
one half the stealings; we really cannot help your 
doing it, but if you are bound to do it, give us one 
half the proceeds.’’ But they never did even that. 

I will call the attention of the House to another 
fact. This line of roads between New York and 
Philadelphia is ninety miles long, and the pas- 
senger fare is now threedollars. I desire to com- 
pare this with some other rates of fare as ! find 
them lately quoted in a daily journal: Camden 
and Amboy to Philadelphia, 90 miles, $3; Hud- 
son river to Rhinebeck, 91 miles, $1 80; Harlem 
to Albany, 154 miles, $3; Erie to Port Jervis 57 
miles, $2 10; Lackawanna to Stroudsburg, 90 


i 
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aft 


Haven and Hartford to Mer- 


New Haven and New Lon- 


miles, 42 55; New 
iden, 94 


3, $2 34; 





don to Guilford, 94 miles, $2 35. All the routes 
ive one are longer than the Camden and Amboy, 
and some of them charge but a little more than 


halfas much. The road from Harlem to Albany 
hundred and fifty-four miles long and 
just three dollars, while this New Jersey 


same for ninety mi les. 


d all the common laws of whole- 
and retail trade. It is generally und rstood 
thatif I buy a pound of coffee 
pro rata than if I buy a thousand pounds. 
youtravelone milein N 


is one 
cnarvee 
' charge s the 
The y have violat 


monopoly 


it costs me more 


ew Ji rsey youare charge d 


less per mil than if you travel ninety miles. ‘Phe 
local rat within the limits of the State are not 
half so rreatas the through rates from New York 
to Philadelphia or from Philadelphia to New 
York. Itis by this kind of outrageous violation 

li the laws of trade that New Ji rsey has made 


her m ney oul of this country. 

Now what does this monopoly ask that this 
new road which has opened its route and has been 
transporung United States troops shalldo? Here 
is the prayer they made before the chancellor of 
New Jersey: 

‘My first point was that the road 
tieirown adnuil ion, tor the 
munitions ot war 
and sufficient exe 
Secretary of War 


had been used, by 
transportation of soldiers and 
; the fact that they allege as an 
use is that this was done by order of the 

I insist that, no matter by whose order 


‘ iple 
Lm 


it was done, it was a transportation of passenger and freight 
by railway across the State and between the cities in every 
sense of the words.”’ e . . ” “By which 
New Jersey is robbed of her tax of ten cents on each pas 
senger.? = * * ° . ‘]T say it is no detense 
whatever if they have succeeded in obtaining an order ot 
the Secretary of War when we call upon them to give us 
the money they made by it; and thatis one of our calls 


They have no right to get 
New Jersey ofthe right 


State of 


pted 


an order to deprive the 
if transit duty, whichis her ad 


policy 

In other words, this 
reaches into the 
States and 


gigantic monopoly that 
heart of Pennsylvania and other 
draws its life-blood from them 
new road which has served the 
Government in the trans tion of troops and 
ions of war should pay over to thi 
oly whatit has received from the G 
for those services, 
W hat answer did thechancellor of New J 
make to that demand of the 
here. He 


Rarit 


de- 
mands that this 
porta 
munit monor- 


sVernment 


rsey 
monopoly? | have 
decided, in the first piace, 
that the in road was a legal structure from 
Camden to Port Monmouth—from the western to 
the eastern line of the State. In the next place, 
he decided that no passengers or freight could 
be taken over that route from Philadelphia to 
New York. What kind ofa decision is that? Is 
not New Jersey thus legislating for New York 
and Philadelp hhia? New Jerse y saysthat a man 
may go by this route from one bor« ler of the State 
to the othe r, but he cannot go beyond her bor- 
der. Didany one ever hear of such a decision? 
The road is a legal one, but no man can pass over 
itand go outside of the State because he will not 
pay the State the revenue which she derives from 
stablished arrangements! ‘That is the de- 
cision of New Jersey; and if it is not legislation 
for New York and Pennsylvania, there can be 


his answet 





he re 


such thing as interference with the legislation ‘of 


other States. Under the chancellor’s decision, the 
Raritan company has been compelled to instruct 
its agents to sell no tickets toany one unless they 
know of their own knowledge that the party pur- 
chasing is not going through the State. The re- 
sult is to de Stroy at least one third of the local 
business; but the company is compelled to do it 
to save itself from further injune tion. 

{ ask again, what rights have we on this sub- 
ject? Why does matter come here? Be- 
cause, in obeying the orders of the Secretary of 
War in transporting troops and munitions of war, 
this road has been wronged; 


; and it comes to the 
Congress of the nation for redress. The Mili- 
tary Committee 


has recommended that it shall 
have redress. I believe no gentleman ne re will 
deny that Congress has ample power to establish 
militar y roads, to establish post roads, to ) prote ct 
and preserve the Government, and feed its armies. 
But there is another power which should not be 
overlooked. I mean the power to regulate com- 
merce between the States. That power has been 
declared over and over avain by the courts to re- 
« exclusively in the ¢ the United 
‘s, and not in the Legislature of any State. 
It was so decided in Gibson vs. Ogde n,9 W heat- 


this 


‘ongress of 


THE 


But if 


CONGRESS 


on, and in the Pas 


SION 


senger cases, 7 Howard, and 
the Wheeling bridge case, 18 Howard. Itis 
which has been so fre qui ntly made 
that no aE ntleman of any les ga il learn Ing vill risk 
his reputation by a denial of it. 
But, Mr. Speake r, we have something more 
than the statement of the right. We have 
the admission of the State of New Jersey that 
Congress has this right; and pane person orany 
power on ea rth comes in to deny it, New Jersey 
is the power thathas no right to make that denial. 
I call your attention for a moment to a law of New 
Jersey pas sed February 4, 1831. In the sixth 
section of that act she says: 


] 
aA uccision 


mere 


“Sec. 6. Be itenacted, That vwehen any other railroad or 
roads for the transportation of passengers and property be 
tween New York and Philadelphia across this State shall 
be constructed and used for that purpose under or by virtue 
of any law of this State or the United States authorizing 
or recognizing said road, that then and in that case the said 
dividends shall be no longer payable to the State, and the 
said sto be retransterred to the company by the treas 
urer of this State.”’ 


Kshall 


This law required the aceeptance of the com- 
pany to make it valid, and the company did ac- 
ceptit. A solemn compact—New Jersey is ad- 


dicted to the use of that word—was thus made 
between New Sureny and the company, that when 
Congress shall see fit to authorize and establish 
a road, or to recognize one already establrshed, 
the Camden and Amboy Company shall lose its 
special monopoly privileges. T here the parties 
not only admi tthe possibility that Congress may 
do it, but the y engage in a solemn compact in 
which that very action of Congress is ncondition. 
And that, sir, is the thing I desire Congress now 
todo. When Congress uses that power the mo- 
nopoly will be dead forever. 

Not only so. New Jersey took another step 
direction in _— She extended the 
charter ten years. The law by which 
extended is preface ‘d by the most extraor- 
dinary preamble I haveeverseen. [tis instructive: 


in the same 
m< ynopoly 
it 18 


* Whereas the Legislature of New 
to the Amboy Railroad C 
exclusive privileges, in consideration ot,’? &c., &e. * 
. . . “And whereas the extinguishment of these 
privileges is a matter of great public importance: There- 


Jersey has granted 


Camden and ompany special and 


‘ Be it enacted,” &c. 


Mark that! The extinguishment of these privi- 
leges is a mark of public improvement; therefore 
we extend this monopoly for ten years! I do not 
very much admire the logic of this law, but I do 
ve the preamble exceedingly. It acknowl- 
by the voice of New Jerse y that it is a 
matter of public concern that this exclusive privi- 
lege shall be extineuished. 

I hope Congress will listen to this desire of New 
Jersey, and help her out of the diffieulty by the 
extinguishment of these special privileges. 

My time is nearly exhausted, but [ must hasten 
toanothermatter. Since this bill has been before 
us, and since I last had the honor to address the 
House, we have heard from the Governor and the 
Legislature of New Jersey in regard to this bill. 
| ask the indulge nee of the House while ] re ad 
some a ns of the proclamation of his Excel- 
lency the * New Jersey: 

** In the consideration of this question two inquiries nat 
urally arise: First, would the proposed action of Congress, 
if consummated, affect the pecuniary interests of this State ? 


Secondly, and chiefly, would such action infring ge upon the 
sovereignty of the State?” . * S 


e dee 8 


Govervor of 


‘It is for you to inquire whether the proposed action of 


Congress would affect the inter 


ies de 


‘stof the State in the stock, 
dividends, or transit duti rived from said companies. 

**Butthe pecuniary interest of the State is of little im- 
portance in comparison with the principle involved, and I 
therefore direct your attention particularly to the second 
inquiry, before mentioned. New Jersey is a sovereign State, 
and it is our duty, by every lawful means, to protect and 
detend her sovereignty, and to transmit unimpaired to pos- 
terity all her rights as they Were received by her from our 
fathers. In the exercise of her rightful powers she may 
build, maintain, and manage lines of public travel within 
her territory, and she may grant to others the right to con- 
tract works under such regulations and upon such condi- 
tions as she may see fit to impose. When the States en- 
tered into the national compact they yielded to the General 
Government the right to establish post roads for the con- 
veyance of mails, and power to construct military roads in 
time of war, for the purpose of transportation of troops ; 
but even these roads must be operated by the Government, 
and not through the agency or for the benefit of private cor 
porations. A law of Congress to exceed the powers granted 
by the States intringes upon the reserved rights, and de 
tracts @rom the State Legislatures a portion of their right 
ful authority.”’ - , ' * . e 

** Let it be distinctly understood by those who would in 
flict an indignity upon our State, that while New Jersey 
will comply with every legal obligation and will respect and 
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protect the rights of all, she 
ment of her rights witl 
to prevent it. 

Mr. Speaker, this 


lifts ox 


porations and monopolies to thy 


national question; | might 


tion of loyalty or disloyalty. 





net pe 
Ing toe 

IO] 
ir su 


AiMOost ¢ 


I have 


in regard to the language of this pro: 


if his Excellency had consi 


resolutions of 1833 he woul! 


stated much more ably and 
upon the Legislature of N 


whether this bill will take away 


nue of the State, and how 
ereign rights of New Jersey 
is a sovereign State. \ 
Mr. Coleridge somewhere 
nitions have done more ha 
plague and famine and war. 
that no man will ever be al 


evilsthat have resulted to this nation from t| 


> and * soy 
What is this thing called * State sovereje 
was ever 


of the words ‘*‘ sovereign’ 


Nothing more false 


I pause 


ilted C 

ld have jit 
elegantly. 
ew Jersey 


any 
it will aff 
- Hesay 


there for 


> Fuli } 


Ni 


says that ab 
rm in the w 


1 
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L bx ileve jt, 


yle to chron! 
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uttered in t 


of legislation than that any State of this U 


sovereign. 


of **sovereignty.’’ Speaki 
of nations, 

However they 
sist, there is and must be in allo 
ible, absolute, uncontrolled aut 
summi imperit or rights of sover« 


Blackstone says: 


ction of t 
ng of the 


S( 


t them a supre 


hority in wi 
ignty resid 


Consult the elementary text- 
law and refresh your recolle 


\ 
y 


began, by what right soever 1 


Do ie se elements belong to any Stat 


Repub a ? 
war. san New : rsey dec] 
right 2 conclude peace €; 
clude peace? A tas ienty 
money. If the Legislature 
authorize and command on 
a half dollar, that man if | 


should be of solid silver, w 


a felon’s cell for the crime 
coin of the real sovereign. 
richt to make treaties with 


iare Wary 


an New J 


has the: 


of New Jk a 


Sovereignty has the right t 


y 


s 
eof its LIZ 
1e made it, 
ould ) 
of counterter 
A soverei 
foreign nat 


New Jersey the right to make treati 


are fightingin our Army. 





They are ! 
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j 


eignty is c lothed with the right to reg 
merce with foreign States. New Jersey 
such right. Sovereignty has the ¢ 
ships in commission upon the high seas. § 
a ship set sail under the authority of New] 
it would be seized as‘a smuggler, forfei 
sold. Sovereignty has a flag. But, thank G 
New Jersey has no flag; Ohio has no fl 
loyal State fights under the ** lone star, 
‘*rattlesnake,’’ or the ‘palmetto tree.”” No 
State of this Union has any flagut ** 1 
of beauty and glory,’’ the flag of the U 
These are the indispe nsable elements of 
eignty. New Jersey has not one of then 
term cannot be applied to the separate 5 
only in a very limited and restricted sens 
ferring mainly to municipal and poli 
tions. ‘The rights of the States should 
ously guarded and defended. But to 
sovereignty in its full sense and m 
to the States, is nothing better than ra 
son. Look again at this doc ument f u 
ernor of New Jersey. He tells y 
States entered into the ** national compact. 
tional compact! IT had supposed that G 
ernor of a loyal State would para de t 
of nullification and secession which w 
and buried by Webster on the 16th f i 
1833. There was no such thing as a s0\ 
State making a compact called a ¢ 
The very language of the Constitution i 

| $6 We, the people of the Unite d States, d 
and e stablish this Constitution.’? The 
not make ac ompact to be broken w li y 
please od, but the people ordained and 
theC onstitution ofa sovereign Repub! 
be to any corporation or State that raises its 
against the majesty and power of this 
tion. 

This proclamation closes with a deter 

to resist this legislation of Congress. L 
is another reason why | eek this C S 
ercise its right to rebuke this resurrecicd $ 
nullification. The gentleman from Pennsy 
{Mr. Broomaxz] tells us that New Jerse) 
loyal State, and her citizens are 1) Cie AMM) 
am proud of all the citizens of New Jer 


\ 
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vy. but for the Union, and when it 
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| ldo not believe those men wWilii 
Camden and Amboy monopoly. 
- have been enlarged, and there are 
 ( f Ne WwW Jersey in the Army and at 
re groaning under this tyrannical mo- 
ey come up here andask us to st rike 
kl e that bind them, and I hold it to 
ht and duty of this body to ie 
rs, and let ae ro free. 
s has done this before. They did itin 
f the Wheeling bridge across the Ohio. 
stil stronger case. A corporation 
.Ohto river at Steubenville undera 
ted by the State of Virginia, but with 
s anne nde d W hich could not be fulfilled. 
yration came to Congress and asked that 
loo might be declared a legal structure and 
st road. By solemn law Congress de- 
1 and declare dit to be a post road; and 


tothe contrary should interfere with it. (See 
yolume United States Statutes at Large.) 


ve used this power of interfering hith- 
we have never before been called upon 


-oreise it in any case so deserving as that 


— 


: eave rise to this bill. 

PENDLETON obtained the floor. 
STEVENS. As the gentleman from Ohio 

t make his remarks before the morning hour 
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af 
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\W 
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than curr 
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that motion. 


. | yield to the gentleman 


COLONELS COMMANDING BRIGADES. 


SPE AKE R om before the House acom- 
om the Secretary of War, transmit- 
if the number and names of colonels 
United States Army commanding brigades 
‘ gn ook - time such colonels severally 
en so imanding; which was laid upon 
e, an | ordered to be printed. 
NATIONAL CURRENCY. 
STEVENS. I now move that ba rules 
d, and the House resolve itself into 
of the Whole on the state of the 
» special order. 
motion was acreed to. 
rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
esolved itself into the Committee of the 
ate of the Union, (Mr. Rouurns, 
w Hampshire, in the chair,) and resumed 
sideration, as a special order, of the bill 
ft. No. 333) to provide a national currency 
d by a pledge of United States stocks, 
rovide for the circulation and redemption 





CHAIRMAN stated that the committee 
er consideration when last in session the 
h section of the bill, and that the pending 
in, When the committee rose last evening, 
the amendment offered by Mr. Beaman 


+ +} 


out the following clause: 


/ 


aivreater rate of interest than seven percent. 
n has been paid, the person or pet ons paying the 


vir legal representatives, nay reeover back, inan 
debt, twice the amount of the interest thus paid 
€ association taking or receiving the same: Pro 
Hat said action is commenced within two years 


mie the usurious transaction occurred. 
mendment was disagreed to. 
STEVENS. I move to strike out the 
of the thirtieth section as it now stands 
u,and toimsertin lieu thereof the f 


And beit further ena 


lowing: 
ted, That every association 
» Feecive, reserve, and charge on any loan Or dis 
upon any note, bill of exchange, or other 
(debt, iuterest ata rate not exceeding seven per 
Hum; and such interest inay be taken in ad 
ung the days for which the note, bill, or other 
debt has to run. And the knowingly taking, 
x, erving, Or charging a rate of interest greater 
oresaid, shall be held and adjudged a forteiture 
rest Which the note, bill, or other evidence 

* Wil it, or which has been agreed to be paid 


And in case a greater rate of interest has been 
nei 


' sun or persous paying the same, or their le wi al 
ives, may recover back. in an action of de ‘Dt. 
n: amount of the interest thus paid, from the asso 


sing of receiving the same: Provided, That said 
oe eee d within two years from the time the 
‘s transaction occurred. Butthe purchase, discount, 
ikon fide bill of exe bange, payable at anothe r place 
pPltee of such purchase, discount, or sale, at not 
: nitrates of exchange forsight drafts, in ad 
|. taterest, shall not be considered as taking or 
+“ greater rate of interest. 


THE CONGRE: 


» of the State of Virginia or of the State of 


s. | suggest that we go into Committee of 


SSLION AL 


I rise to apointof order. | 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


und rstand the substituts offered by the rentieman 
1 Pennsylvania to be in the exact language of 





the aalelaal section of the bill which 
has at ne pe 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point-of order. The language of the substitute is 
different. 

Mr. HOLMAN, J understood it to be ex- 
actly the same. 

Mr. STEVENS. I desire to say that th 


a wide difference between the section as it now 


re is 


stands and the substitute which | offer. The see 


tion as originally reported made the rate of inter- 
est absolute at seven per cent. The amendment 
now oft red so modifies tt as to allow the banks 
to take a less interest than seven per cent., but not 
a larger, so that if they choose to conform to the 
State banks and take below seven per cent., they 
are allowed to do so. There are also some other 
changes as to bills drawn on sight. 

The section asit now stands as amended by the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Biatne] conforms 
the rate of interest in each State to the rate fixed 
by the State law. In Maine it is six per cent.; 
in lowa, | believe, it is ten; in Illinois it is ten: I 
do not know what it is in California; I am told 
they get two per cent. a month, or perhaps ten 
per cent. a month, 

Mr. COLE, of California. Forme rly it used 
to be ten percent. a month, now itis two per cent. 
amontn. 

Mr. STEVE NS. Then they have greatly im- 
proved, ‘This bill does not prevent individuals 


or private banks from loaning money 


atany rate 
they can get, butit designs to cut off from the 
national system the privilege to take more — 
seven per cent Six per cent, 1s the legal r n 
Pennsylvania; seven per cent. in New York. 
This amendment proposes to r duce them to the 
same rate, so as to produce congruity; that 1s to 
say, they may take seven per cent., but notabove 
that; and if they choose to conform to the State 
law and take six per cent., nobody will object, 
and theconstituents of the gentleman from Maine 
who do not choose to give 
to the banks 
their money t 


ven per cent. will go 
that loan at six per cent. and get 
here. ‘There isno part of this law 
which compels men to deal with these institu- 
tions; but when they do deal with them they are 
to deal upon uniform principles. It was first 
amen ee on the motion of the gentleman from 
Maine,{Mr. Biaine.] Thatleftitopen. Then it 
was ame »nded by the more proper amendment of 
my friend from indiana, {[Mr. Houman,] which 
provided for inflicting penalties upon any person 
that loaned-mone yata rate above six per cent. 
Iam not aware whether that satisfied the gcentle- 
man who has Ffaised this difficulty by enlarging 
the rate, or not. 

As the bill now stands, you can loan it at six 
per cent., but nothing more; for when you go be- 
yond thatit inflicts these penalties. The bill al- 
lows those who deal with the national banks to 
make the best bargain that the y can. It allows 
the banks to charge seven per cent. without any 
penalty. Ido not think ther anybody in this 
House who can hesitate to prefer the present sub- 
stitute for the section as it now stands. If there 
is any they will vote for it. 

I trust that those who are in favor of this sys- 
tem at all will consider this a test question. ‘The 
committee are Wi rto make it a test question, 
If this section is to be mangled, of course the bill 
is vse ss; and Il hope that the House will vote 
underst ne upon this matter. 

Mr. BL abs NE Mr. Chairman, it is a great 
nriviles t t the amendment of tbe gentieman 
from p nusylvania [Mr. Stevens] leaves to thi 





+} 


the 
{ 3, that the 


customers of the bank banks shall have 
the right to discount at a less rate than seven ver 
cent. It is a new feature in banking, that the 
banks may take less than the legal rate. I would 
like to know why this should be? 

There is another feature of the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania which I think 
is not less objectionable. It says that those who 
want to pay seven per cent. can go to the na- 
tional banks, and those who want to pay six per 
cent. can go to the State bi inks. If this System 
is to become successful it will drive out the State 
banks. If it does not drive out the State banks 
it will not have strength enough to stand up to 
be knocked down. It goes upon the plan of driv- 
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ing the State banks out of existence. The Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means must admit that 
Now, sir, | have a compromise for that which 

I will move. L take it t t ' 

amend the section as it was adopted y 


| propose 


that the interest shall be at t! 
tablished by law in the State where th 
tion is located, not to exceed Seven per cent, 


For seventy years past the rate of interest in 
New England has been six percent. In . 
seventy years there has never been a plethora o1 
money lke that of to-day. In those seventy 
years the tendency of the country las never been 


so to throw power into the hands of the capita 
ists as now. Now, when the capitalists hi 
their coffegs overrun with money seeking for in 
estment, when the banks have money looking 
for channels for Investment, when the three mi 
lion people of New England, who use a great deul 
of money for industrial and commercial purposes, 
vant money, Congress declares to them that they 
shall pay one per cent. more for money than they 
have ever paid for it before. If thatus the bill, 
upon the workingmen of New England and upon 
the workinemen everywhere, upon every com 
mereial enterprise, it increases the price of money 
to seven per cent. It adds one sixth more inter- 
est than was ever paid before. That is the pre- 
cise effect of this bill. 

1 hope the committee will stand where it stood 
yesterday, leaving the matter as it is in the sey- 
eral States. The gentleman from Pennsylvanian 
prognosticates a fearful calamity if that be done. 
He intimates unless the Committee of Waysand 
Means are sustained upon this pointthey will give 
up the bill. L believe the country will survive it 
the bill never passes. I believe the country will 
survive without this $300,000,000 of currency as 
ve do now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ido not understand that the 


rentieman from Maine 
to the substitute. 


has offered an amendment 
I will therefore move to amend 
it by striking out *fseven,’’ and inserting in leu 
thereof ‘*six,’’ so that the rate of interest shall 
be six per cent. 

I think the gentleman from Pennsylvania is 
right when he says he re cards this as a vital feat 
ure of the bill, and it is certainly very destrable 
that we should settle this question of interest at 
once. IL thought it was settled last evening by a 
decided vote in favor of six per cent., but the 
friends of hieh interest are not satisfied. | hope 
a direct vote will be taken, and that it wil! be un- 
derstood to be a test vote between the six percent,, 
as | propose, or the seven per cent, as proposed 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania and the pe- 

tliar friends of this bill; and if the House now 
aenialnes to adopt the rate of seven per cent. In- 
stead of six, that certainly ought to be an end of 
the controversy upon this point, 

I hope, sir, this decision will not be against the 
interests of labor, and only to the advantage of 
capital. Some respect should had, in a gen- 
eral system of banking like this, to the general 
sentimentof the country,and above allto the just 
rights of labor. ‘The rate of interest 1s fixed at six 
per ce nt., L think, by a very large majority of the 
States. I believe mostof the @tates of New ling- 
land and all the States east of Ohio, with the ex- 
ce plion of New York, have fixe ad the rate at six 
per cent. And that principle prevails mostly in 
the West, although im California, and probably 
in the States of Iilinois, lowa, and one or two 
other States, the rate exceeds that. But it may 
be said with great safety that the common judg- 


ment of the country is against a higher rate of 


. L. . eee 
interest than six per.cent,, and banking institu 


tions, in view of theif immense advantage over 


i } i , | r . 
the individual e1tizen, have gencrally Dee espe- 
cially the su jects of care ful restriction, Yet ne 


vigilance has prevented them from attaining ut 
just advantages. 

But even at six per cent. we are fixing a high 
rate of interest. ‘bese banks will receive their 
six per cent. of interest on their bonds deposited 
as their basis, and six per cent. on their circula- 


tion secured by these bonds. Thus you er e 
capital to realize the enormous interest of twelve 
per cent., all of which is a tax upon laber, a lx 
on industry for the benefit of capital; and yet you 
propose seven per cent. by this bi i,inm ail t een 


per cent., six of which 1s paid in gold, and au 
paid by the actual labor of the country. And yet 
the six per cent., as I propose, is a higher inter- 





See mo 


east aid in ny other ¢ vilized country 
‘| ! uy i ‘ r system, that may ! 
ty , . the , 
yf th intry, 
ya I S ! ) ! 
‘ rou profit o ven per cel bs 
1X er cent maid byt Government. 





have ht to protect their ¢ ns against 
( pre 1 of ipital and the i lity of col 
ra a un unexampled ndonment of u 
rights of ia rand nor rous concess toca 
ita | re » ai l r the fact that tl 
monster mh } d if head i it 
S300 O00 O00 , wv trol the finatr 4 
f y IW ever.rate of 
{ i Wil I ithe very nature 
of t ve dopted everywhere else 
Th 4 rt A i intro] the capital wi 
lita f the country; and if the rate 


rf f not advanced inthe States where six 
per cent now the standard, (if you adopt the 
rentlieman’s proposition,) it will be because the 
inkil clations preferamonopoly wh 

ves them ven per cent. while every citizen i 
limited to six per cent. d 

But without their interfere) ce, if you will ¢ 
low th banks to charge seven per cent., and 
{ State Leet itures, persevering in their former 
it VY. should dee to advance their rates ol 
interes where it is now only @x per cent., you 
will discriminate most unjustl' n favor of est 
rra ne corporation nd 4 tprivate cit 

bak , ior exam , oi reut in’s own Stat 
Pennsylvania, where th may | twenty of 
the manks establi i They, with their capi 
tal, WM ibea ‘ »< ul iis rate of even pel 
ce , wi va ens W ) imited to six 
} lt w \ v f ire In the history 
of the le ition of this country when a mam 
moth corporation receives nehts and immunitic 


enied or withheld from the citizen of 
ne country, in matter 
prise of the citizen hould be at lea 
vored 

int of eur 
reased by tii S300 00 OOO 
hrough this agency 


And, sir, the very fact that the am 
rency isto ve sOrg* yin 
to be is ied t 


aione, In addtl- 


tion to the $450,000,000 of legal-tender notes is 
sued by the Government, ought to secure a re- 
duction instead of an increase of interest. The 


yrding to all the laws of 
should diminish, and yet by your policy, 


! 
capital, increase 
' 


increase of currency, acc 
trade, 
you would, for the 
its value, increase 
nefit of the banks 


capital, for, if nothing worse, the 


pene fit of 
its production, and all this for 
the b —of voracious centralized 
currency of 
pet banks will drive out your legal-tender 
notes, which is a loan to the Government without 
, and increase the interest-bearing 
part of the debt, or else inflate vour cur- 
rency beyond all endurable limit. You ought to 
cheapen the price ot \ as to favor labor 
ata time when it is called upon to bear such enor- 
burdens of taxation. But instead of that 
you propose to make interest, this eating canker, 
more and mort oppressive upon the labor of the 
country, and that, too, for the 
banks, for out of the toil 


your 


interest thus 


public 


money so 


mous 


sole 


and sweat of labor the 


THE CONGRESSION 


benefit of 


rule that is adapted to the condition { things, 
is fit nks.1 3 OW state, fh asks too much 
Mi BLAINE Will the gentleman allow m¢ 


Mr. KASSON short 
say wi 
have iny time 
In my 
est of ten per cent. per 
shat State are 


My time is so that I 
itl have to say, and then, if I 
, 1 will yield to the gentleman. 
own State, sir, we allow a rate of inter- 
and the 


reter to 


banks tn 
interest of eight 


annum, 

allowed a rate of 
per cent, perannum, and where 
is made the rate is six pel annum. I| 
have been besoucht by the banking interest of my 
movement to allow the 


itures to regulate the rate of interest. 
cround, first, 


no contract at all 


cent. per 


mecur inh this 


otested against it on the 
j 


that ft banking system 1s demanded by the 
who country in th : interest of uniformity. 
Now, sir, in respect to commerce and manu- 
factures, which furnish the ve ry basis of banking, 
and to facilitate which this very act itself is pro- 
posed—in re ect to these two great interests there 
are no States in this Union; we are one country 
in respect to these interests; and by express pro- 


nited States 
rthe 
it whatever affects 


the commerce of the country you must not allow 


vision of the Constitution of the U 


commerce 1s put und control 


of Convress, for the reason th 


to be obstruct State legislation or State lines. 


And now, when wecome here with a proposition 
to esta ish? currency to accommodat the whole 

nintry, gentlemen tell us, ** You must not make 
1 uniform system of currency; you must still 
leave it dependent, in itsapplication to commerce 
and manufactures, on State legislation.’’ | beg 
gentlemen upon all sides of the House to look 
carefully at this question and see whether it is 
safe for us to forego the privilege conferred by 
the Constitution, in the incidental relation of this 
question to the commerce of the country, by al- 
lowing the State Legislatures to come in at any 
time and interfere with the success of the mone- 


tary system ol 


it with safety. 


the country. "Sir, you cannot do 
You should not have interest on 
imaginary line trolled by 
8, and on the other side con- 


iaWws 


side of an con 


the one 
one system of law 
trolled by 


Y ou have 


States of 


another system of 
different usury laws In the different 
this U: as different rates of 
A patron or an applicant to a bank on 
one side of a river, or of this invisible geograph- 
ical line, finds himself subject to one law in re- 
spect to usury and the rate of interest, and on 
the other law; and even where 
cities on opposite sides of the line are intimately 
connected in their business transactions, you find 
yourself embarrassed by this want of uniformity. 
Sir, if we have a right to establish an institu- 
tion of this kind at all—and I leave every gentle- 
man, of to vote on the final passage of 
this billas he thinks proper—lI ask that at least 
you will perfect the bill in accordance with the 
views of those gentlemen who design to establish 
a uniform system of banking, and in accordance 
with the views I believe unanimously of both 
sides of oe House, so far as represented in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and if the ad- 
vantages of ie bill as a whole do not exceed its 


ion as we ll 


interest 


side to another 


course, 
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uniform 


ished 


us Aa currency. Gold and 
currency of the G 


United States; yet in on SI 


estat 


eight per cent. a year, in a 
third twelve percent. The r: f ’ ; 
not affect the uniformity of curr 


the United States. The question ia! 

depends upon whether a dollar in one s 

be received asa dollar in another Stat or wi 

there will be a discount of one half . u 

three, or five per cent. on whateve) , 

as currency. ‘The question of inter, 

affect the question of the uniformit 
If my amendment shall be incor 

propos d by the dist tinguished mem 

sylvania, [Mr. Stevens,] allowin 

de r this system to have the 

interestallowed by the la 


y 


erf »D 
benefit of 
ws of the differen: & 
it does not ro to the question of unifi 
least. I donot know thatany one S : 
particular conse quence, I am not pay 7“ 
to this question of State rights or of the jy I’ 
ality of States. But as abusiness tra 
lone as it does not affect general 
ita good plan to allow inst 
acter to conform to the 
States. 

The law, will be tantan 
exclusion of this banking system from the 8 
of California. ‘There can be no bank 
bill in that State. I do not kn W 
be any great objection on the part of ti 
there to that result. The State 
not tolerate the establishment of ban} 
atall. There never 
and the constitution does not tolerate it, J 
is nothing allowed there but banks of 
No bank 
a general law of Congress of this ec} 

State laws establish an interest of 
where nothing is said of i it 
ment. But parties may agree to any 
terest they please, three, four, fiv , SIX, oF 
percent. From one and one half 
cent.a month is the common rate of inte 
It goes down very seldom as low as « 
half percent. per month. [tis very evid 
fore, that_no banking institution ca 
lished there under this bill. I have my 
that rate of interest, and am paying now 
cent. amonth. Itis the common rate 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question being on Mr. Hicsy’s 
ment to the amendment, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hiesy,: 
Sreeve of New York, were appointed. 

While the committee was dividing, 

Mr. HIGBY withdrew his amendment t 
amendment. 1 

Mr. PIKE. I move to amend the amendment zs 
by striking out the words ‘ata rate of int 
not exceeding seven per cent. per annum, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words: 


ei j 


: W 
itutions of ¢} 


practice ot 


as it stands, 





\f 


has been ons { s 
cah be 


established there 


terest 


> 


At interest not exceeding the rate established | 
the State in which the bank is established: P led, Thiat 
the rate does not exceed seven per cent. per annuin 

This is adopting the suggestion of my colleague, 
[Mr. BLAINE,}] m: ade just now to the chairm 
the Committee of Waysand Means. It 


answers 


seven per cent, you now propose and the six disadvantages, vote it down; if they do, let us || the purpose of providing a uniform currency a g 
per cent. paid on the bonds, which are the sole || sustain it. | a low rate of interest. The rate cannot be under y 
foundation of these banks, willbe wrung with re- The question being on Mr. Hotman’s amend- || seven percent. unless by the law of the State where 5 
morseless promptness by these instruments for || ment, the bank is established the raté shall b W ° 
centralizing the public wealth. Yet, sir, the toil- The CHAIRMAN ordered tellers; and ap- || that. In other cases it shall be seven per cent if 
ing million will have to pay it all. Labor ceases || pointed Messrs. Hotman and Kasson to act as || I would make no endeavor to change the terms N 
to have a voice in the public councils—— such. | of this bill, under the intimation of the chairmat 
[Here the hammer fell.] The committee divided; and the tellers re- || of the Committee of Ways and Means !n reg 
Mr. KASSON. 1 rv egret wery much that this porte d—ayes 25, noes 67. to it, were I not firmly impre ssed with t a 

debate seems to have taken a turn that may in- So the amendment was disagreed to. that this bill is not in the interest of the Govern f \ 
cline some gentlemen to lose sight of the great Mr. HIGBY. I mave to amend the amendment || ment. If the $300,000,000 additional 1s to be I8- rate, 
objects of the bill in their desire to introduce into | by striking oyt the words ‘at a rate of interest || sued as proposed by this bill , 1, for one, an 
the bill their special view resulting from estab- || not exceeding seven per cent. per annum,” and || favor of having an additional issue of greenbacks, 

lished systems in th oo nt localities of this || inserting in lieu thereof the words “ not exceed- || and not have the issue come from these Ks and Q 
country. Suppose, sir, that on my part | were || ing the rate established by law in the State in || the profits go to them. - 
to ask this House to aden a condition of things | which the bank is established.”? I am aware that || As Ido not deem the bill to be in the mnteres! M 
existing in my own new St ate of lowa,and apply | a proposition of this kind was voted down yes- | of the Government, so it is very plainly mao from 
the system and rate of interest adopted there to || terday that in very large sections of the country it Is 0" State 
control the rest of the country. I take it for Several MempBers. No; voted in. in the interest of labor. The remeer ye amiga ee 
granted that very few gentlemen in the House Mr. HIGBY. Well,all the better. This isa || labor makes to capital in the shape of int prest are the 
could see in that any particular reason why the || new section propose d for the one passed upon. already largeenough. ‘The expe - need financt , M 
whole balance of the country should be subjected rommitter tur 


The gentleman from lowa [Mr. K Asson] argue d || who reported this bill from the 


' 

ase to the same system; and I think that when the | to-day—and I think | heard the same argument || Ways and Means, [Mr. veoalhonglp express a M 
ey gentleman from Maine comes here and asks that | used yesterday—that the having different rates opinion that six per cent. was as high cra I delle 
i: the Representatives ofthe entire Union shall adopt |, of interest in different States is not going to give || interest as should be paid to capital. __ 
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him: but now, ata time when labor 
xed be yond all precedent in this coun- 
x s are to be increas¢t d or the Gov- 

< to perish, we are called upon here by 
tree of Ways and Means to pass this 

ft as labor, not in behalf of the Govern- 
oer to aid this Government in Its struggle 
but in behalf of bankers and capitalists. 
‘hie bill or any part of it necessary to carry 


. G ‘vernment through this great crisis, I would 
, word. But | have never deemed it so. 
aay. : 

mt » this vill,inits efforts to carry this Gov- 
ae along, to aman overboard swimming for 
, -rying for dry clothes, when everybody 
a+ his first business is to get ashore, and 
ey ‘re he may clothe himself as he pleases. 
» iudement, this whole system is as import- 
‘ihe struggle in which the Government is 
y ed as dry clothes to the man struggling in 

the water. 
“The amendment I propose does not vary the 
‘ya vital part. The bill itself is at variance 
with the existing law upon the subject, and is en- 


y in the interestof capital. Capital has been 
xed by our income law, and gentlemen who 
ve investments in banks are called upon 
rego three per cent. of their earnings to sup- 
this Government, and because of that they 
here clamoring about the halls of legisla- 
asking the Government to make up the loss 
by aiding them to tax labor one sixth 
in the shape of interest. I, for one, protest 
“Mr. ALLEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose 
umendment. 
following: 

ided, That no State shall have the right to reduce 
finterest below seven per cent., as applied to any 

, uuder this act, within the limits of said State. 

{think that that will satisfy the gentleman from 

Maine, {Mr. Rixe.} Lamsure that it will satisfy 
eague,(Mr. Braine.]_ I think that it vir- 
covers the whole ground that is sought to 
tained by the provision which the gentleman 

sed to the committee. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, Ido not believe any good 
will result in tinkering a bill in this kind of way, 
specially one that has come from a committee so 

, 80 intelligent, and so careful as the Com- 
tee of Ways and Means; and I certainly 

d not offer a proposition of this kind in any 
er form than as a matter of compromise. I 

k it highly important that we should have a 
form rate of interest under this bill through- 
ithe country; and it is perfectly evident that 

mmittee has agreed in regard to this mat- 

lam in favor of six percent. 
who reported this bill, my colleague, (Mr. 


8 op 
I 


Hoorer,] has declared to this House and the | 
intry that he is in favor of six percent. Why | 
's he introduced seven per cent. into this bill as || 
‘he rate of interest to be established throughout 
uitry, When he has declared to the House 
country that six per cent. is all that cap- 
ught to receive, and that it is all that the la- | 
i the country can afford to pay? It is sim- 
oly thins 





y 


because the bill could not be got through 
rm, and the gentleman has yielded his 
Victions on that point to meet the wishes of 


gentemen all around the House. 
y reason, 





that f 


He had to surrender his own opin- 
8 to harmonize and reconcile all these conflict. 
P ! tt rests, 
he provision is inserted in the bill it secures 
* privilege of reducing within her own borders 
Ue of interest to six percent. But it requires 
: nal legislation to effect that. If the State 
pa laine, where six per cent. is now the legal 
“ey Wishes that to be the established rate in this 
: » then allshe has to do is to enacta law to that 
cal - under my provision only six per cent, 
‘ry. oken. So with regard to Massachusetts. 
i = the hammer fell. 
in IKE. I wish to say to the gentleman 
i “ssachusetts that I did not allude to the 
<< bad aims We look upon Massachusetts 
the the ital State, and we are a labor State with 
‘ie a States of the Union. 
' Pes mee The gentleman knows that from 
in } Simaiameie te per cent. has been the rate 
believe it is th as well as in Maine. And I 
's the opinion of the capitalists of Mas- 


That is the | 


If it be voted down I shall pro- | 


sachusetts, almost universally, that six per cent 


is all that should be allowed.* Now, I say that 
those gentlemen who are in favor of the rate of 


seven per cent., as ts t 


he case with members from 
New York and many other States of this Union, 


| ought not to make any objection to a provision 
| of this kind, because it secures to them every- 


thing they can desire, and all the States in New 
England, at least where the legal rate is only six 
per cent, 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The amendment 
agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEY. I now propose to amend the 
amendment by inserting after the words * per an- 
num” the words: 


to the amendment was not 


Provided, That any State shall have the right to 
the rate of interest below seven per cent. as applied to any 
institution under this act within the limits of such Stat 


reduce 


So that the clause shall read: 

Interest ata rate notexceeding seven percent. perannum; 
Provided, That any State shall have the right to reduce the 
rate of interest below seven per cent. as applied to any in 
stitution under this act within the limits of such State. 

As | indicated in my previous remarks, | pro- 
pose thisas a compromise and as a substitute for 


the proposition of the gentleman from Maine. If 


the gentleman from Maine does not choose to ac- 
| cept it as such, and it is voted down, it will be to 
my mind.an indication of a purpose by the Elouse 
not to attach any amendment of a similar char- 
acter to the bill. That would be entirely satis- 
factory to me, Mr. Chairman, because, as | said 
before, I believe this bill has been thoroughly ma- 
tured by gentlemen abundantly capable of pre- 
senting to this House a bill which shall be as 
nearly perfect as it can well be made. After list- 
ening as they have to all the suggestions, all the 
statements, and all the varying views of gentle- 
men representing every interest from eve ry sec- 
tion of the country, I think it is fair to conclude 
that they have presented to us the very best bill 
they could. While there are some provisions in 
it which do not meet my approbation, and this 
provision of allowing seven per cent. interest is 
one, I am satisfied, after conversation with those 
who framed and presented it, that they have done 
the very best they could under the circumstances, 
and that, though it does not in all respects reflect 
even their views and opinions, nevertheless, as it 


|| is the best bill which can be obtained, I am in 


The gentle- | 


ew England all she canask. Itsecures to her | 


favor of it as it is, and | would not offer this 
amendment were it not, as I stated before, forthe 
purpose of compromising a matter which it seems 
to me is of considerable interest, and which may 
hazard the passage ofthe bill. It seems to me that 
while it secures to all New Envland all she can 
rightfully claim, it does not seriously impair or 
violate the principle of uniformity sought to be 
obtained. 

Mr. PIKE. I would inquire of the gentleman 
whether his amendment 1s not open to the objec- 
tion that the Legislature of any State might fix the 
| interest of one of these national banks at five per 

cent. when the general interest of the State would 

be six per cent, In other words, would it not 
| enable the Legislature of a State to kill off the 
national banks of that State? 

Mr. ALLEY. I will answer the gentleman 
| that under thatamendment it would; but Congress 
has the remedy in its own hands, because it can 
tax these State banks in their circulation to any 
extent it chooses. 

Mr. PIKE. Would it not be better to modify 
the amendment so as to prevent such a result? 

Mr. STEVENS. I think the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has not well considered the effect 
of his amendment. I know the anxiety of the 
gentleman to perfect the matter satisfactorily, and 
indeed if that cannot be effected the great objects 
of the bill will be defeated, and the bill had bet- 
ter not pass. As the proposed amendment now 
stands, [ have no doubt the State of Maine, as sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Maine, and from 
what I see here, would reduce the interest of the 
national banks to three per cent., and leave the 
State banks as the only banksthere. But thatis 
not the best way to get at this thing. 

Mr.GOOCH. If my colleague should modify 


his amendment so as to provide that the rate of 


interest for one of these banks should be the same 

as the rate fixed in the State for other banking in- 

stitutions, as the general rate of interest, would he 
! not remedy the defect which he points out? 
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Mr. STEVENS. That is the proposition 
which has just been voted down, and it cannot be 
ated [think it has been voted on three times 
ready The t 
ady. nN ouse may just as well come at 
once to the naked proposition. ldo not find fault 


with anybody who is Opposed to this system. it 
is one about which men may very well differ in 
opinion; butif you are going to allow this syVa- 


tem to exist atall, | think it should be established 


with uniformity. Lam net very anxious about 


the matter one way or the othe r. Letthe bill be 
killed if the sense of the House is against it and 
wus thou rht better that there should be no such 
system; but let us not mar its proportions and 
mak 


it very different from what it was designed 
' : 


l hope, therefore, gentlemen will be content to 
We all under- 
The substitute brings the 
question fairly up whether there shall be a unt- 
form rate of tnterest. If the House decide against 
itl shall be content and shall not complain. It 
is not one of those 


take a vote on the proposition. 


stand it well « nough. 


things which we are going to 
quarrel with or complain of anybody about, but 
let us have a fair 


ir vote on the naked proposition, 
Mr. ALLEY. 


I modify my amendment so as 
to read as follows: 
Alter the word “annum,”’ 
Provided, ‘hat 


the rate ol int 


in line five, insert 
iny State shall have the rig 


li t to reduce 
rest below sev 


i percent. as applied to any 
institution under this act within the limits of such State: 
Provided further, The rate of interest so established shall 


not be less than the legal rate of interest in said State. 
The amendment was disagreed to 

noes 56. 
The question 

amendment. 
Mr. BLAINE. I move to strike out the last 


word of the amendment. I[ want simply to state 
my understanding of the position of this question, 


ayes 36, 


recurred on Mr. Srevens’s 


The House yesterday, on a division by tellers, 
incorporated an amendment into this seetion of 
the bill providing that interest shall be at the rates 
established by the laws of the States where the 
associations are located. Iam satisfied that that 
is the only proposition that can be carried as 
against the Committee of Ways and Means, It 
is now incorporated in the section. ‘The substi- 
tute of the gentleman from Pennsylvania would 
bring the section back precisely where it stood 
yesterday before my amendment was adopted, 
with the addition of the great and magnanimous 
privilege that the banks may have the liberty of 
taking less interest if they are willing to do so. 
[ suppose that will be a great boon to the banks. 

I think the gentleman from lowa [Mr. Kasson] 
stated my position very unfairly when he said 
that | wanted to inflict upon the whole country 
the rate of six per cent. because that was the rate 
in Maine. Sir, | want to inflict upon the whole 
country the right of settling this matter within 
State limits, just as the majority in the State may 
decide. I have heard a great deal more said upon 
this side of the House about not allowing States 
to do anything in the regulation of their domestic 
affairs than | can entirely agree with. I think 
that in this matter of currency, before this un- 
happy rebellion broke out, the country was get- 
ting along very comfortably, and cach State was 
managing its own affairs in its own way. And 
while, perhaps, the very seed of all our present 
evils was the heresy of State rights, | think agood 
many gentlemen here, and foremost among them 
the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Kasson,] are 
running to the opposite end of the pole and re- 


| ducing our States to the condition of counties. I 


think the States are entirely competent to the 
managementof thismatter. They have managed 
it for seventy or eighty years with marked suc- 
cess, 

I do not wonder, sir, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Hooper,] the member of 
the Committee of Waysand Means who reported 
this bill, sticks so strenuously to this provision 
of the bill. He represents a district of capitalists. 
There is not a poor man init. A poor man has 
no business there, and could not afford to live 
there. (Laughter.] But l say that representing, 
as i do,an agricultural and manufacturing district 
in the State of Maine, I should be ashamed to go 
home and look them in the face if by my vote they 
should be required hereafter, if they desire to bor- 
row a dollar, to pay one sixth more to the va pital~ 
ists who live in my friend’s district than they have 


‘| ever been called upon to pay before; and every 
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agricuitura im turing district wall be 
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N “i , il ‘ ‘ ‘ [ i tee will vote d wn Lite 
amendment offered by the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Way Ss and Mea 


stood yesterda 


we will 


rer ¢ acn state to 


lo Maine we 


ay . 
y, leavi 


reguiate this thing just it please 

have already regulated it, fix ng ttLatsix pr recent, 
In New York iti even pu r cent. And we have 
had very large commercial connections with New 
York, and got alone very comfortably and very 
prosperously to both Let New York have her 
seven per cent. Let Maine have her six percent. 


And if California wants 


if 


m t vi ; 
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laine, [Mr. 
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ceeded, announcing 

State of Maine to-day, 
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various laws of the 
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several 
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to sa Vy 


and that not because of 


the gentleman from 
it because I had not fin- 
when my five minutes 
call attention to the re- 
the gentleman first pro- 
money im the 
and arguing from that 
ite of interest would 
this act. Sir, youcan- 
legal money into 


The rate of interest, subject to the gen- 
ing on politics al morality, is de- 


eof money. W hy is it 


Wi st to-day find capital concen- 
— . : i 
svew York? B ca 


use ¢ apital roes where 


uilzZes seven 


York. 

of system from 
isting aa under the 
States. You must 


innot get for my State 


everything that | want to secure for it under this 


ball. | do not ask that 
shall be 


on each side of the 


Hou 
per cent. a month 
cent, per annum, to 
purpose of u 
the Constitution and sou 
the Government. ‘To-d: 
and 


the people ot 


hundreds of 


way of 
ous bark notes t 
M une to 
out there, and in order to 
they 
brokers. 


annuatiy in the 


belong they have 


What we 


and as good in Maine as 


riven to my State. 


and those represenung 


thousands 
y partof the country are 
shaving these misc 
lat come there all the way from 
Louisiana. _ 


to be 


everything that 1 want 
But I ask gentlemen 
re preset nuing two 
Six per 


, (hose 


yu ld sometéi ng forthe oreat 
liform currency 


contemplated by 
ght for by the fathers of 
iy there are thousands 
of dollars to which 
subjected 
‘jlane- 
hese notes are brought 
getthem back to where 
sold to bankers and 


want Is uniform curre ney, 
that will be as good inlowa 


as it will be in Maine, 
it will be in lowa. 


L earn stiy hope that gentlemen will either vote 


against the bill as being opposed to the system of 


banking 
from Penns 
that they will favor the 
and uniform as possible, 


ticman 


eure for this country a 


long shall have 


as we 


[Here the hammer fell. 


—as suggested by the distinguished gen- 
yivania, 


[Mr. Srevens} 
bill as being as perfect 
that we may at last se- 


Or 


system of currency, as 
paper money, that will be 
ol equal value all over th 


e country. 


Mr. BLAINE withdrew his amendment to the 


amendment, 

Mr. DRIGGS. 
amendment, 
action of the committee ve 
was nol adk 
est shall be regulated by 


l rent 


tleman from Indiana [Mr. 


offered an 
exu 
tablished under the 
mittee, Six percent, 


Amend 


uuon of a iarever rate 


iment imposing 


previous action of 


w the amendment to the 


| want to inquire W he ther, by the 


sterday, an amendment 


pted providing that the rates of inter- 


the States. ‘The gen- 
bieuuaw) afterwards 
pen: uities for the 
of interest than thates- 
the com- 


‘That amendment was adopt- 


ed. Now, it strikes me that we are commit tung 


the singular absurdity of 


having first decided that 


the rate of interest shall be that established b y 
the State, and afierwards attached penalties to 


the charging of more than six per cent. 


We propose to introduce 
tion. 
correct. 


} 


Now, 


some additional legisia- 


That is the way the matter stands, it lam 


1 do hope from all the arguments made thatthe 


States will be 


left to regulate that themselves. In 


the State of Michigan where | live we cannot ac- 
cumulate in our banks as large amounts of depos- 
its as in the older States; and the banks cannot 


CON 


afford to lend mone y quite as che iply as it can be 
lent by the banks of New York, pois and 
Cincinnati. I know instead of helping the poor 
man it would be crushing him tothe ¢ Sn to say 
that he hire money at a rate exceeding 
seven per cent. when his interest is to be affected 
by it, to be judged of by himself. I hoy ve it will 
we dé cide d by tne [louse to be |] if ft to be ré rulate d 
\y the States. Are gentlemen afraid to trust the 

' i As was wellremarked 
yy my friend from Maine, {Mr. Biatne,] we have 
gotalong well enough for sixty or seventy years, 
anda hope that it willcommend itself to the good 
it to the State Legis- 
latures to regulate this matter. 

Mr. PIKE. I want to say 


question ol 


. ' 
should not 


| 
{ 
Legislatures oftheir States? 
} 


sense of the House to leave 


one word on the 
aun iform curre ney. We have how 
a perfectly uniform currency. It is so uniform 
that a trader in my State s: iid: ** What isthe use 


of having yourgold dollar? Itisuponeday and 
down the next. Why nottake greenbacks, which 
are the same every day everywhere?’’ How, 


sir, can you have a more uniform currency than 


that? Whatisthe proposition? It isto drive 
that uniform currency out, and substitute for it 
$300,000,000 of currency of local banks. Have 


belief that that will give a uniform cur- 
rency? - ho will say that a bank bill issued bya 
bank in ‘Territory, and redeemable at 
St. ae will pass in New York at — Does 
any one say that? Willa bill ofthe First National 
Bank of Idaho, redeemable in San Francisco, pass 
in Philadelphia without discount? Nobody be- 
lieves it; and yet this is the currency you will 
establish by this bill, and you call ita uniform 
currency. You will drive out the constitutional 
curreney which we have established here to the 
extent of $450,000,000, upon which the Govern- 
ment does not Pp ay one ‘doll: ir of interest, for the 
hmentof such acurrency as this, and call 
it uniform. 

[ am entirely opposed to such uniformity as 
this; and as there is no other argument but that 
of uniformity, when that fails | think that the 
whole system ought to fail. 

‘Theamendmentto the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. COLE, of California. I move to add the 
word ** thereon | have moved that amendment 
for the purpose of saying a word. I regret that 
the members of the committee have not yet given 
us some reasons why the States should not have 
the reoulation of the rate of interest within their 
own limits. Iam not aware are _ complaint 
has come up to the Committee Ways and 
Means from the States on that score. 

1 heard it broadly stated that those who are in 
favor of restricting the rate of interest in this mat- 
ter are notin favor of auniform currency. Ido 
not see the force of that argument. It seems to 
me that this can only be a uniform currency by 
establishing these banks. If the law is iu such 
form as to pre clude persons from putting capital 
in them, clearly to my mind the currency will be 
less uniform by far than if they were open to all 
persons to put their capital in as in any other un- 
dertaki ing. 

It was said by the gentleman who preceded me 
that if mo ney is not worth more in any commu- 
nity than the rate prescribed by this law, then 
pe rsons will not avail themselves of the money 
offered by these banks, but will secure the money 
from some other source. What is the consist- 
ency or propriety of having two rates of interest 

bles d by law in the same community? 
W hat is the benefit of having two systems of 
usury in the same State? Here, while a transac- 
tion with one individual is lawful, with another 
itisunlawful. There isa difference if done with 
one class from what there is if done with another. 
I cannot see any propriety in it, 

Gentlemen say that this is the soul of the bill; 
that it will not be worth having if it is stricken 
out. It seems to me if there be no greater neces- 
sity for it, then it had better not become a law; tt 
should be strangled at its birth. It seems to me 
if there were no restrictions upon these banks 
there would be greater facilities afforded. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. COLE, of California. 
amendment. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I renew the 
amendment. 1 wish to say | am opposed to the 
leaving the regulation of this matter of interest to 
the several States. Ican understand a State bank 


you an y 


solorado 


estat 


I withdraw my 





| to vote, I will not press the motion. 
amendment was 


| of interest. 
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system, where the control 
State; and | 


and partly State. 


vary, and as 


tem. 


unless you mean to kill it. 


I can readily understand why y the gent 
from Maine, [Mr. Pike,] who is eviden 
posed to the whole bill, should offer 
ments he doe 8, because if he is o; pose 
whole bill he of course desires to kil! 
and the proper mode of doing that is 
adopt such amendments. 
to say but there may be some force j 
that the rate of interest should differ a 
the circumstances of the different States, d 
insist that the power of regulating the nlerest 
should be left with Congress if you would | 
|| any stable national system of ! aaa o, * 
| tion of any other idea will be 

But let me allude toa salar aah 


and 


men. They 
men that you will make 

cent. Gentlemen say its 
per cent. Of course the 7 


you shall always have seven per cent 
believe you could get seven per cent, In 
England States, or even in most parts of t! 


of New York, at present. 


district, a rural one, men have been bor 
money for the last year for five and six per 
You see this rate of seven per cent. is the max- 
imum; the bill does not compel you to pay sev 

per cent.; it does not compel Jabor to pay 
it does not tax labor at that ra 
When money 
as itis now, Interest will not reach 
When you are increasing tl 
money you will not have to pay the 
If money is abundant | 


per ce nt.3 
supposed by some, 


rate. 


terest will be lower. 


Mr. STEVENS. 
bate upon this section. 
**Question.”’] Very well; 


The amendment to the 
drawn. 


The amendment of Mr. Stevens was ag! 


Mr. HOOPER. 


verbal amendment. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOOPER. 


shall be 


by such association, 
the following: 


Shall be deemed to be lawful money in 
of any association belonging to s 
ing and owning such certificate, and s 
| be a part of the lawful money which : 
required to have under the foregoing 


uon. 


This amendment is 


clear and distinct, It doe 
ing. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
ment, I am opposed to it. 


strike out, without inserung. 
stand why these ce rtificates between the ba 
cities should become lawful money. 
I know how itis tha 
make them circulate in the cities, ¥ ut 
exactly ready to le galize the mi! and if th 
ment of the gentleman prevails, 


strike outthe whole clause. 
I will move to strike out the 


trary lomy notuons. 


Mr. HOOPER. 
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can also understand 
ing system, the control of wh 
General Government in Coneress: | 
understand this mongrel syste: 
l be! ieve 

the two systems you will find ney y wi 
every State, as the interests 
the fee lings of the di ff 
tures may be toward this national b; 
I know that in the State of New n 
time has been when there wag son 
against the national banking System on | 
of the State banks; and do you prop 
it to the Legislature of the State of New Ww 
cripple this banking system? 


I am not py 


seem to have more fear tha 


I do not think we « 
lightened any further upon this questio 
that the committee rise, with a view 


I move to ame! 
first section, in line nineteen, 
word **its’’ before the word ‘*|! 


I move to ame! 
section by striking out the words 
for the payment of the debts of ana 
estimated to the amount there 
of the lawful money required to be k 
=? ie ' ’ 
and inserting it 


merely to correct! 
guage of the section.and make the mean! 


if I understand th 


I shall move * 


